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$)S) 0T VOBSMAIW] al) B DalCRISMmY Mo
@PWI. @RMIGISS GTVIEM

OMDIW62! DalERISMILHSBIOS AOUNI BB ag)M) Alletdatlaflesdalyom
1986-621 9alGRIS®) MVoAGHUMMIVA0 0GIBHOBINE al)@I® MR GH(M3
MBE63 al0d81ead1ed @RAIOC]A{laflElee)M). PalBRBIS®Y MVOOGHEMMTIMOW]
aB@6ajs)om@ aflaflw agRMMUle:8)es @veld)o allSl®io BOgleeeME)SS
AW MO2CIHBHEMAM BH(MB DalBRISM GO0 AMM] ©do aflelomd
alruIoad 2015 @AY 10-0  CRINGMEWIE3 @RAIMEGla]le) enila] almuals)mME.
enfleflond alyainose8e6)0la] l00a@uBleeM@IN) @MI 1986-60L1 DalGRIB®)
Moo&:HeMMIWao MM WG MIRMlEH0MBS (M0aNaIj0, GRIOE: DalGRISMY
MOAB:HUEM MR IBI@@TIHRI MNV)(AIWIMAOIW TMVOERMIEBBUZ, GRA f)sBBOMWIEN)
002]0al5 2alGRIBM{MoMIHI00 ©)alea|S}OQO® ©)SEEIW &0 63303
am  elNesenNEM)eNS. 2017 ORI tB1MER! MUEM8MM@TIMMMI BB ATHIMVE

enflefldy @eo 1000 MEid:)HHW)eMEow].
DalGRISMMoRH:H6Mo Dy W1@d

DalGRIBMYTVodHHEMo USOHO al6NE) A}M@ @M am | @1od
MoNElHMW)OS CIWAIWIN)MN). (AIRHSB)OS CHUANIWTO)aN)
BOEMIWIHIGH:SB)OS (alWOM AldhHio. RMEBBSBYOS MVIMa0y TVIMUDTD >
Zleeom aldleatoatlafleanmaimio  MoodHles)mMa@im)o (Hale:dlesymaim)o
aB60 OO aloEIW]O)aM) @RMMEOED EGEMIWIBHICIHU. al)doml eaWal)o,
SO0 @MYall® QlJ0al00 GDEBEBl0 HVSIRIENM Hoclo DO @6

maailoyeuaoeloym). @RG@IM &:0IMudleH)o M@3EIo)mM),.

(6nf1570% EEMO ale® MR AUIAIMOEGE 20G) B0la)) Hag)d:i0)alEIa)o
@RW)MBHAR® (nilgla¥ Maayama OMmIIT3 OB6N3)AUM).  1872-6Ll

008 mlwao, 1930-ear Sale of Goods Act, 1860-ea! nmyd wBle:uomI@ao,
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1940-621 (WU @RY EHIMIORJIHIV GRHS MOV D yWleel
DalBRISMY MVOEG:UEMEMIM @BSIMLAdIMAlg MVYAIWIM MIWEAEER8IW)aM).
omoled ‘Sale of Goods Act’ almis)MEo® ©alGRIS®Y VOO &HU6M

MAEBR81HS MVY(IWOMm 90ailsaowloyam).

1986-62I 9alGRIBMY MIoOHUEM MIWMAo ald IBO}MNO OISO
DalGRIGMIBOHB)OS BRAUBIUD(AID0MAOW0IM) 0D MIWAo. 1955-6081 @RAIUDY
rLOWM M1WAo, 1954 -HLI BHHU UM BSOSO MOWo Gal@HO@3 MIBEOWM Mo,
1976-621 @R8A®HOMIWA0 gl U@ OMMmOMIa MIeRoeMEEBHsaj00

DalBRISMIBOB)OS @RAUMIUD MVOOERUEMAOEN) Ll |\ ASO.

$008 Moo (Glalmad mlwaane #)ysoeo ‘Civil Wrong Act’
@RMMOI88 @PAUIHOVDEEBS8) o @RMM)o AMIWIR)NMROWID)MM).  af)aMOE3,
DBOBHOMBW)0 QAlJ0aloCIWIOSW)o @RUORL DaleIS®INT H@EIRBesmenam
AlOMIEOV@AW MWa O®Io ARlw 6mSIAl) MIIELIMWIET AlROG]EHIOMIW
9alERIGMINITE 2 NACH V@), @RM)EE06NBY®HM DD GRELLIYIGY al0d®E&:8)0
@Wldo D6MROVILL 1914 M@ 1965 QAIOOW)SS @REMQIME)E-0alo 613 Civil
Wrong oo nooea oamyoleal @oafled ceos@leg)os ©1dqflmow)
af) O W)88)! @ILNOMAIMHAI® D mW@nJ@%eamﬁgdmoe:goaﬁ, aigloal)o
9212101 B)06ITO®)0 MV@ICO)AID 1B OalCRIBMILOUBHE LIGJAIECHHMTIOT

