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Ncn-{X-Øn¬ Km‘n

cmPvtam-l≥ Km‘n

         1948 ¬, 78˛mw hb n¬  sIm√s∏Sptºmƒ Km‘nPn Hcp {]mbw sN∂

hy‡nbmbmWv tXm∂n®Xv. C∂v, ]e C¥y°m¿°pw At±lØns‚ Nne

sIm®p a°ƒ°v Dƒs∏sS 78 tesd hb p≠v.

Xs‚ BbpjvImeØv Km‘n ]e ÿeßfnepw Pohn®n´p≠v.

cmPvtIm´nepw apss_bnepw Pohn®p. Z£nWm{^n°bn¬ U¿_≥, {]nt´mdnb,

sPmlm\mkv_¿Kv F∂nhnSßfn¬, KpPdmØnse AlΩZm_mZn¬,

_nlmdnse Nºmc\n¬, C∂v _mw•mtZins‚ `mKamb \hJmenbnse

s\bvØpImcpsSbpw Ae°pImcpsSbpw IqcIfn¬, Ct∏mƒ

]mInkvXm\nep≈ ssJ_¿ ]‡pJzm {]hniybnse N¿k±, DZvam≥kmbn,

At_mZ_mZv F∂nhnSßfn¬, tIcfØn¬, B{‘bn¬, Akan¬,

sIm¬°Øbn¬, apwss_bn¬, sNss∂bn¬, _wKfpcphn¬, Aar’dn¬,

emtlmdn¬, Idm®nbn¬, aym≥adnepw {ioe¶bnepw, Cw•≠v, {^m≥kv,

kzn‰vk¿e≥Uv, C‰en F∂nhnSßfn¬.

At±lw Pbnen¬ Pohn®p. C¥y°pw B{^n°°pw {_n´ojv

sF¬kpIƒ°panSbnse I∏epIfn¬ Pohn®p. C¥ybnseºmSpw Bhn

]dØn HmSnb s{Sbn\pIfn¬ Ign™p. U¬lnbn¬ At±lØns‚

BXntYb¿ lnµp°fpw ap…nwIfpw {InkvXym\nIfpw ssP\cpambncp∂p.

AhnsS At±lØns‚ BXntYb¿ ]mhs∏´ ZenXcpw L\iymwZmkv

_n¿fsb t]mep≈ [\nI hyhkmbnIfpambncp∂p.

Km‘nPn°v F√mbnShpw hoSmbn tXm∂n. ImcWw F√mbnSØpw

At±lw kplrØp°sf krjvSn®p.

sIm√sNøs∏´ tijw hfsc°mew Km‘nPn lnµptZiobhmZnIfm¬

B{Ian°s∏´p. hn`P\w XSbm\mhmØns‚ t]cn¬. “lnµp Xo{hhmZnIƒ

hnfn®p Iqhn:  “ Abmƒ ]mInkvXms‚ ]nXmhmWv.”
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C∂v lnµp tZiobhmZnIƒ Km‘nsb B{Ian°p∂Xv hn`P\sØ

sNdp°mØXn\√. Ah¿ kzImcyambn ]dbp∂Xv Cßs\bmWv”.
]mInkvXm≥ D≠mhp∂Xv XSbp∂Xn¬ Km‘n ]cmPbs∏´Xn¬ ssZhØn\v

\µn. C¥y H∂mbn XpS¿∂psh¶n¬ C¥ybnse ap…nw iXam\w 15 A√ 35

BIpambncp∂p. ssZhw CSs]´p, Km‘n ]mcmPbs∏´p. C¥y

A\p{Kln°s∏´p.”
F∂m¬, C¥y A{Xam{Xw A\p{Kln°s∏´n´n√. C¥ysb tbmPn∏n®v

\n¿ØWsa∂ Km‘nPnbpsS A]ISIcamb B{Klw ]qhWn™n√.

F¶nepw s\lvdphnt‚bpw Awt_Zv°dnt‚bpw a‰p≈hcpsSbpw

klmbtØmsS C¥y≥ cWIqSw aX\nct]£ambncn°psa∂v Km‘nPn

Dd∏m°n. Aßs\ C¥y≥ ]uc¿°v Nn¥n°m≥, hnizkn°m≥,

Bcm[n°m\p≈ kzmX{¥yw kz¥ambn.

F¥psIm≠mWv hn`P\w XSbp∂Xn¬ Km‘nPn ]cmPbs∏´Xv?
ImcWw kzmX{¥yØn\p th≠nbp≈ A£a aqew `qcn]£w C¥y°mcpw

AXmhiys∏Sp∂ hne \¬Im≥ Xbmdmbncp∂p. hn`P\ambncp∂p B hne.

aq∂p ]Xn‰m≠v At±lØns‚ ASpØ kl{]h¿ØIcmbncp∂h¿

(s\lvdp, ]t´¬, BkmZv , cmPmPn, cmtP{µ {]kmZv , Ir]men\n

F∂nhcpsSƒs∏sS) B hne \¬Im≥ Xbmdmbncp∂p. P\ßfnse henb

`qcn]£w B hne \¬Im≥ Xbmdmbncp∂p.

lnµp `qcn]£ taJeIƒ ]pXnb C¥ybmhpIbpw ap…nw `qcn]£

taJeIƒ ]mInkvXm\mhpIbpw sNbvXpsh∂Xv kXyamWv. Km‘nPn

`qcn]£ A`n{]mbØn\v hgßpIbpw hn`P\w AwKoIcn°pIbpw sNbvXp.

PohnXØns‚ Ahkm\ h¿jßfn¬ F√m P\ßƒ°pambn sNdnb

C¥ysb Hcp cmjv{Ssa∂ \nebn¬ kzX{¥ambn \ne\n¿Øm\pw

kzmX{¥yØns‚ DZbØns\m∏w kw`hn® Zp:JIcamb apdnhpIƒ

DW°m\pw Km‘nPn A[zm\n®p.
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Cu e£yßfn¬ At±lØns‚ hnPbw ]q¿Wtam kvYmbnbmbtXm

Bbncp∂n√. ]t£, AXv Akm[mcWambncp∂p.

Xs‚ PohnXØns‚ Ahkm\ h¿jØn¬ sNbvX t]mse Km‘n

hmZn°pIbpw t]mcmSpIbpw D]hkn°pIbpw sNbvXncp∂ns√¶n¬

C¥ybn¬ Hcp lnµp cmjv{Sw ÿm]n°s∏Spambncp∂p. ap…nwIƒ

U¬lnbn¬ \n∂v ]pd¥≈s∏Spambncp∂p. cmPysØºmSpw ap…nwIfpw

{InkvXym\nIfpw c≠mw Xcw ]Zhn AwKoIcn°m≥ \n¿_‘n

°s∏Spambncp∂p. Km‘nPn Cu Imcyßƒ kw`hn°p∂Xv XS™p. Cu

Imcyßƒ Xs‚ P\\Øns‚ 150˛mw hm¿jnIw ]pdta°v BtLmjn°p∂

Hcp Iq´w BfpIfpsS clky ]nSnbn¬ kw`hn°p∂Xn¬ \n∂mbncp∂p

At±lw XS™Xv. B BfpIfpsS D≈nse  B{Klw, Nnet∏msgms°

Xpd∂p Xs∂ {]ISn∏n®Xp t]mse, Hcp lnµp cmjv{Shpw h¿Kob

XcwXncnhpIfpw C¥y AXns‚  kzmX{¥yØns‚ 100˛mw hm¿jnIw, 2047˛¬

hcp∂Xn\v aptº sIm≠p hcpIbmWv.

