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GOVERNMENT OF KERALAM
No: GEDN-M1/116/2024-G.EDN
General Education (M) Department
Thiruvananthapuram,
Dated:13-10-2026

CIRCULAR

Sub: General Education Department - Chapter IV Rule 3(2) of KER-
School Playgrounds - Guidelines - issued - reg.

Ref: 1. Judgment dated 11.04.2024 in WP(C) No.19170/2014 of the
Hon’ble High Court of Kerala.

2. Judgment dated 19.05.2026 in WA No.1760/2025 of the
Hon’ble High Court of Kerala.

3. Letter No.DGE/5663/2026-sports2 dated 06.08.2026 of
Director of General Education

The following guidelines are issued for compliance by all
Government, aided and unaided schools in the State, subject to the
provisions of the Kerala Education Rules and orders issued by Government
from time to time.

1. Minimum Standards for School Playgrounds

1.1. The minimum extent of playground required for Lower Primary (LP),
Upper Primary (UP), High School (HS) and Higher Secondary School
(HSS) categories shall be as prescribed by Government under the Kerala
Education Rules, taking into account the category of school, educational
level and land available as applicable.

1/7364113/2026
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1.2. The prescribed standards shall be incorporated in the Kerala Education
Rules through appropriate amendment.

1.3. The standards prescribed for the respective categories of schools shall
be complied with as a mandatory requirement for grant of No Objection
Certificate (NOC), recognition of new schools and renewal of
recognition/affiliation, as applicable.

1.4. Any subsequent reduction, encroachment, diversion or conversion of

the notified playground area shall result in appropriate penalties, including
withdrawal of recognition or affiliation, following due process of law.

2. Preservation of Existing School Playgrounds

2.1. Existing playgrounds in all government, aided and unaided schools
shall be identified, mapped, and protected.

2.2. No construction activity shall be permitted within notified playground
areas without prior approval from the Directorate of General Education.

2.3. Any proposal for construction within existing playground areas shall
undergo a detailed assessment of its impact on children's right to play.

2.4. Violations shall result in appropriate action by the competent
educational authorities

3. Statewide School Playground Audit

3.1. A comprehensive statewide audit covering all schools shall be
conducted .

The following information shall be collected:

(a) Total extent of school land.

(b) Existing playground area and student strength at each level.

(c) Availability of indoor and outdoor sports facilities.

(d) Extent of playground utilisation during and after school hours.

(e) Whether playgrounds are being used for parking or other non-
educational purposes.

(f) Availability of school sports teams.

(g) Participation in Sub-District, District, State, and National competitions.
(h) Availability of Physical Education Teachers.
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(1) Availability of sports equipment and infrastructure.
(j) Additional relevant data may be collected as appropriate during the data
collection process.

3.2. The collected data may be provided to SCERT, the Directorate of
General Education, and other competent agencies for policy formulation,
curriculum planning, infrastructure development, and monitoring.

4. Physical Fitness Laboratories in Schools with Inadequate
Playground Space

4.1.In schools where adequate playground space is not available owing to
genuine constraints relating to land availability, the school authorities and
educational authorities shall take steps to ensure that students nevertheless
receive adequate opportunities for physical activity and sports.

4.2. In schools where 30% of the total land area cannot be allocated for a
playground, establishment of suitable Physical Fitness
Laboratories/physical fitness facilities shall be taken up in a phased manner.

4.3. Such facilities shall be planned and implemented in accordance with
the directions and technical guidance issued by the Director of General
Education.

4.4. The possibility of mobilising resources for such facilities through
permissible sources including CSR, Department of Sports and Youth
Affairs, Local Self Government Institutions, PTA contributions, public-
private partnerships and sponsorships shall be considered.

4.5. The Physical Fitness Laboratory shall be supervised by the Physical
Education Teacher. If no such teacher is available, the Headmaster or
Principal shall assign responsibility to a suitably trained staff member.

4.6. In LP and UP Schools, one classroom may be earmarked exclusively
for the Physical Fitness Laboratory.

4.7. In Secondary and Higher Secondary Schools, two classrooms may be
earmarked for the Physical Fitness Laboratory.

S. Prevention of Conversion of Playgrounds into Parking Areas

5.1. Schools shall be prohibited from permanently converting playgrounds
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into parking areas.

5.2. Local Self-Government Institutions may identify and allocate suitable
common parking facilities outside school premises.

5.3. Shared parking facilities may be developed for use by multiple schools
within a locality.

5.4. Existing playground areas shall be restored and reserved exclusively
for sports, recreation, and physical activity.

6. Monitoring and Compliance

6.1. The Deputy Directors of Education, District Educational Officers and
Assistant Educational Officers shall ensure implementation of these
norms/guidelines within their respective jurisdictions.

6.2. The Director of General Education shall monitor the implementation of
the norms/guidelines throughout the State and shall take necessary steps for
addressing deficiencies identified during inspections and audits.

6.3. The Director of General Education shall furnish Government, wherever

required, a consolidated report regarding the implementation of these
norms/guidelines and the status of school playgrounds in the State.

DR D SAJITH BABUTA S

SPECIAL SECRETARY

To:

1. The Director of General Education, Thiruvananthapuram.
2. All District Educational Officers/ AEOs

3. All Principals/Headmasters/Headmistresses of Government, aided
and unaided schools

4. The Director, Samagra Shiksha Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram.
The Director, SCERT, Keralam

D
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6. The Chief Executive Officer, Kerala Infrastructure and
Technology for Education (KITE), Thiruvananthapuram( for

publishing in the website)
7. Information Officer, Web & New Media, I&PRD
8. SF

Forwarded / By order,

Section Officer.
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