@RI HOOW BOMIWIBHICIBHOS CENIOW Y6 |SIOTTIQWE.
aldoUeqjslend mlwao

ealpiafg)oe®  9aleeoe®oallm) mMI®1 el lee)m)  af M ®)
OGN @OMMWIEM DalBGRILMY TVoOG:HEM MWAo BM(AWAIW®). ©IRL @0
©)aloOd06NE DalGRISMY (IMNIMEBBUT &ENJMVYAAB 6(al0SEHHUM @RYE:Slem
aldoQUeasUeMm Moo @S] (aldallhd:0elo 2)@@3 DmiIed mlaimlom

DalBRIBMYTVOOBHUMEMIM D MA0 al)@AIMA)0 al(@E&HAUISAo MTIH.
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SHSBBa Mo §2l0)MIFIW)o HBSBOMOEBOHSIM)A20E® 60) 20eAIal]
Mmoslom LMeBBU3 MulalMo &6ne). MYACHANS88 DalGRISMIBHB)OS D
Qiluo1oMA@06N Al ®:8)6S 2216I88a]|02{l03 @O DalBRISMYEaN006BRS1Gd

@RAEOIRIOTD)NEBIQ@IN  &HO0MAIV .

CivilWrong mloa alyaimnmiesw)oe 008 mloacmlendw)o mamiwo
DI YW)OS OalBRISM) MIoOEHHUEM MWACHICG MAYEHE &HIMOIM &F¥lw)o.
MBH60@ MUAJAIMOAGIMI (VIGHIOY MNUAIAIMEAGMI QU@ OMVA1L0e®
GILAUMM@BTORI MIMODEE MaHSaIBlaNIE@HIMIW] Eand06@™m aMVAlaleeond
Sl @RAIMIO 9aleRIS®Y MBI gl @RHUOWO OIR IOV VEGIOAS)M@IM
$006MRA0W]. DalERIGMYENI0DHIM) MTBYAMN HE AlEIGIOWS UI18:0]
MSalsloWsS)}He)M @alqun  EIRJOm 96eN3oWl. @ E1E0aU S 6 M
Ma0oWA1L0e®, MICHB®]H MVICIAUEMIHM MRIOAILIHU WJIe®,
AlOO@BHIOM) @OM G ) MSEMI0 af)AN® TVIWIVEMEHIVYAS @Y UOWAIWS]
CORIOOD DalEGRISMY Gall0BRA8 20Ql. ©alGRIGM{MoOHUEM MIWaAo
o&og)owilafly mlwa allglalo EIRIETV), PalEEIS®Y MoMIEHOOTINM oGl

)MEIM) @ean MoME1Ex01ay).

DalERIBM| MIGKHOMEN)0 DaleRISMy MWAGIOM MSajossallm)o
GdH(M TVRHHIB MMUWEMM M@BE;] BHBMAIRV@]BS ©)alo ME@IBHOM 2003-6Ll
@RMV)(@6M H a8 MIBGGWTla)). RMAilvdIoMo ERYARE]s| DalGRIBMY
cuUB1®8ealss al@IMIW]EHMESIM OalGRISM{Al0MIGHU8 891810 d.
2004 =)em aomuomled 3,59,469 cso )&»8oem oomieom alalw
3a00068BS1210W alBleMMIRNE)M®. agMomd Mlainl@d 3,72,378 esmuyeud
©18a{lno] &HOEDBISEH}MN BJEAUMA )@ MoAlWIMEEBOSHe)01a]

@GR l8e)M@IN  H006emaowl.
CMUAOIaH(So- BOEMOLISMI AldaH}o

Moa)a0y, MOMOMIH, ©0aH (ST MI®]1 afeld alDOMOIBHe)o0

MVOW A HO ) n.Q)(TT)@O6TT5‘ QIcﬁ:SH(_\G)m(Tﬁ soOeMAAISMMW) S @yaA)ero
3



(a6t 0allee)n). GHUAOIaH(SHDAN LIGH O ICAISN)8S (@M O 1@3
alDEMERAQEMIM) M@ AIRJAIEN)E af)M@ MV)(AIWOMAEM. 6B0) OODHIGI
@ReQI®|E 06Q00) ®OOMIE BIEOO alVDOM)o QalCRIS®ONIdEM.
9aleRISMINM) MI®] 0ajAUO}E®IMBE MSalSl®: 8 MUI1BC1EHe MO

BOEME)SEBBRRBIOS ROMARISMIAIOAIW  ENUIRL OW)AI6M.
1988-681 9alGRISMMoOMHUMMIWAGHIONAI qUYAlWIM QIJAIMUA S :

(1) @06 62121008, AISIORI® MSals] (Gaesglanes @r@leavo M

90 J(AUOYADHLIE) DalEGRIS®Y TVoOHHUEM MIWAGCTHIONG Ll o.

(2) 2al16RIE®ONNONE @RAIGOUD6ERS)A0W] MIMWEOA|S B0046BRSI08 ©alERUdo
M@ M@ IMOW] DalBRIB® MVOO:HUEM &HDEMMVIENGHUB ©)alld:C1ae)an).