“F√mh¿°pw Xpey AhImiw” F∂ π°m¿Uv G¥p∂Xv C∂sØ

temIØv ]pXpab√. AXv {Sw]ns‚ Atacn°bntem tamZnbpsS C¥ybntem

]pXpab√.  ]pSns‚ djybntem As√¶n¬ jnbpsS ssN\bntem A√. a‰v

]e \mSpIfnepa√.

C∂sØ tZiobhpw BtKmfhpamb ho£WtImWn¬ \n∂v

t\m°ptºmƒ 1947 epw 1948 epw Km‘n \SØnb kmlknI IrXyßƒ

Ncn{X]camb BIkvanI t\´ambn tXm∂p∂p. kzX{¥ C¥y aX\nct]£

`cWIqSam°m\p≈ \o°w C¥y≥ kzmX{¥yw t]mse Xs∂ henb

t\´ambn ImWmw.

Km‘n kzba√ Cu ^eßƒ krjvSn®Xv. As√¶n¬ tIhew

s\lvdphns‚tbm a‰ v GXm\pw t]cpsStbm klmbØmepa√.

e£°W°n\v Adnbs∏Sp∂hcpw Adnbs∏SmØhcpamb C¥y°m¿,

\nch[n C¥y°mc√mØh¿ Cu {iaØn¬ ]¶p hln®n´p≠v.
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Ah¿ {_n´ojv cmPns\bpw an°t∏mgpw XßfpsS ASpØ

_‘p°sfbpw [n°cn®p. Ah¿°v tPmenbpw ]Whpw \jvSs∏´p. Ah¿

a¿±\hpw XShp in£bpw £Wn®p hcpØn. AXns\°mƒ  {]m[m\ambn,

Km‘ns°m∏w AWn\nc∂v NphSp sh®h¿ At±lØns‚ ISp∏ap≈

\n¿t±ißƒ \S∏m°m≥ {ian®p.

`bw AcpXv, Km‘n ]d™p. H∏w Km‘n Iq´ntN¿Øp. shdp∏v AcpXv.

Km‘n C¥y°msc AhcpsS `bØn¬ \n∂v ap‡cm°m≥ N{Ih¿ØnbpsS

]oc¶nIƒ°p ap∂nte°v \bn®psh∂v s\lvdp {]ikvXamb coXnbn¬

]d™n´p≠v. shdp∏pw ap≥hn[nIfpw B›cys∏SpØp∂ hn[Øn¬

adnIS∂p. Ipd™Xv Ipd®p \mftØs°¶nepw, aXØns‚, PmXnbpsS,

`mjbpsS, h¿KØns‚ {]Xn_‘ßƒ XI¿°s∏´p.

Km‘n Ffp∏Øn¬ Dƒs°m≈mhp∂ kqN\Iƒ \¬In, F∂m¬

Ah ]ptcmKa\]cambh IqSnbmbncp∂p. Ah A{X am{Xw efnXambncp∂p.

AtX kabw \ΩpsS kmam\y[mcWbv°v HØpt]mIp∂Xmbncp∂p. Ah

“Cuiz¿ A√m tXsc \mw” F∂Xp t]mse A{Xam{Xw

DXv]XnjvWp]cambncp∂p.

Xpey AhImisØ∏‰nbp≈ `cWLS\m]camb hyhÿ,

e£°W°n\v C¥y°m¿ “Cuiz¿ A√m tXsc \mw” F∂ hmIyw XßfpsS

lrZbØnte‰msX {]mh¿ØnIamIpambncp∂n√. kzmX{¥yw km[yambXv Km‘n

“C¥y hnSpI”  F∂v {]Jym]n®Xp sIm≠√, adn®v e£°W°n\v P\w

AhcpsS lrZbØn¬ {_n´ojpIƒ  C¥y hntS≠XmsW∂v Xocpam\n®Xp

sIm≠mWv.

kzmX{¥yw ASpØv h∂ \mfn¬, Km‘n Pohn®ncn°ptºmƒ, 1947

G{]nen¬ U¬lnbn¬ \S∂ Gjy≥ dntej≥kv ktΩf\Øn¬

CuPn]vXn¬ \n∂v Hcp IhnX sNm√s∏´p.

Km‘nPnbpsS ssIbn¬ N¿°

X≠pIƒ hmfnt\°mƒ aq¿®bp≈Xmbn
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Km‘nbpsS saen™ tZlØv Np‰nb sh≈ap≠v

km{amPyXztXm°pIƒ°v Xpf®p Ibdm\mhmØ ]S®´bmbn

Km‘nbpsS BSv {_n´ojv knwltØ°mƒ IcpØp≈Xmbn.

atXXc C¥ybpsS -˛kaXzhpw kzmX{¥yhpw Ipd™ ]£w

Dt±iysa¶nepamb C¥ybpsS ̨  Ncn{X]camb BIkvanI hnPbw Xßƒ°v

th≠Xv  CXmsW∂v \n›bn® \nch[n  C¥y°m¿°nSbnse \n»_vZhpw

i‡hpamb [mcWbpsS ^eambncp∂p. Ah¿ Nne¿ DØchnSpIbpw

a‰p≈h¿ A\pkcn°pIbpw  sNøp∂ C¥y Hcn°epw AwKoIcn®n√.

\n wibambpw Ah¿ Km‘nbmepw At±lØns‚ B›cys∏SpØp∂

kwLØmepw {]tNmZn°s∏´ncp∂p. AXns\°mƒ Xßƒ°v

A`nam\n°mhp∂ Hcp C¥ysb∏‰nbp≈ XßfpsS kz¥w t_m[Øm¬,

XßfpsS kz¥w [mcWbm¬ Ah¿ Nen°s∏´p.

kaXzhpw kzmX{¥yhpw A¥ pap≈ C¥ybpsS Ncn{X]camb

BIkvanI hnPbw ho≠pw kw`hn°pw C¥y≥ P\XbpsS a\ m£nbpw

kmam\yt_m[hpw AXv ho≠pw krjvSn°pw. AsXt∏mƒ kw`hn°pw

F∂Xv am{XamWv tNmZyw.

tIcfw hgnIm´nbmht´!

am[yaw BgvN-∏-Xn∏v,

1 -H-IvtSm-_¿ 2018
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aq∂v hn[n\ymbßƒ, `n∂ {]XnIcWßƒ

laoZv tN∂awKeq¿

     sk]v‰w_¿ 27, 28 XobXnIfnembn aq∂p kp{][m\ hn[n {]kvXmhßƒ

kp{]ow tImSXn \SØpIbp≠mbn. Ahbn¬ cs≠Æw Ncn{Xhn[n F∂p

kmaqlnI \nco£Icmepw am[yaßfmepw hntijn∏n°s∏´n´p≠v.

hnhmtlXc ssewKnI _‘w {Inan\¬ Ip‰ambn IW°m°p∂ C¥y≥

in£m \nbaØnse 497˛mw hIp∏v d±m°ns°m≠p≈ hn[nbmWv Cu

cs≠ÆØn¬ H∂v. {]mbt`Zan√msX F√m kv{XoIƒ°pw i_cnae

t£{XØn¬ {]thin°m≥ A\paXn \¬Ip∂XmWv c≠masØ hn[n.

ap…nßfpsS {]m¿∞\bv°v akvPnZv A\nhmcyLSIas√∂ 1994˛se

`cWLS\m s_©ns‚ \nco£Ww ]p\:]cntim[nt°≠Xns√∂p

hy‡am°p∂ hn[n\ymbamWv aq∂matØXv.

