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IN THE HIGH COURT OF KERALA AT ERNAKULAM

| PRESENT
THE HONOURABLE THE! CHIEF JUSTICE MR. SOUMEN . SEN
| &
THE HONOURABLE MR JUSTICE SYAM KUMAR V.M.

Wednesday, the 25™ day of February 2026 / 6th Phalguna, 1947
WP(C) NO. 42548 OF 2023(S)

PETITIONER: i

!
DR. MARY GEORGE, AGED 77%YEARS, W/0. GEORGE,
FORMER PROFESSOR & HEAD,:P.G. DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS,
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, THIRUUANANTHAPURAM - 695 034,
RESIDING AT AIRUVELIL, 2& KAIRALI NAGAR, MANNANTHALA,

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, PIN - 695 015.

RESPONDENTS: !

1.

2.

1c.

11.

12,

13.

THE CHANCELLOR, UNIVERSITY QRIKERALAy KERALA RAJ BHAVAN, JAWAHAR
NAGAR, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM;gP%N¢W?6§5<ggg

THE UNIVERSITY OF KERALA“ySEMATE HOUSEZGAMPUS, PALAYAM,
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, REQRESENTEDﬂ?Y#ITS3REGISTRAR PIN - 695 034.

. THE CHANCELLOR, APJ ABDULNKAL&Q#TECHNQLOGICAL UNIVERSITY, KERALA RAJ

BHAVAN, JAWAHAR NAGAR, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM PIN - 695 099,

. APJ ABDUL KALAM TECHNOLDGICAQ§UNIVERSITY CET CAMPUS, SREEKARIYAM,

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, REPRESENTED BY ITS REGISTRAR, PIN - 695 016.

THE CHANCELLOR, MAHATHA GANDHI UNIVERSITY, KERALA RAJ BHAVAN,
JAWAHAR NAGAR, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM PIN - 695 098. ;

MAHATMA GANDHI UNIVERSITY’ PRIYADARSHINI HILLS P.0., KOTTAYAM,
REPRESENTED BY ITS REGISTRAR, PIN - 686 560.

THE CHANCELLOR, THE COCHIN UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE & TECHNOEQQX,
KERALA RAJ BHAVAN, JAWAHAR NAGAR, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, PIN®- 695 099.

. THE COCHIN UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY, UNIVERSITY ROAD,

SOUTH KALAMASSERY, KALANASSERY, ERNAKULAM DISTRICT, REPRESENTED BY
ITS REGISTRAR, PIN - 682 022.

. THE CHANCELLOR, THUNCHATH‘EZHUTHACHAN MALAYALA UNIVERSITY, KERALA

RAJ BHAVAN, JAWAHAR NAGAR, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, PIN - 695 099.
THUNCHATH EZHUTHACHAN MALAYALA UNIVERSITY, TIPPU SULTHAN ROAD,
TIRUR, VAKKAD, MALAPPURAM DISTRICT, REPRESENTED BY REGISTRAR, PIN -
676 502. n
THE CHANCELLOR, KERALA AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY, KERALA RAJ BHAVAN,
JAWAHAR NAGAR, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, PIN - 695 099.
THE KERALA AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY VELLANIKKARA, THRISSUR, KERALA,
REPRESENTED BY THE REGISTRAR PIN - 680 656.
THE CHANCELLOR, KERALA UNIVERSITY OF FISHERIES AND OCEAN STUDIES,
KERALA RAJ BHAVAN, JAWAH?R NAGAR, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, PIN - 695 099.
|
i
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14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

KERALA UNIVERSITY OF FISHERIES AND OCEAN STUDIES, MADAVANA JUNCTION,
PANANGAD, ERNAKULAM DISTRICT, REPRESENTED BY ITS REGISTRAR, PIN -
682 506.

THE CHANCELLOR (DELETED) NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF ADVANCED LEGAL
STUDIES, HON’BLE THE CHIEF JUSTICE OF HIGH COURT OF KERALA, HIGH
COURT OF KERALA CAMPUS, ERNAKULAM, PIN - 682 030.

ADDRESS OF R16 SUBSTITUTED

THE NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF ADVANCED LEGAL STUDIES (DELETED),NAD
ROAD, HMT COLONY,NORTH KALAMASSERY,KALAMASSERY, ERNAKULAM-683503,
REPRESENTED BY ITS REGISTRAR

ADDRESS OF R16 IS SUBSTITUTED AS ABOVE INSTEAD OF “ THE NATIONAL
UNIVERSITY OF ADVANCED LEGAL STUDIES, KANNUR UNIVERSITY, KERALA RAJ
BHAVAN, JAWAHAR NAGAR, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM - 695 099" AS PER ORDER
DATED 18/12/2623 IN IA NO. 1/2023 IN WP(C) 42548/2023. R15 & R16 ARE
DELETED FROM THE PARTY ARRAY AS PER ORDER DATED 04/06/2025 IN IA
1/2025 IN WP(C) 42548/2023.

THE CHANCELLOR, KANNUR UNIVERSITY, KERALA RAJ BHAVAN, JAWAHAR NAGAR,
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, PIN - 695 899.

THE KANNUR UNIVERSITY, THAVAKKARA, KANNUR, REPRESENTED BY THE
REGISTRAR, PIN - 670 001.

THE STATE OF KERALA, REPRESENTED BY SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT,
DEPARTHENT OF HIGHER EDUCATION;ZGOVERNMENT SECRETARIAT,
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, PIN 7&695”001»5?*\

THE UNIVERSITY GRANTS comﬁ:ss:ou UGG$%%BAHADUR SHAH ZAFAR MARG, NEW
DELHI — 110 002, REPRESENTED qngHE eHAIRMAN PIN - 110 002.