21210-MoMNIM-ERL01R @RIGTIRIEM &HDEMBIVIRNEGE (AIAIBDDH6) .

(3) =1gJo-MoMadIM-ERUTWERICHICE alERISMy EHISTIHUB  ©IR IO

muNnoaila)).

(4) ®oeiailgenio 891U0EHIMIW] alEI@IW)OS MSalSldhUB al)BEIWIEe (3

60600 CRISOMIRN0 MAW(GHA0 QUM 6alD®).

(5) 10610 QAUAUAOIO O 2laIq.

(6) @RSILATIO MaN2106ERE]ITd DSHHIRI PODOAT al)06als)alleedo.
(7) 2a16RISG®ININOM alEI@BHUB @0 CHUBHN)0.

(8) @REIRIHUBM calemeam) mldsnimuallal.

(9) mvomunom @mMlattM)o, GBUYIW &MlaHM)o AflaldEEM GEHIS®]BHSo6M).

@PC®IOSajo @0afl@d, Claflaund @RWIE:006EBE)@)6Ms.

(10) GBIV HlaUM) A(@EA (VIO OEMOQ al)MalBIBUDIW]BHIM)SS

olaly) @rUWlH:000 ME3H1WIS)SS).

(1) MaiSalBlnn2020WS] @RALLDIOAISIAN @)H> 60) Lld:Ho AIOOHWE;IE3 100 O}alW)o

B0) GHOSHE MBHSIRI066MEST3 5,000 ©)l@)@06N GRS anlMy BS)EH6N0).
4
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(12) MLOWMEBBBIHSW)o GIVAIMEEBRS)HSW)0 MIIMOWAOW] UMLO|S

alEO®HUB DalERISMEHISMIBHST Madaflesdo.

(13) esvaimomleal cam, MR afMlaled mlwile® mlaialooaleloe®

QUMMOoRNo GandneeBes MVAlailecdo.

(14) 2@ aIMOE®H6)012] E®QOIW®)0 6®QIRLElA{lEO)M@IAOW  AlETV o

62lQ@IT3 AlOI®] M@IHo0.

(15) @M)21O20@ &oso’l®] @rAILloMITEN)aMIOHAIM) &6NBOAlI o

9aleRISMINM Can20eE™® MUAlalleco.
2015-681 DalCRISMJMVodMm:Hem milaflomd auallewasumeud :

DalGRIBSM Mo &HHUM (BRBRVW®I) 6mI1@d @).all.af). qVALHOA
2011 MatosU@ 2-0) GRBMEWIEE @RAIGGaflajoai®sleno @RE ld  9B6d
HPleomlel  MUE flElem)EaldWE®IeS nilal @RIVIW)AIIG)HW)0 EalT®).
)@@ MBHHIB celBMEYITS GrAIMGalla) nilafled og$ @RV OWEEBRS)o, 87
GRO ) HS)AEMSSO. 87-026O® CHIMUIRNES, 1986-0L1 DalERISD) MVOOMHUEM
ml@ao 03oeeM). Mmilajle @oELOIWo BMMIE3 (alolndld:o GRHW 2 )O}EHE|0)0
ENIOWEHAIBH)Y M (AlGBUOEBR8 o DRI AltorTd:0lee)m).  MIBQaIMEBB3U3
@M ©6MEJ0 BINMD). OalGRISM) MUOOEHUEM EDVENIMIIANB:0866)012]06M)
@)M%0 @RRLIOWo. a@IW milaflond aflal (alWom VANEUDAHGBUB aAIOS

Gal@H6)M).

(1) ®emuogmsglanmMEI® 20Q6ERUBSHMMI®AIW] DalERISMILHOS
MooHU1ee) MM mwae®lem aoadlo]l alwwoeindee)dH®)o

@RWIMIHO1E8e)BHW)0 O2I)MM@IMN )@@ Mlao AleHAlS)MO).

(2) 2aIERIB®OAT ag)an MIBAUaIME™IOM AYdaT®] AUBEVa{laf)e B0
osefleantoailot), WWOHS eavafles, audgl eelud a0deedlol) agm’ mal

alflatemmeloleegwie Maomlend alclWlwled 9udeaq|s)omlwlcles)amn,.
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(3) @], ®)sS@ MSalSleedW] anWelled qVI1BGE1EHIAUNMM@IBEMI agf)aM)
al0leuoWleeIMBs MWaIclw] 28 Glalmnow]l miReqjs)olelsiens. oo
MW2Walolwlee) 88168 ®10)20ma)MEIW1ee|®:1e alod®] anwellod
M1 0laj@o] Moo @MRAIMIE)M). aletH @ROIWla)y&1s1wls)o
SHMToUM 2)MUIIOB ANIROIBHIM alEIDMHHIOM @QOI0IH)M16LE:103 DD

@M)&)eljo alcleslal.