    Chbn¬ BZyw ]cma¿in® c≠p hn[n{]kvXmhßƒ Hc¿∞Øn¬

]ctam∂X \ymbmk\w t\csØ ]pds∏Sphn® c≠p hn[nIfpsS

XpS¿®bmbn ImWmhp∂XmWv. apØemJns‚ \nbakm[pX FSpØp

If™ hn[nbpw D`bkΩX {]Imcap≈ kzh¿§cXn {Inan\¬

Ip‰a√mXm°nb hn[nbpamWnhnsS Dt±in°p∂Xv. B[p\nI kmaqlnI

ho£WßtfmSv BtcmKyIcambn CWßp∂ hn[n\ymbßfmbncp∂p Ah

c≠pw. ]q¿∆Ime BNmcßfn¬ \nt∂m aqeyßfn¬ \nt∂m Dff

hnt—Zambncp∂p B hn[nIƒ. 158 h¿jw ap≥]v , {_n´ojv

A[n\nthiImeØv \nehn¬ h∂ 497˛mw hIp∏v kp{]ow tImSXn d±p

sNøptºmƒ kw`hn°p∂Xpw AØcw Hcp hnt—ZamWv.

     tImtfmWnb¬ `cWm[nImcnIƒ hnIvtSmdnb≥ [m¿ΩnI, kZmNmc

k¶¬∏ßƒ\pkrXambn BhnjvIcn® 497˛mw hIp∏ns‚  {][m\s∏´

\yq\X AXneSßnb  kv{Xohncp≤Xbmbncp∂p. BWns‚ kzImcy kzØv

F∂ \nebn¬ s]Æv ]cnKWn°s∏´p. `¿Ømhv F∂ bPam\\p Iognep≈
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ZmknbmWv `mcy F∂ k¶¬∏Øn¬ \n∂mWv `¿Ømhns‚

A\phmZtØmsS `mcybv°v hnhmtlXc_‘amImsa∂pw ]ckv{XoKa\w

\SØp∂ `¿Ømhns\Xnsc kv{Xo°v {Inan\¬ tIkv \¬Im\mhns√∂pw

hyhÿ sNøp∂ Cu hIp∏p≠mbXv. `¿Ømhmb ]pcpjs‚  ssewKnI

kzmX{¥yhpw B[n]Xyhpw Dd∏p hcpØpIbpw kv{Xo°v kzmX{¥yhpw

I¿ØrXzhpw \ntj[n°pIbpw sNøp∂Xmbncp∂p sF.]n.kn. 497.

    hnhmtlXc ssewKnI_‘w {Inan\¬ Ip‰a√mXmbnØocpsa¶nepw AXv

Hcp knhn¬ sX‰mbn XpScpsa∂v hy‡m°s∏´n´p≠v. hnhml

tamN\Øn\p≈ \ymbambn AØcw _‘w ]cnKWn°s∏Smsa∂pw

CWbpsS BfllXybnte°v \bn®m¬ t{]cWIp‰ambn AXv

IW°m°s∏Smsa∂pw hniZoIcn°pI IqSn sNbvXn´p≠v \oXn]oTw.

hnhml _mly_‘Ønte¿s∏Sp∂ ]¶mfnbpambn th¿s]Sm\p≈

AhImiw kv{Xo°pw ]pcpj\pw Hcp t]msebp≠mhpw. ]uc∑mcpsS ta¬

`cWIqSw kZmNmc \nbaßƒ ASnt®¬∏nt°≠Xns√∂ \ne]mSt{X

tImSXn kzoIcn®ncn°p∂Xv.

hna¿iI¿ H‰s°´v

hnhml_‘w, ssewKnIX F∂nh kw_‘n® ]cºcmKX

ImgvN∏mSpIsf Iogvta¬ adn°p∂ Cu hn[nsb ]ptcmKa\ ]£Øv

\n¬°p∂h¿ kzmKXw sNbvXn´ps≠¶nepw bmYmÿnXnI hn`mKßƒ

AXnt\mSv {]XnIqe `mhamWv {]ISn∏n®Xv. sslµh, ss{IkvXh, C…manI

kwLS\Isf√mw hn[nsb hna¿in°p∂Xn¬ Gsd°psd H‰s°´mWv.

hnhmtlXc ssewKnIX Ip‰a√mXmIp∂Xv IpSpw_PohnXØns‚

ssiYneyØn\pw ssewKnX AcmPIXzØn\pw hgn sh°psa∂ Bi¶

aX bmYmÿnXnI Iq´mbvaIƒ ]¶p shbv°p∂p. AhcpsS hmZßƒ

tI´m¬ tXm∂pI  H∂c \q‰m≠v ap≥]v {_n´ojv `cWI¿Øm°ƒ

\S∏m°nb Hcp hIp∏ns‚ _eØnemWv C¥y°mcpsS IpSpw_ `{ZX
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\n∂p t]m∂sX∂mWv. kaqlhpw cmPyhpw GXp Xs∂bmbmepw kZmNmc

\nbaßf√, adn®v `mcym`¿Øm°≥am¿ XΩnep≈ kvt\lmZchpIfmWv

IpSpw_ `{ZXbpsS BWn°√v F∂XmWv bmYm¿∞yw.

  aXw Du´nbpd∏n® [m¿ΩnI˛kZmNmc aqeyßfmWv

sshhmlnI˛IpSpw_ _‘ßfpsS sI´pd∏n\pw ssewKnI hyhÿ

C√mXm°p∂Xn\pw \nZm\ambn h¿Øn°p∂Xv F∂p Nne aXkwLS\Iƒ

AhImis∏Sp∂p≠v. A\p`h bmYm¿∞yßfpambn AsXm´pw

s]mcpØs∏Sp∂n√. aXw DZvtLmjn°p∂ [m¿ΩnI N´ßfpw kZmNmc

\nbaßfpw I¿i\ambn \S∏n¬ hcpØnb kuZn Atd_ybpw

]mInkvXm\paS°ap≈ cmPyßfnsem∂pw hnhmtlXc ssewKnI_‘w

C√mXmhpItbm kZmNmc kwip≤nbntebv°v kaqlw DbcpItbm

sNbvXn´n√.

     sF.]n.kn 497˛mw hIp∏pw {Inan\¬ \S]Sn{IaØnse 198(2)˛mw hIp∏pw

kp{]owtImSXn Akm[phm°nbt∏mƒ as‰mcp hkvXpX IqSn ad\o°n

]pdØp h∂p. _n.sP.]n bpsS t\XrXzØnep≈ tI{µ k¿°mcns\ \nc¥cw

hna¿in°p∂ \yq\]£ auenIhmZnIfpw tamZn `cWIqShpw XΩn¬

ssewKnIXbptSbpw IpSpw_ k¶¬∏Ønt‚bpw hnjbßfn¬

Bib]ctam \ne]mSp]ctam Bb bmsXmcp hyXymkhpan√ F∂XmWXv.

tImSXnhn[n ap≥\n¿Øn t]m∏pe¿ {^‚pImcpsS apJ]{Xamb tXPkv

FgpXnb apJ{]kwKw AXns‚ sXfnhmWv.

