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Abstract

Forest&Wildlife Department-'Tree Banking Scheme'- incentivisation for
planting trees in private lands - Administrative Sanction accorded - Orders
issued.

FOREST&WILDLIFE(E)DEPARTMENT
G.O.(Rt)No0.137/2025/F&WLD Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 29-03-2025

Read 1 Letter No.SW2-1415/2024, dated 04/03/2024 from the Chief
Conservator of Forests(Social Forestry), Forest Headquarters,
Thiruvananthapuram.

2 Minutes of the Departmental Working Group meeting held on
15/01/2025.

3 Minutes of the meeting on Tree Banking Scheme held on
24/03/2025.

ORDER

The Chief Conservator of Forests (Social Forestry), as per letter

15t above, had submitted a proposal on 'Tree Banking Scheme' with the

read
objective of incentivising the planting trees in private lands to offset carbon
emissions and thereby promote environmental sustainability, increase the
supply of timber in local market etc. with the long term achievement of
carbon neutrality and self sufficiency in timber cultivation. It is proposed to
meet the expenditure from the budget head 2406-01-101-78-01-00-
Extension, Community Forestry & Agro Forestry- EF(Plan) with the
financial outlay of X 70.00 lakh as the preparatory cost for the first year, ie
FY 2025-26.

2. The proposal including the guidelines on '"Tree Banking Scheme'

had been placed in the Departmental Working Group meeting held on
15/01/2025 wherein, the Chief(Agri), Planning Board agreed to the proposal
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as the component "issuance of incentives to private forestry" has been
included in the plan write up for the Scheme for the financial year 2024-25.
As representatives from Finance department was absent in that department
working group, the meeting subsequently held on 24/03/2025 approved and
finalized the guidelines regarding utilization of funds of the proposal on

"Tree Banking Scheme" .

4. In the circumstances, Government are pleased to accord
Administrative Sanction for the implementation of "Tree Banking Scheme",
as per the scheme document appended herewith, subject to the following
conditions, utilizing funds from the the budget head 2406-01-101-78- 01-
00-Extension, Community Forestry & Agro Forestry- EF(Plan); with the
proviso that the expenditure in this regard, utilizing the budget provision, will

be made from next financial year, 2025-26 onward.

« All seedlings will be supplied free of cost and after completion of 15
years from the date of planting, the owner of the land can fell and sell
the planted trees subject to the laws in force and with concurrence from
the concerned Social Forestry Division, where the farmer 1s registered.

o APCCF(Social Forestry) shall develop proper norms/guidelines for the
distribution of small bag seedlings and big bag seedlings to the

farmers, as specified in the scheme document.

(By order of the Governor)

PRAMOD V R
JOINT SECRETARY
To:
The Principal Chief Conservator of forests & Head of Forest Forces,
Thiruvananthapuram.

The Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
(Social Forestry and F,B&A), Thiruvananthapuram.
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The Principal Accountant General (Audit), Kerala.

The Accountant General (A&E), Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram.

Finance (Agri-B)Department (as per remarks in Agri-B1/53/2025-FIN)
Information & Public Relations (Web & New Media) Department
Stock file( E3/73/2024/FWLD).

Forwarded /B)éiaﬁgaegy
Shaji A
Section Qfac’§-03-2025 17:20:41

Copy to: Private Secretary to Minister, Forest and Wildlife Department
CA to Additional Chief Secretary, Forest and Wildlife Department
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