(4) =g GanooEDlEd Mlalniled (almilauad)o O6N20MNEBRSB)A6M)8BD®. O
aolnl®l 891aoesleendt:e  @o0MVoell  af(@GaIeMen®]al)o

MBENWIBHOMSS @WIHO00 MoMUNIM MVABHHICIM M@ 1WCIee) ).

(5) alM8al@BUDOWMO & laHM)E®:8)16S DEMOAlOM®IOE 30 GlAUaVETIME:0
ajM3al@1GUOOWMI anBE] @PO@ HERTaUM)HUBHO}OOHAN MT@BH0.  @afled
M@HOM88 MAWaIOIWIW)o 30 BlAICVAdeM. ©6MB) UBaHo & 916

MR {lEH6aIS)IM  AlEOIGHUBBE HILIAOOEM GRIHUDYENS.

(6) alwl Mmsa{lelneeIMIW] @18 HGHUIWIOS AUNO)USHGH Ral®)]
021QoM88 @PWIHO00 HM]aUM)BHUBHO)MNE. @REBBOM Ral®] ©alY®
UM @) USHBHUWB QG altMo alEd®1HH00M M@BBHOIM)0 HoATaUM) B> UBH6Y

oomO0iSo0.

(7) (adVlwBlom $)S00@ MoMuadMm HalatMl@d almlae Mmoeneale®s1Rl)o
@RoEBB8IW] 96M20HeMo.  @RMIORINEIUE AUMIMWIWIRIBH6Mo.  &)S1W
@RoMMVo6UY af)@WoWBlesnsmenm) @1o)aomlee)oM8s @RU1B:000 GRMIO)

MBEH0)H BB M@H W @B M),

(8) el HmIaUMI@ (alaVIW@lom &)soe® almlao 15 €ald
@onER80WI0TIanemMo. 80008 AUMIOWIWIOlEn6eMo. alSleRom]
algleIBQo, alleamoss ME)BIWo, MLMaldi MVABIWo gl alleonssrglcd
mlan) 6060 @RoMEERU3 Mo 96N2OWIRBe6Mo. @RONTVOEIIWIAS alGlw]

®10)20MEH0M)88 @RWIE:000 BdMBMVBHHO®IM 6.
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(9) SNHMHETD MVABA[HOOASITN AlEITBS)o @Rafle)da8)o aloaow]
cNODITE @1Ba]) H@Baflenemo. @A a0well@d qule:dla] 90 GlalmETIME:o

©71Bajo86008 (VoaleeBHW)o caleMeamM) enilaled AyIMA ealg)mm).
CH(MB DalERISM{TVOOMHUEM @RE®INIJ]

a)@l@ enilgfleal MAIWIMAIW MVANGUIAUD B&H(MB- DalCRIBM,
MoO&HUeM @RE®IOIQT 0)all®@1EO)MIOEAUMDIE.  DalERISOIBHS)OS
@ROIBHIVDEBRUZ MVoOBHIBHOM)0 @@ MSa{lelose)AIMMSE af)daUle:1)5 10l
@21 agm mlaiwlenem emilel @re®oolglo® AiledoaiMo 621QMO).
M EHH©28ED®0 &2laiM)o MUIETIM)o GRAINWH:EMAIW OB a]MEEBRS)o
cruaMeBBg)o AlalemW@d ag)@mM@IOM OSEMMYOE:I6TE DalGRISMILOHB)OS
@OOUHOU00 MoOEHHIHHOM)o @RE®ININIBE ajA@LIW)ME. @M} allCRAIW
S 2USOLMo  6@®QIW®)o 61RO a{lee)M®)20®  al®V y68BUD
) MU OB @100 alEI®IW)eS @RSIMOIMEmIal)o MVIGAWDIW)0
@EMIaHEMo MSA®IMo MSalS] MUIle:ECleeam)o @RE®ICIZHE @RUWIB:00@) 6.
GO6LOM)AIGAI DAIGG(SI6ME: MW Mo AUFIEWI DalERISMIIN Al ME3E:0.
@P®IB) Z12J0 HBHSBCH60 01=HWEMEd BoanlMiloal HWall)S] S ladeMBEHe0
BH(MB @REMICIPIEHHD alOd®] M@H00. 30 FlAUMETIMS:0 alEIGIWIE3 @1Bal)
HO0aflovemo.  OOMEQT MSa{leINEHITMAUBELOGNOO® 25,000 ©)al RYOE3 60)
B0 0)aleO afly a)aomomd @Re®ICIFes @RWB:00mNS o200l afly @)
a0 Ao (LOOQIB:00.  @REMICIFWIES OEA! MSa e IemVBlee) W)
afle @RSVEeITIClea)E:W)o H2IQNMMAIRES @) MOMo QUKD @S A Ald:Ho