    IpSpw_ _‘ßfpw tImSXn \ne]mSpIfpw F∂ Xes°´n¬ {]kvXpX

]{Xw sk]v‰w_¿ 28˛\v {]kn≤oIcn® FUnt‰mdnben¬

hnhml_‘Øns‚ ]hn{XX kwc£n°m≥ \nbaw \ne\n¬°Wsa∂v

tI{µ k¿°mcns‚ hmZw \oXn]oTw apJhnebvs°SpØn√ F∂ hnem]w

ImWmw. 497˛mw  hIp∏v FSpØp If™pIqSm  F∂pw hnhmtlXc_‘w

{Inan\¬ Ip‰ambn ]cnKWn°p∂ \nbaw hnhmlØns‚ ]hn{XXm

kwc£WØn\v A\pt]£yamsW∂pap≈ _n.sP.]n k¿°mcns‚
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hmZtØmSv ]q¿Æm¿∞Øn¬ tN¿∂p \n¬°pIbmWv ChnsS

]n.F v̂.sF.bpsS ]{Xw sNøp∂Xv.

PamAsØ C…man°mcpsS ]{Xamb am[yahpw tI{µ

k¿°mcnt\msSm∏amWv \n¬∏v. kZmNmcw \nbaØn\v ]pdØv F∂

io¿jIØn¬ sk]v‰w_¿ 29˛\v am[yaw FgpXnb apJ{]kwKØn¬ Cßs\

hmbn°mw. hnhmtlXc _‘Øn¬ G¿s∏Sp∂hcn¬ ]pcpjs\ am{Xa√,

kv{Xosbbpw in£n°Wsa∂mWv tI{µ k¿°m¿ hmZn®Xv .

hnhml_‘Øns‚ {]m[m\yhpw ]hn{XXbpw k¿°m¿ FSpØp ]d™p.

AXn\m¬ hnhmlØns‚ hnip≤n \ne\n¿Øp∂ in£ \ne\n¿ØpIbpw

H∏w B in£ enwK\nct]£am°pIbpw sNømsa∂mbncp∂p hmZw.

tXPkns\t∏mse am[yahpw tamZn k¿°mcn\p th≠n h°meØv

Gs‰Sp°p∂XmWv ta¬hcnIfn¬ \mw ImWp∂Xv.

i_cnaebn¬ {]mbt`Zsat\y F√m kv{XoIƒ°pw {]thi\

kzmX{¥yw A\phZn®p sIm≠p≈ hn[nbpsS ImcyØnepw `n∂

{]XnIcWßfp≠mbn. enwK kaXzhmZnIƒ hn[nsb ]q¿Æambn kzmKXw

sNbvXt∏mƒ ]m\ºcyhmZnIƒ FXn¿kzcßfpambn cwKØp h∂p. 67

h¿jw ap≥]v  1951˛¬ t_mws_ sslt°mSXn \cmkp A∏amen tIkn¬

]pds∏Sphn® hn[nbpsS D≈S°amWv i_cnae hn[ntbmsS Akm[phmbXv.

hy‡n\nbaßfpw aXmNmcßfpw A\pjvTm\ßfpw hnizmkßfpw XpeyX,

PohnXw, A¥ v F∂o auenImhImißfpsS ]cn[n°p

]pdØmsW∂mbncp∂p t_mws_ sslt°mSXn hn[n®ncp∂Xv. Ct∏mƒ

kp{]ow tImSXnbpsS `cWLS\m s_©v hy‡am°nbncn°p∂Xv

aXhnizmkßfpw BNmcm\pjvTm\pßfpƒs∏sS F√m \nbaßfpw

auenImhImißƒ°v hnt[bamsW∂pw i_cnaebnse s]¨hne°v

enwKXpeyXbvs°XncmbXn\m¬ AXv auenImhImi hncp≤amsW∂pamWv.

XeapdIfmbn \ne\n∂pt]mcp∂ aXmNmcßƒ hnizmknkaqlsØ

kw_‘n®nStØmfw aXhnizmkØns‚ Ahn`‡`mKamsW∂ hmZamWv
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]Xnhp t]mse FXn¿]£w Db¿ØnbXv. aXkw_‘amb Imcyßfn¬

atXXc tImSXnIƒ IS∂p Ibdp∂Xv Bimkyas√∂v Ah¿

A`n{]mbs∏SpIbpw sNøp∂p. CØcw hmZapJßƒ°p≈ adp]Sn PÃnkv

Un.ssh. N{µNqUns‚ \nco£Wßfnep≠v: Hcp hn`mKw ]uc∑msc Hgn®p

\n¿Øp∂ aXmNmcßfpambn apt∂m´p t]mhm≥ aXØnt\m

aXkwLS\Iƒt°m `cWLS\ A\phmZw \¬Ip∂n√. `cWLS\bpsS

26˛mw hIp∏v Dd∏p \¬Ip∂ aXmhmImißfn¬ kwLmhImißƒ (group
rights) Dƒs∏Spsa¶nepw Ahsbm∂pw hy‡nIfpsS kzmX{¥ysØtbm

A¥ ns\tbm XpeyXsbtbm _m[n°m≥ ]mSn√. aXkwLS\IfpsS

AhImißƒ hy‡nIfpsS AhImißsf l\n°pw hn[ambn°qsS∂p

N{µNqUv hniZoIcn°p∂p.

aq∂masØ tImSXnhn[nbpsS ]›mØew 1994˛¬ cWLS\m s_©v

\¬Inb Hcp hn[nbpsS ]p\:]cntim[\ Bhiys∏´p≈  l¿PnbmWv. 24 h¿jw

ap≥]v Ckvambn¬ ^mdqJn tIkn¬, Gs‰Sp°¬ \nbaØn¬ \n∂ ap…nßƒ

Dƒs∏sS Hcp kapZmbØnt‚bpw Bcm[\mtI{µßƒ°v ]cnc£ e`n°n√

F∂v  `cWLS\m s_©v hy‡am°nbncp∂p. C…manse {]m¿∞\bv°v ]≈n

A\nhmcya√ F∂pw Nq≠n°m´s∏´ncp∂p. Cu hnjbw hnime s_©n\p

hnSWsa∂ At]£bmWv Ct∏mƒ kp{]ow tImSXn X≈nbXv.