THE BAR COUNCIL OF KERALN, ERNAKULAM CANPUS BAR COUNCIL BHAVAN,
HIGH COURT ROAD, ERNAKULAM\\<§§5?S?G/JREPRESENTED BY SECRETARY, PIN
- 682 030, R g

THE ALL INDIA COUNCIL FOR TEGHNTCAL"EDUCATION, NELSON MANDELA MARG,
VASANT KUNJ, NEW DELHI-110 070, REPRESENTED BY THE CHAIRMAN, PIN -
110 070.

Writ petition (civil) praying inter alia that in the circumstances

stated in the affidavit filed along with the WP(C) the High Court be
pleased to pass an order directing the respective Universities, State
Government, Bar Council of Kerala and the University Grants Commission
to perform their duty or in the alternative direct the respective
Chancellors of the Universities to constitute the Search cum Selection
committee as provided under Clause 7.3 of 20618 UGC Regulations for
appointment of reguiar Vice-Chancellors, pending the disposal of the
writ petition.

P.T.O.
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This petition coming again on for orders upon perusing the
petition and the affidavit filed in support of WP(C), this Court's order
dated 11/02/2026 and upon hearing the arguments of SRI.GEORGE
POONTHOTTAM (SR.) along with M/S NISHA GEORGE, A.L.NAVANEETH KRISHNAN &
KAVYA VARMA M.M., Advocates for the petitioner, SRI.S.GOPAKUMARAN NAIR &
SRI.P.SREEKUMAR (SENIOR ADVOCATES) along with SRI.S.PRASANTH, STANDING
COUNSEL for R1, R3, R5, R7, R9, R11l, R13 & R17, SRI.THOMAS ABRAHAM,
STANDING COUNSEL for R2, SRI.N.SATHEESH, STANDING COUNSEL for R14,
SRI.K.GOPALAKRISHBNA KURUP, ADVOCATE GENERAL & SRI. V.MANU, SENIOR
GOVERNMENT PLEADER for R19, SRI.S. KRISHNAMOORTHY, STANDING COUNSEL &
ADV.SRI.T.C.KRISHNA for R20, SRI.SAJITH KUMAR V., STANDING COUNSEL for
R22 the court passed the following: -~

P.T.O.

e
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SOUMEN SEN, C. J. & SYAM KUMAR V. M J.
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W.P. (C) Nos. 42548 of 2023 & 25583, 25727, 25975,
26068, 26729, 26752, 28366, 32595 & 32739 of 2024
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Dated this the 25® day of February, 2026

Appearance:
For the Petitioners/

Respondents 4 Mr. K. Gopalakrishna Kurup, AG
instructed by Mr. V. Manu, Sr. GP
Mr. George Poonthottam (Sr.)
Atstmicted by Ms. Nisha George
X "\.\
Mi’*’«f %Sré‘gkumar (Sr.)
%ﬁhcte vy Mr. S. Prasanth

é:lu('

Mm;rmc KAshna-UGc

ORDER

Soumen Sen, C. J.

The time for filing the affidavit by the UGC is extended

by a further period of two weeks from today.

2. Learned Advocate General submitted that, during
the pendency of these proceedings, an attempt was made by

the Chief Minister to resolve the issue at a meeting held with

S
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& connected cases

the Chancellor, however,

not known.

3. Learned Senior Advocate

2-

the outcome of the said meeting is

appearing for the

Chancellor submitted that the dispute is with regard to the

constitution of the Search Committee and that, in view of the

fact that the proposed amendment has not been given effect to

and the Bill has been returned, the Chancellor is entitled to

constitute the Search CO'

guidelines. It is subm_ltfedﬂ“th

mmittee in accordance with the UGC

OURT
- %%he Chancellor had already

N

L2y
constituted such a Coéi

by a Coordinate Bench.

nttﬁe;,i but ﬁle same has been stayed

{lef K

M iy o

4, Learned Advocate General also referred to the order

dated 18.12.2025 passe

Petition for Special LIl

20681/2025 to point a
Hon’ble Supreme Court

former Judge of the

d by the Hon’ble Supreme Court in

eave to Appeal (C) Nos. 20680-

bt that, in a similar situation, the

appointed Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia,

Hon’ble Supreme Court, as the

Chairperson of the Scl-earch-cum-Selection Committee and

entrusted him with the

task of recommending a panel of at

)
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least three names for appointment to the post of Vice-

Chancellor in the two Universities concerned.

5. In paragraph 3 of the said order, the Hon’ble

Supreme Court observed as follows:

‘3. The only reason was that a consensus was
eluding the government and the Chancellor. When
the doors of this Court were knocked, we were deeply
concerned about the plight of the students, their
parents, the teacmngﬂand rion-teaching stafi]
including in affi[zaté’@f’bodzes, &;Zn short, our concern

R
was for all the stak bo]déifs," They, were unfortunately
caught in the cross fire{#', %

h\‘\m Y,

w
6. In view of the dlfference of opinion between the

Government and the Chancellor, no regular appointment
could be made to the office of the Vice-Chancellor, which has

adversely impacted higher education in the State.

7. We would request the Chancellor and the
Government to resolve the impasse through meaningful
dissussions. We hope and trust that, by the next date of

hearing, a consensus will be arrived at between the

SY
Gokon ofhter
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Chancellor and the Government so as to safeguard the

interests of the students.

Eb

25-02-2026

FaY=Vata)
LU40

-

8. Poston 25.03.2026.

SOUMEN SEN
CHIEF JUSTICE

{True Copv/

sd/-

sd/-

SYAM KUMAR V. M.

JUDGE

I

—_— il _
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Assistant Reqgisirar