@)al afle@)o EeNEl0 &)Slewo (Ble:u Allwlesndnd @re®adidles @rWle:00m)eMs
9 alGRIBM | N lal M) B (B

MOAIJ0 @RELIIVWBHTE DalBRISMMBHS AlBlaNd0 aBGRMBMV1G:e866)01a]

alloa16clee)m).  =eld 9aleIS®Y GaldOOMON] Eald HEATUM af)IHE]
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20Q). =12]0 HTaUMI@B (alVIWM)lo EME1E3 &}OWIED @VoNEBRS) 0
96n20W10le)o. GR®IT B0IW8 AUMOWOIWIRIEcEMo.  (alMlwndlendw)o
@PoMEEBEE8)OSW)o MWAaMo MoMuadm alenigld: MAYIM & omlaued
(0)al0BUOWHS @RSIMOIMEROWIBIHHEMOAM (AlWIMRIW B0} BIgo D
enflefleners.  mlaialengs M@aE®IEd VALHICIN Cacdeess eIElee)am
oMRIHUM Horlglwoem ml@am 10)alodro M@&IWleyM®@. mlalaileal
moilwome®® quoeni@Wla] MEAIW] Aled@&:8)o QAljIaNI06EB8l0 DENIOW
M2aNalO O3 DD alGlati®:000 MUIN@IBAOBIEM. a0 HEANUM)HS)OS
@RUWIHI0 al®lW] DO)al® AlGHOEMIGE MIM)o GRMUG AIGHAIW] AUBEV]aY).
50 Rld¥o QIOOCWO ®AB6 aMimaiend ammleslaleocwr @oWIdleeo =la
S lau603 @UWIHH00 alGlWl.  MVEMUOIM GBI laHeMR @RWIB:00aIB1W] 60) EH0S]
QeEEWI MBHH AUMI@)ilend M)MIESIOECWI @M. 60) CHSIHe) M&ElR)Ss

CHMHSId GRUDTW HIN UM (UOBo BHUBHE)o.
aled®] quadafleesnd

DalERIBMIGHUBHS aBO0 1}IMBGHOROW 60) @000 M emilefle)ssd),
9aleRIE®IAONM @IAMVMORIGEMI 6MIFIORIS)HH)MISEOmO 9288 =1elo
9aleRISMY HA UMY CHM) aNW@B ©21Q)00 af)(M@IEM. GRIGFOQ AUAOM
@RAld:S §(SENILEMEANGTE GBHM aNW®E3 §21QMMN@ICAlONR! D QYA R0
930020S61VBlE6)(M).  OBIANOMEIM, W@BAG] @RIMLOIMAIW EMUMIWIG3
mlmyo AOEBEI MLOWMEBTIHAE MM@OW MVUoNITWlaf CHIV OEHIS)HO IS
9alIS®IN] ®oamUlee)ym a1 HMIMIW)ES (GO HO}M 630) (1061
Q6eMEoaleMo. @REBOMIeaI®168 WEEan1WIEd Calo®] EHM A0V ED
6216Q)NEINIOY0. DalGRISMIGHUT BMEIS)M D mNEVIMS SF10S6] 6&E:06Ms
9al@RIS®IA] ®IAM1H) MM, (AlUREMIHHYM MLUORIC) GBHM) aNW @]
©alQOM)BS @RS00 D enilal Ay ealgam). (MAXMAIW EEENM)]

0alB6) G 1He8 MoenITWlajjo MURAlald:0eIem)6nRoW]).

8
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s26meeclad AUl aled® MO390

Bo6NIEBRINS dhajiSo MUERIUNIW DD HILICLISOTICE DalCRIGMILHNB)OS
GBRAUGIVDMOOBHUEMOMIM aBO0 (aloWIMio M@IEHHIM@OM D  QIjQIMuA.

ST MBSO ¢ME1g) ©210J060® @OM BOMOHLIMIW] alOI®1H U3

Mada{leedm HFWIMEUMO® @l mileflond maileuoasmOosm.
2 lowle@aund

@REAIAOOE®  @RRELIOIWOMIGE  ATWICWaHUOMm  TVo6 MW g
QUL QIMOGB06MSSO). =12J0-MVoMNdM-6RUTY @AlERSIORl & lauM)H>03
HOMNITWRW] 2lwleWaumd OIVE&Ud Muadalleedom eile] alyaimo
eal@)m). MORLITLA (VOREBRUBEH MIVWAAIOAIW MIOOEHUEMO M@IBYE: af)am

@RENISOAITTHIT ®OHMMWSS (alaleM@®@eM) enile] quSleCla)o.
O® alMENIORL Y @

9alGRIGMINIM M@E)aN  MOWMOEMIGRID  EIVAUMOEMIGAID
O alMOMIGRID MIM® DONEH1T @M Ma¥Sal®laNd®o MOEIBH6EN3M®
@086 /afldlaleedoem oomonnslcmacesmm) alyemacee)m Product

Liability agom @muowo enflafled @eaioalaflesyam),.