ap…nßfpsS \akvImcØn\v ]≈n IqSntb Xocq F∂n√ F∂ tImSXn

\nco£Ww sX‰msW∂v hmZhpambn ap…nw kwLS\Iƒ cwKØp h∂n´p≠v.

ap…nßfpsS \akvImcw ho´ntem ]≈nbntem shfnbntem

FhnsSsh®pamImsa∂p ]dbp∂Xv tImSXnb√. \q‰m≠pIfmbn ap…nw

]WvUnX¿ Bh¿Øn®p t]mcp∂ ImcyamWXv. HØp tN¿∂p≈ {]m¿∞\

(congregation) C…mans‚ Ahn`mPy `mKamsW∂p Nne kwLS\Iƒ

FSpØp Im´p∂p. kapZmbØnse ]mXnhcp∂ kv{XoIƒ°v ]≈n

{]thi\w A\phZn°mØh¿ HØp tN¿∂p≈ {]m¿∞\sb°pdn®v

kwkmcn°p∂Xntesd Im]Syw thsdsb¥p≠v.
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{it≤bamb Imcyw lnµp kwLS\Isft∏mse ap…nw kwLS\Ifpw

aXhnjbßfn¬ atXXc tImSXn CSs]ScpsX∂p ]d™psh°p∂p≠v.

bmYmÿnXnIXbn¬ CcpIq´cpw Htc Xqh¬]£nIƒ Xs∂.

kaImenI aebmfw,

8 HIvtSm_¿ 2018
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A Unique Dilemma

Kaushik Deka

If you are part of the workforce that pays income tax, you must have an Aadhaar

number. If you are not financially sound/ socially backward and need to access

government welfare schemes, you must show the 12-digit unique identity number. Even

if you don’t belong to either of these categories, you will need a PAN (Permanent Account

Number) for financial transactions aggregating over Rs 2.5lakh a year. And your PAN must be

linked to your Aadhaar number.

In other words, if you live a life of relative privilege, and even if you don’t and depend on

government welfare schemes, you need Aadhaar. This is a practical reading of the September 26

Supreme Court verdict on the constitutional validity of the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial

and Other Subsidies, Benefits and Services) Act, 2016. While upholding its validity, the five-

judge constitutional bench of the Supreme Court struck down Section 57 of the Act, which

allowed corporate entities or even individuals to demand Aadhaar for their goods or services.

The apex court also struck down a circular issued by the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India

(TRAI) in March 2017 mandating the linking of mobile numbers to Aadhaar. The Unique

Identification Authority of India (UIDAI), the agency responsible for implementing the Aadhaar

scheme, has now asked telcos to submit plans by October 15 to close down their Aadhaar-

based authentication systems in line with the Supreme Court order.

But plans are already afoot to restore the provision to mandatorily link

Aadhaar to mobile phones and bank accounts- Union finance minister Arun Jaitley

has advocated a legislature route for this. A PIL has also been filed in the Madras High Court seeking

the linking of Aadhaar to electoral rolls and voter cards. The ection Commission too has said that

it has no objection to such a move.

Of course, one can still enjoy many privileges/ rights without an Aadhaar card, such as

voting.  You can also ignore demands for the number from private entities such as banks (including

nationalised ones), phone companies and schools and colleges. But by making the Aadhaar-
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PAN linking and the requirement of Aadhaar while applying for a PAN mandatory, the verdict

has ensured that your bank details reach the UIDAI. In India, a PAN is now compulsory to open

a bank account. While allowing the government to continue linking Aadhaar with government

welfare schemes, the court went by the argument that it was serving a much larger public interest.

Reading out the verdict, Justice Arjan Kumar Sikri said the bench was satisfied that Aadhaar

was a suitable means to achieve a legitimate goal-prevention of leakage and pilferage. The court

upheld Section 7 of the Aadhaar Act, which states that it is mandatory for any government

scheme that draws out of the consolidated fund of India. This means that if you want to avail of

benefits such as PDS rations, LPG subsidy or entitlements under MNREGA, you have to furnish

your Aadhaar number or an Aadhaar enrolment ID.

The proponents of Aadhaar often argue that it has reduced leakages in the delivery of

public services. Hailing the SC verdict, NITI Aayog CEO Arnitabh Kant said: “Over Rs 90,000

crore is saved every year by plugging leakages in over 500 welfare schemes through the use of

Aadhaar for authentication.” Lawyer-author Rahul Matthan who represented the interests of

private sector companies in the Aadhaar case, argues that Aadhaar’s digital infrastructure has

cost benefits. “The cost of KYC (know your customer) approval for giving a loan was Rs 1,000.

But because of Aadhaar-based eKYC, the cost is down to Rs 5,” he says.

However, a study conducted by the same NITI Aayog in Puducherry, Chandigarh and

Dadra and Nagar Haveli between January 2016 and March 2017 found that leakages in Direct

Benefit Transfer through Aadhaar-seeded bank accounts has not been lower than the earlier

estimates of leakages under the public distribution system.

According to development economist Reetika Khera, a strong advocate of data privacy,

Aadhaar has no role in plugging leakages or in the identification of legitimate beneficiaries. Instead,

it has created an ecosystem of exclusion. Khera, in fact, argues that the primary purpose of

Aadhaar was never to improve financial inclusion or welfare administration as projected. “Welfare

was just the sugarcoating to facilitate an essentially commercial project. These commercial activities

required a digital ID infrastructure such as Aadhaar, which was built using public money,” she
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wrote in a column. To substantiate her claim, she says that several “volunteers” who helped build

the Aadhaar infrastructure are now using the platform to build their businesses.

The Supreme Court took note of one of her articles in which she had mentioned a survey of

900 households in Jharkhand, which proved that the mandatory Aadhaar identification excluded

the most vulnerable, such as old widows who could not go to the shop to authenticate themselves,

and led to great hardship for others. Although the bench headed by then chief justice Dipak

Misra held that Aadhaar was meant to facilitate delivery of welfare benefits to the marginalised

sections, it also sent a warning to the government: “In the context of the serious grievance of

financial exclusion, the court directs that no individual should be excluded from the receipt of

welfare entitlements, such as foodgrains, for want of an Aadhaar number.”

But the bigger worry for the petitioners, who had challenged the constitutional validity of the

Aadhaar Act, is the Aadhaar architecture, which enables a comprehensive surveillance by the

government. The petitioners argued that the Aadhaar Act violated the fundamental right to privacy,

which the Supreme Court had upheld in 2017.

The architecture of the Aadhaar project consists of a Central Identities Data Repository (CIDR),

which stores and maintains authentication transaction data. Based on this architecture, it is possible

for government authorities to track down the location of the person seeking authentication, argued

one of the petitions. Economist Jean Dreze says the court verdict does little to curtail the powers

Aadhaar gives the government to link multiple databases and build an infrastructure of surveillance.

Senior advocate Shyam Divan argued in the Supreme Court that the Aadhaar project was an

electronic leash to keep people under control. “Centralised and inter-linked databases also enable

tracking, profiling, leading to self-censorship, which endangers our freedom,” says Khera.