MRER0EM @GR, 0)aldElnIMWIGEI0, GTLAIMGHIGRI, aldleUodWMIERID,
QeiaIM@IGRId 9EMRBIGIIMN @RAIIGMEUE Melo BO) QAUIBGIECEH0 GPWIB)OS
UM @) USHBHUWBEEHI MaSA)NRIWIEE MIBMO®IQ] Dal@RIS®IAI

MaHSal@laN000 M@B:6Mo.
caruamomleal My Mo

af) 18 HUTIW)6OS oFomB1eljo  @OOMIAN88 (aludomia)elo
9aleRISMINM MatiSo MVoRAMN2J0@3 @P® GIVAIM@®MIORl MIIMOOW]
HEMEOIBH0. Mlainfenss mlwacwlea2(1)(g) (')_Iceagtg MaIn]3oes:06ne @6
MHN® afamoeemm aluoele:012{l01ee)M). (ANE®AIW UM @)@ &3
GNIOWal)BQo ©aleRIS®OAIEE MM 20af) AUWSHINO® GILAMOD 1O S

M M@, DBIAOEEMDTIM, UL AUMIM)ANGT3 Moo OUBHEHIBB)OMYHAAM
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The Rise of A Science Superpower
Ananth Krishnan

Driverless cars that can survive nearly all accidents. Hospitals and restaurants that use
face recognition software to access patients” medical history and to order your favourite dish.
Artificial Intelligence (Al) that guides a city’s traffic movements, predicts traffic congestion and
even arranges bicycles for commuters. Intelligent applications that get approvals for bank loans
fa ster than one can imagine. A “big brother’ surveillance that uses “big data’ to predict street
crime and also tracks citizens’ movements using one of the most powerful face recognition
programmes.

This isn’ta peep into an Orwellian future. This istoday’s China. No country is moving
faster than China in harnessing ‘big data’ and Al to power its industries-what most experts see
as the next technological wave. In September last year, Beijing outlined a plan aimed at deploying
Al technology across sectors-from education to transport. For China, Al is at the heart of its
technological leap forward.

THE NEW ‘MADE IN CHINA’

For Many in India, a ‘Made in China’ caricature that comprises fakes, cheap toys and
electronics is widely pervasive. But in truth, Chinese manufacturing today is far removed from
the “world’s factory” that drove Beijing’s export-led growth two decades ago. In Xian, for
instance, robots have replaced workers in a factory that is churning out one of the world’s most
advanced laser diodes. In Guizhou, China is building one of the world’s largest ‘big data’ facilities.
In Beijing’s technological hub of Zhongguancun, internet companies that began as start-ups are
now global benemoths. Of the top 10 biggest internet companies in the world by revenue, four
are Chinese-e-commerce giants JD and Alibaba; Tencent, which is behind the social media app
WeChat; and Baidu, which started as a search engine and is now leading the Al push, including
in autonomous cars. In comparison, only one of India’s top IT companies is among the top
25- Flipkart. China has more than 700 million internet users-more than double of India’s.

China’s tech push is rapidly closing the gap with the United States of America. Alarmed

by China’s strides, especially in Al, the Barack Obama administration had outlined a National
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Artificial Intelligence Research and Development Strategic Plan, which noted that the trends of
Al research “reveal the increasingly global nature of research, with the US no longer leading the
world in publication numbers”. That mantle has now gone to China. The US plan said that the
impact of Al on society “will continue to increase, including on employment, education, public
safety and national security, as well as the impact on US economic growth.

“In algorithms, the gap between China and America is becoming smaller”, says Tu Zipei,
a former president of Alibaba. *“ This is a big chance for China to become an Al leader”, adds
Tu, pointing to how China, more than any other country, is best situated to make the next big tech
leap. As he puts it, “data is the soil for Al to grow”.
THE WECHAT GENERATION

The two biggest digital innovations in China at the centre of its data deluge have been
Alibaba and Tencent’s WeChat, which has 1 billion users. Alibaba has transformed businesses,
and We Chat is perhaps the most innovative social media platform in the world. It’s often wrongly
described as a Chinese WhatsApp, but it’s far more advanced. In fact, it introduced voice and
video calls years before WhatsApp did. It’s to some degree an amalgam of WhatsApp, Facebook
and Paytm-users can post photographs, messages and use its e-wallet. In fact, this correspondent
found that it’s possible to spend a day completely cashless in Beijing-from buying movie tickets
and ordering taxis to paying electricity and gas bills with the touch of a fingerprint. “WeChat
generates 100 million photos every day.” says Tu. “It’s only logical that Tencent develops the
best face recognition technology in the world. And it will transform into an Al company eventually.”
THEAIRACE