Indeed, if Aadhar does finally get linked with bank accounts, mobile numbers and voter

IDs, the government will be able to put citizens under a 360-degree surveillance, a fear often

expressed by critics of Aadhaar.

Matthan agrees with this, saying that the possibility of connecting various data-bases could

threaten the privacy of citizens. “The Aadhaar data itself is not dangerous. What is dangerous is
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Aadhaar connected to all government databases such as MNREGA, LPG distribution etc.

Currently, they are under separate ministries and it’s not easy to connect them. But if there is an

initiative to connect these, it must adhere to the Right to Privacy, as defined by the Supreme

Court last year,” he says.

The court took note of these concerns but opined that data collection by Aadhaar was minimal

and served a much larger public interest. It, however, provided partial relief to the complainants by

striking down the provision that allowed the archiving of authentication records-wherever a person

used Aadhaar to prove his identity-for five years. Such records can now be kept only for six

months. The court also banned storage of metadata of transactions by individuals. This means the

UIDAI cannot collect data sets and mine it for more data or analysis. The SC also struck down

Section 33(2) of the Aadhaar Act, which allowed sharing of data with security agencies on grounds

of national security. Section 47 of the Act, which allowed only the government to complain in case

of theft of Aadhaar data, was also revoked. Now individuals too can file a complaint. The Supreme

Court also asked the Centre to bring a robust law for data protection as soon as possible.

The government is currently examining the draft personal data protection bill 2018, submitted

in July by the Justice B.N. Srikrishna-headed expert panel. One of the strongest criticisms against

the draft bill has been that it proposes stringent measures against data privacy violations by

private players but goes soft on possible breaches by government. According to Smriti Parsheera,

consultant, National Institute of Public Finance & Policy, the proposed bill needs strengthening

when it comes to data access by intelligence and law enforcement agencies. “There is a disconnect

between what the report is saying and how much of it is reflected in the bill. For instance, in the

discussions on access to data by enforcement and intelligence agencies, the report emphatically

states that current systems are insufficient and we need reforms like prior judicial review for

authorising surveillance activities. This thinking, however, has not been translated into the draft

law,” she says.

Justice Srikrishna recognises the dangers of state surveillance and has recommended that the

government pass a law on judicial supervision of executive action for surveillance. “The idea
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behind the proposal to add parliamentary approval for such surveillance with an expiry term of

six months is to include the three legs of democracy,” says Matthan.

He then points to the biggest flaw in the proposed privacy law-there is no penalty on the

government for violating privacy provisions. Perhaps such impunity is what has encouraged the

government to violate Supreme Court orders related to Aadhaar as well. For instance, despite an

SC directive in 2015 restricting mandatory submission of Aadhaar to five welfare schemes, the

Narendra Modi government has linked it to at least three dozen welfare programmes. And now the

court has had to warn the government not to exclude those who don’t have Aadhaar from welfare

schemes since there is still no architecture and guidelines in place to provide for them.

India Today,
22 October 2018.
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Humpty Dumpty Economy

Lola Nayar

A falling rupee, a tumbling stock market wiping out the gains of the year, more bad news

on the banks front, a deficient though well-spread monsoon, rising oil prices and increasing signs

of discontent among farmers are but a few counts of unease on the horizon barely six months

ahead of the crucial 2019 general elections. The unease persists despite the 8.2 per cent GDP

growth recorded in the first quarter of 2018-19 fiscal year. Many of the issues are interlinked,

while others are due to the policymakers’ faulty or unrealistic expectations for example, that by

merely announcing higher minimum support price, they can ensure farmers get rightful prices for

their produce.

Even as the government grapples to come to grips with non-performing assets (NPAs),

and tries to recover the outstanding dues from some of the top loan defaulters, steps taken to

stabilise infrastructure-funding major IL&FS is further eroding consumer confidence in banks. A

recent study by online consumer group, LocalCircies, has found growing concern about the

operations of both public-sector and private banks over NPAs and other issues. According to

CUTS International fellow Amol Kulkarni, while consumer confidence in banks has been eroded

to an extent, not enough is being done to educate consumers about efficient alternatives to invest

their money in. “There are financial markets and other possibilities of investing funds, but they

have not been adequately promoted, leaving consumers less aware of the options to non-performing

and less-paying avenues in banks, which are at high risk because of NPAs and other areas of

inadequate performance,” says Kulkarni.

Most consumers still bank with public sector banks (PSBs) due to the confidence that

the government will not let them fail. After the merger of five subsidiaries with the State Bank of

India (SBI), the government has been working on creating more such mega banks. Kulkarni

argues that government backing for PSBs is an inefficient market practice as the market should

determine whether a bank should be running or sent for liquidation “as that is how capital can be

efficiently allocated”.
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Mahesh Vyas, managing director and CEO of Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy

(CMIE) Pvt Ltd, points out that there is no talk of banks not being financially sound or safe

despite the consumer anger against bank scams. “Building confidence in banks is important as

they are still the safest compared to any other institution such as the equity market, the debt

market, the NBFCs (non-banking financial companies), gold or real estate,” says Vyas. Agreeing

that banks remain the safest as they keep a large part of their money in government security

CRISIL Limited chief economist Dharmakirti Joshi says, “We have seen a lot of muck come out,

but that doesn’t mean it will be deleterious to the banking system. In fact, it will help the whole

sector improve.”

Besides banks another financial sector entity, the Life Insurance Corporation (LIC), has

been in the news lately owing to links with the near-bankrupt IL&FS. The fact that the government

treats this institution as a bailout entity-whether it is for helping a tottering PSU or in its so-called

disinvestment exercise has been a cause of much concern. While questioning policymakers’

moves, market experts are divided on LIC’s robustness in the long term.

Pankaj Murarka, founder, Renaissance Investment Managers, points out that LIC’s strength

lies in being a government - run institution, with a large corpus of funds under its management that

is invested in equity and debt markets. “While the recent credit event in IL&FS and LIC’s

intention of participating in its revival plan cast a shadow on potential investment returns on the

funds that LIC manages, we believe it doesn’t impact the long-term existence of the institution,

given its size and government backing,” says Murarka. But Prof Raghav Gaiha of Global

Development Institute, University of Manchester, has concerns about the long-term impact of

LIC’s actions. “Unfortunately, it is not safe, given its huge exposure to state- owned banks

overloaded with NPAs, their bailout and, more recently, the collapse of IL&FS. It is indeed

alarming that LIC is saddled with financial burdens it is not equipped to overcome, putting at risk

the savings of millions of small savers,” says Gaiha.
Vyas too argues that the LIC’s long-term strength is being compromised with the government

dumping on it institutions that cannot stand on their own. It has become the government’s bailout

institution. “This will be very damaging for a very important financial institution,” says Vyas.
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At the current juncture, two major events are reflecting investor sentiments, not necessarily

due to internal conditions, say experts. One is the volatility that has seen the stock market losing

all the gains made during the year. The second is the continuing depreciation of the rupee, currently

nudging past Rs 74 to a dollar. Both the events are inter-linked in many ways. Joshi says the

stock market slide is largely due to global factors-the US interest rates, very low for a very long

time, have now started rising very fast. The bond holders, who look at different countries for

higher returns, are investing in the US as the interest rates have risen from 1 to 3 per cent. In

effect, the investors are getting a much better return in the US than in India. No wonder there is

a sell-off not just in India but in all emerging markets.