Among the companies betting big on Al is Uisee in Beijing. It is developing autonomous
cars. “We want to use Al and “big data’ to transform society,” says Wu Gansha, co-founder-
CEO. “From traffic jams to accidents to air pollution to city layout, autonomous d riving can do
a lot to remove society’s problems. Our driverless cars are operating in Hangzhou without one
accident in three months.” Wu is working with the government to take the Hangzhou experiment
nationwide, and believes China is more bullish than the US. I have been involved in several

discussions with the Ministry of Industry and IT, and they believe that autonomous cars are an
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integral part of smart cities. China has planned 1,000 new towns by 2020. So We have the
opportunity of having 1,000 new towns that are autonomous car-friendly” Wu says.

Kaifu Lee, who earlier headed Google China and now runs Sinovation \entures, an Al-
focused investment firm, believes that China’s Al industry incentives are “world leading”. “If
you are a credible venture capital fund setting up a fund in a region, the government will be a
leading investor in your fund upto one-third. Ifyou do well, you can buy back shares from the
government. If you don’t, they subsidise your losses,” says Lee.

Lee adds that if the first wave was the internet, the second wave is “applying Al to businesses
that have digitised data”, which China is pushing under its Al policy across every sector-from
banking to healthcare to transport. The third wave, he says, is robotics and autonomous vehicles,
where China is positioning itself to dominate.

THE NEW CHINESE WORKER

Robots have replaced workers on the assembly lines of Focus light, a company in
Xi’an, the ancient city famous for its terracotta warriors. The 10- year- old company manufactures
advanced laser products used in industries ranging from space to information technology to life
sciences. It’sastory that reflects China’s tech transformation.

China’s success in manufacturing is underpinning it moves in Al and other fields, where
the “‘Made in China 2025’ plan envisages a revolution in smart manufacturing. Under the plan,
China reached out to entrepreneurs like Focuslight founder Victor Liu, who, when he left Silicon
Valley in 2006, was a reluctant returnee to his homeland. By then, China was a manufacturing
behemoth, but was nowhere near the West when it came to innovation. Liu was part of the first
batch of a government programme to bring back some of the talent that China, like India, had
lost to the West.

However, where the two countries’ experiences differ is in Beijing’s determination to
bring back this talent, demonstrated with action. Liu was told that he was required to innovate.
He was offered a 10 million Yuan (Rs 10 crore) research fund, and a 1 million Yuan tax-free
relocation package. Supported by the influential Chinese Academy of Sciences, he launched

Focus light, which would make advanced laser diodes, and in less than five years, begin to rival
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the American and European giants that Liu once worked for and become the third most advanced
firm in the world in its field. Focuslight serves as a poster of *’Made in China 2025, and a
company emblematic of Made in China 2.0- high- tech manufacturing that Beijing hopes will
replace the older export-driven Made in China of cheap goods.

“What people do not understand is manufacturing is key to innovation; manufacturing
allows you to have an idea of how to design and produce a product,” Liu says, “I cannot emphasise
enough how important the ecosystem, policy and administration are. It can make life difficult for
you, whether taxes or something else, or it can be transformative.”

BIGBROTHER ISWATCHING

For China, building a digital state is being seen as a crucial weapon for the one-party
regime to strictly maintain social control. In November last year, a video went viral showing a
Chinese company’s face-recognition technology being used by the government-at a busy traffic
intersection every passerby was identified by an ID number. The company, SenseFaee, is
deploying its technology in Beijing, Chongging Guangdong, Sichuan and Hainan, and according
to its CEO, it has caught 69 alleged criminals/ suspects in 40 days in one city. Sky Netisa
nation-wide system of millions of Al-powered cameras that watch streets, tracking traffic violations
and crime. While the government says this will stop crime, it may also mean the end of privacy.
LESSONS FOR INDIA

In India, the impression that China can produce only cheap imitations is widespread. If
anything, China’s story warns of the dangers of complacency in such assumptions. “I don’t think
anyone would have foreseen 15 years ago that four of the 10 biggest internet companies would
be Chinese,” says Kaiser Kuo, who worked with Baidu until 2016. Kuo says there isamisplaced
perception that only China is blocking foreign competition to enable the rise of its giants. “Twitter
was blocked in 2009, Google didn’t pull out until March 2010, but even by then these companies
were far behind their competitors,” he says.