Murarka says that apart from a combination of factors, including spike in crude oil prices

and rupee depreciation, “the tightness in system liquidity post the September 15 advance tax payment

has led to the market correction. The fall has been accentuated by the recent credit event in IL&FS

and the resultant risk-off in NBFCs and banks.” Agreeing that the stock market turmoil is a long-

awaited market correction, Vyas points out that we have seen earnings fail and the price multiples

going up through the past few years, resulting in the multiples going way too high.

According to the market expert, people had been expecting magic when Narendra Modi

became PM and were willing to give it a long shot. Generally, the honeymoon period lasts six

months to a year; this time it went on for three to four years. “But it can’t be forever,” says Vyas.

“There has to be a correction’ and now that elections are around the corner, people are saying

‘no more honeymoon’, leading to a relook at the stocks. So other excuses like things going bad

in the international market, foreign investors (FPI) going back or the US doing very well are all

incidental. The main thing is that the Indian equity markets are very expensive and the confidence

that the earnings will match up to the multiples has wilted.”

However, optimistic that system liquidity should improve in October on the back of

government spending and open market operations by the RBI, Murarka says the market trajectory

from here onwards would be a function of crude oil price movement and developments pertaining

to state and general elections.
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Let’s now look at the rupee. Among factors influencing the Indian currency, according to

CRISIL’s Joshi, is India’s current account deficit. “Countries that have a current account deficit

get punished more where currencies are concerned. Then there are the non-deliverable forward

(NDF) markets outside India for the rupee, which also creates volatility,” he says. Over a long

period of time, the rupee has been depreciating at 2-2.5 per cent per year. This trend was

reversed over the past three or four years. So part of the weakness of the currency is normal and

part of it is due to the global bond market sell-off. India is also very vulnerable to high oil prices-

when prices go up, the risk is seen as higher in India from the inflation point of view, the fiscal

point of view and also in terms of the currency. When oil prices shoot up, we need more dollars

to meet our import demand, and the value of the rupee is largely influenced by the demand and

supply of dollars.

Observer Research Foundation chairman Sunjoy Joshi, an energy expert, expects further

dip in the rupee “as we are very vulnerable to our import demand for oil. If there is any crisis in

the global oil markets, we are always the first to be hit. We have not found any answers to this

vulnerability so far.” As a result, there is a crisis every time the rupee falls or the oil prices rise as

our current account deficit and fiscal deficit immediately surge. A collateral damage of any bad

news for the economy is the impact on stock market sentiment, resulting in share prices falling. It

is all interlinked.

Like many times in the past, this year too the government’s responses have been kneejerk,

undoing a whole series of reforms undertaken over the past few years. For instance, the government

recently unravelled the entire oil sector reforms by intervening in the wrong things at the wrong

time to force oil companies to offer subsidy on transport fuels. Subsidy of less than Rs 3 may

make very little difference to consumers as the prices of petrol and diesel are at unprecedented

levels, but for oil companies it is a roll back to the subsidy era.

On the infrastructure front, a major facilitator of employment besides manufacturing,

things have started looking up, according to Shashikant Hegde, CEO, Projects Today. Based on

a Projects Today survey, Hegde says private-sector investment has shown an improvement in
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the last two quarters. There was 21 per cent quarter  on quarter improvement in the first quarter,

and there has been a 35.5 percent improvement in the second.

“There is some sign of revival, but we cannot say capacity addition or announcement of

new projects have started in earnest,” says Hegde. “In the last” two quarters, we have seen

announcements of investments in steel, cement, electronics and construction. Revival in construction

is a very good thing as it is where most employment is generated, like in manufacturing.”

While new projects in steel and cement are being announced, there is no overlooking the

fact that many among the existing companies are facing bankruptcy or are loan defaulters. The

most pathetic condition is in the thermal power sector as many companies are facing coal shortage

and have no power purchase pacts, while the discoms are defaulting on dues. They have huge

debts, while the banks are refusing to lend further. It’s no surprise then that the RBI’s latest

consumer confidence index survey, conducted in September, shows worsening of consumers’

perception of the general economic situation and the employment scenario.

Outlook,
22 October 2018.
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BOOK REVIEW

Lengthening Shadow of The Lifelong Quester
(A Review of the Book ‘Gandhi 1914-1948 : The Years That Changed The World’

written by Ramachandra Guha)

P.A. Krishnan

The Indian freedom movement did not take place on a smooth plain. Its terrain was

rough, full of ups and downs and twists and turns. Many of those who travelled in that terrain

were of an uncommon calibre. Still, a great number of them stumbled and fell by the wayside. A

few managed to survive and reach the destination. And Gandhi led them all. His is easily among

the most extra-ordinary stories ever told and he easily the most widely known modern Indian

anywhere in the world. I had been asked about him by ordinary people in countries as far away

as Costa Rica. They were amazed, as Einstein rightly predicted, that such a man could really

exist. Nearer home, there are a few who revile him and attribute to him diabolic qualities which,

if he had been told that he had had them, would have induced a smile from him. Just a few days

ago, I saw a poster carrying a huge picture of a Southern politician (with an inset of Modi) and

rather triumphantly calling him the Godse of South India.

It did not elucidate which modern Gandhi he was zeroing on. Seventy years after his

martyrdom, Gandhi is many things to many people. Still, there is a quintessential Gandhi, as seen

by his adulating, friendly, critical and contemptuous contemporaries and as maybe distilled from

his life and writings. It is this Gandhi that Guha presents in his book in an easy and a graceful

style. The book runs, into over eleven hundred pages, but its flow would mesmerise even persons

who hate huge tomes, like me. It is said of some masterpieces of painting that whoever is

assessing them is being assessed in turn. This is true of Gandhi too. In my assessment, Guha will

be counted among the great biographers of the world.

Guha’s is a narrative biography, chronologically told as far as practicable. Amazingly, for

a book of its girth, it doesn’t digress much, hewing close to its subject.
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In the first hundred pages, Gandhi searches for solutions to some of the unique problems

of India. The Gandhi of the last few pages is still searching for solutions to almost the same

problems. In the intervening years, he himself changed into a different person and transformed

millions of Indians into better human beings. Many more remained unchanged, but that was not

his fault. It is rarely given to one to depart from this world at the most glorious moment of one’s

Iife-Gandhi died when he was the exemplar of an astonishing iridescence of love and compassion

when the world around him was dissolving in a miasma of hate. Guha covers these heady years

with aplomb. He also deals with the human Gandhi. He is unsparing in his criticism about Gandhi’s

wooden-headedness in dealing with his children, especially his eldest son. He speaks about his

infatuation with Tagore’s niece and, thankfully, is very brief on his infamous experiments on

Brahmacharya.

Guha’s coverage of the Poona Pact is fair and there is some substance in his assertion that

Ambedkar had a far greater impact on Gandhi than he was sometimes willing to acknowledge. But

Gandhi was right when he says, “Nobody has opposed untouchability in such strong language as

I.” Gandhi was targeted by fanatical Hindus for two reasons. One was that he spoke for Hindu-

Muslim unity. The other was that he consistently spoke for Dalits (Harijans in his words). We know

Gandhi gave his life for Hindu-Muslim unity. Many of us do not know that he almost gave his life for

Dalits. A bomb was thrown at him in Pune on June 25, 1934, while he was on a tour preaching the

eradication of untouchability. He escaped unhurt, but five persons were injured. Gandhi said, “I am

not acting for martyrdom, but if it comes in my way ... 1 shall have earned it, and it will be possible

for the historian of the future, to say that the vow I had taken before Harijans that I would, if need

be, die in the attempt to remove untouchability was literally fulfilled.”

This is the first book on Gandhi which tells in some length the almost untold story of

Mahadev Desai, the self-effacing and brilliant secretary of Gandhi who died in 1942, just a few

days after he was imprisoned along with Gandhi. It was he who protected Gandhi, advised him,

gently fought with him and even made him change his views. It was only Gandhi who would have

attracted such a personality. It was only a person of Mahadev’s calibre and integrity who would
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have endured Gandhi for so long, which ultimately killed him at a relatively young age of fifty.

Gandhi remembered Desai almost every day until his own death. ‘ The other personality who

comes out beautifully in the book is Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, the Sikh princess. It was she who

was instrumental in bringing Dr Ambedkar to Nehru’s first cabinet. When madness was unfolding

in Punjab, she wrote to Gandhi: “The tragedy is that most of us inwardly rejoice when our

community gets its back on the other .. .I am filled with fear as to where we are drifting.” It was

Gandhi and mostly Gandhi who convinced all those who were sane at that time that it was wrong

to rejoice at the suffering of others, just because they belonged to a different community. Ultimately,

it was his martyrdom that arrested the drift.

Guha also makes a short work of the canard that Gandhi did not do his best to prevent

Bhagat Singh and his comrades from being sent to the gallows. He points out that Gandhi wrote

a letter to the Viceroy on March 23,1931 pleading with him to postpone the execution, but they

were executed on March 24.

I have a few problems with the book.Gandhi had very different views on science,

technology, industrialisation, medicine and many things that were then considered modern. Guha

scarcely covers that ground.  Gandhi, after coming out of prison in 1944, exchanged a series of

letters with P.C. Joshi, the Communist leader, which were discussed at some length when they

were compiled into a book. Guha is silent on them. Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan does not appear

in the narrative after page 550. I am also disappointed that he does not mention the 1931 Karachi

Resolution of the Congress, which demanded, among other things, a living wage for industrial

workers, suppression of slavery, protection of working women, prohibition of child labour,

progressive income tax on agricultural incomes and legacies, adult suffrage, freedom of worship,

trade union rights and equal rights for all citizens. It was Gandhi who piloted the resolution

through the Subjects Committee, if I am not wrong, and ensured that it was passed unanimously.

Gandhi said this in 1928: “It would be on the question of Hindu- Muslim unity that my

Ahimsa would be put to its severest test, and that question presented the widest field for my

experiments in Ahimsa. The conviction is still there. Every moment of my life I realise that God is
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putting me on my trial.” He could not have been more explicit than this. He tried many such

experiments. All through his life he was groping for answers and died without really getting them. I

am not sure about God, but a few haughty humans tried him and found him wanting. For the humble

others, it is his search that engages them even now and makes them realise that he was one of the

most glorious personalities ever to grace the earth. Guha has brought this Gandhi to them.

Outlook,
29 October 2018.
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RESUME OF BUSINESS TRANSACTED DURING THE  13th SESSION

OF HIMACHAL PRADESH LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

The business transacted during the 13th Session of the Himachal Pradesh Legislative

Assembly which commenced on the 23rd August, 2018 and concluded on 31st August, 2018. In

all, the House met for 7 days. The Session commenced with established convention of playing of

the National Anthem.

This being the Monsoon Session, major business before the House was presentation,

consideration and passing of the Govt. Bills. On the 23rd August, 2018, the opening day off he

Session commenced at 11.00 A.M., the House paid tributes to late Shri Atal Behari Bajpayee

former Prime Minister (India) and Shri Dile Ram Shabab Member of Himachal Pradesh Legislative

Assembly. The Hon’ble Chief Minister, Ministers, the Leader of Opposition and Members

including the Hon’ble Speaker, made obituary references to the departed souls. After the obituary

references the questions which were fixed or the day were deemed to be laid on the Table of the

House and the other business fixed for the day was shifted for the next day.

 The Secretary, H.P. Legislative Assembly laid on the Table of the House a copy each of

the Bills assented by the Governor of Himachal Pradesh.

The Question Hour remained throughout the Session.  In all, 319 notices of Starred

Questions were received, out of which 272 notices were admitted.  Similarly, 110 notices for

written answer were received and 84 notices were admitted besides this 24 notices of Starred

Questions were converted into Unstarred Questions.

The Govt. apprised the House of the latest position of 24 issues of special mentions under

Rule-324.  6 notices of Calling Attention to the matters of urgent public importance under Rule-62,

two notices of short duration discussions under Rule-63 were admitted and discussed, five five

notices under Rule-61, three motions under Rule-130 were discussed and four Private Members

Resolutions under Rule-101 were received and out of these one resolution discussed and replied

by the concerned Minister. First resolution which was moved in the House was of the previous

Session & discussed in the House and one resolution which was moved in the House will be taken-
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up for discussion during the next Session, other resolutions which were not moved were treated as

lapsed. 48 documents relating to Annual dministrative Reports, Annual Accounts/ Audited Reports

of various Autonomous Bodies/ Corporations of the State Government and the Recruitment &

Promotion Rules of various Departments/Corporations were laid on the Table of the House. 49

Reports of the House Committees were presented and laid on the Table of the House.

In the sphere of Legislative Business, the following Bills were introduced, considered and

passed by the Legislative Assembly:-

1. The Himachal Pradesh Transfer of Land (Regulation)

 Amendment Bill, 2018 (Bill No.9 of 2018); and

 2. The Himachal Pradesh Public Service Commission (Additional

 Functions) Bill, 2018 (Bill No. 10 of 2018)

The H.P. Protection of Interests of  Depositors (In Financial Establishment) Amendment

Bill , 2016 (Bill  No.4 of 2016) was  withdrawn by the Government.

In order to keep the House informed, the Hon’ble Chief Minister and other Ministers

made the Suo Motu statements on various important issues in the House during the Session.

Before adjourning the House sine-die, the Hon’ble Speaker expressed his thanks to the

Hon’ble Chief Minister, Hon’ble Ministers and Hon’ble Members for their outstanding sincere

co-operation in the smooth conduct of the Business of the House.

The House was adjourned sine-die by the Hon’ble Speaker Dr. Rajeev Bindal on 31 st

August, 2018 after playing of the National Song and prorogued by the Governor of Himachal

Pradesh on the same day i.e. 31st  August, 2018.