There are lessons from China’s digital economy that question conventional wisdom on

innovation, Kuo says. Even Americas story shows the importance of government in creating the
right conditions. “The mythology of Silicon Valley forgets the extent to which defence department

expenditures played arole. The internetis a primary example. The state has been smart in China
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in knowing when to get out of the way, in setting the tax policies, in encouraging recruitment, in
putting in place the infrastructure and in bringing back the Chinese entrepreneurs”.

Shashank Reddy, who studies Al policy at Carnegie India, agrees. “In terms of data,
India offers the same advantages as China-1.3 billion people have been en rolled in Aadhaar.
The problem seems to be that nobody has managed to make use of these conditions. We don’t
have a Google or Baidu that create the data you need to build a credible Al system. The history
of the biggest technological innovations of our times shows there’s a lot of government backing
and support that went into it,” he says.

The Union government appears to be listening. For the first time, the Union budget has
specifically mentioned Al robotics and machine learning, while the allocation for Digital India has
been doubled to Rs 3,000 crore, though a detailed policy is still awaited. The importance of Al
to national security is beginning to be realised, with the defence ministry announcing a new task
force on employing Al for national security and defence need on February 2. The task force
brings together the private and public sectors, and will be chaired by N. Chandrasekaran of Tata
Sons. Its members will include officials from the Defence Research and Development Organisation,
government and educational institutions, 11Ts, and Reddy of Carnegie.

Itis clear that the rise of digital China is changing conventional wisdom on what it takes
to innovate. As Kuo puts it, “Indians, like Americans, have this idea that freedom of expression
IS a necessary condition for innovation to happen. What’s dangerous is if you think it’s a sufficient
condition to make people innovate.” China is rewriting the rulebook, and India will ignore this
transformation at its peril.

INDIATODAY,
February 19, 2018.
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Immune to Accountability
Kundan Pandey

Why;, after all is the medical fraternity afraid of the Clinical Establishments (Registration
and Regulation) Act? Back in 2010, when the law, henceforth referred to as CEA, was notified,
it was hailed as a model one. The law, which is applicable to all types of health establishments
and all streams of medicine, aims to streamline healthcare services across the country, while
ensuring private hospitals do not engage in unethical practices. But eight years on, nothing much
has changed on the ground. Doctors, especially those associated with private clinics and hospitals,
are dictating the term of CEA to such an extent that states are succumbing to the pressure and
dragging their feet over implementing the law, despite a recent reminder by the Centre.

Sample this : in November last year, as the Haryana government was getting ready to
enforce CEA, which it had adopted three years ago, it faced a massive opposition from the state
chapter of the Indian Medical Association (IMA). On December 15, outpatient services were
suspended at all private hospitals in the state. Succumbing to pressure, the government has
announced that hospitals that have under 50 beds will be exempted from the purview of the Act.

Doctors in Uttarakhand too are flexing their muscles to frustrate the state government’s
attempt to enforce CEA and are demanding amendments on the lines of the Haryana government.

Explaining reasons for the opposition, IMA Secretary General R.N. Tandon saysit is
impossible to deliver on the law’s requirements. It requires private hospitals and clinics to provide
standard facilities and yet charge minimum fees. The law also requires hospitals and clinics to
stabilise patients, who are in a critical condition-those who are in danger of dying. Tandon adds
this is not possible for all, as it requires certain degree of specialisation. Small-time practitioners,
for instance, can only offer preliminary care and first aid. If the law is implemented, it will affect
such practitioners who cater to 80 per cent of the people seeking health care, he says. Besides,
Tandon asks, why the government which has failed to improve public healthcare system wants to

regulate the private sector.
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Health activists beg to differ. “Private practitioners are against CEA because it hurts their
interest; says Abhay Shukla of Jan Swasthya Abhiyan, a network of public health activists. Arun
Gadre, author of Dissen ting Diagnosis, a book on corruption in the medical sector says the law lays
down the basic minimum criteria for setting up a clinic or hospital. “For instance, under the law,
ahealth establishment should have sufficient sitting space, provision for proper waste management
and must adhere to certain set standard, if they have facilities like operation theatre and labour
room, he adds. Incase of any discrepancy, the law allows patients or their kin to lodge complaints
upon which action will be taken against the establishment. CEA also talks about maintaining data
related to patients.

Gadre, however, agrees with Tandon’s gripe that “stabilising critical patients” should not
be made mandatory under the law. “Maharashtra has changed this provision in its draft of CEA
to administering first aid which will be enforced soon,” says Gadre, who was part of the drafting
process.

But will the state be able to enforce this tweaked version of CEA. Some experts doubt
this. “Enforcement of CEA is a problem because health is a state subject and states are succumbing
to the pressure of the private health care sector;” says E Premdas Pinto, director of research and
advocacy at the Delhi- based Centre for Health and Social Justice. “The primary reason for this
is that a majority of the country’s population rely on private facilities for health care;” he adds.

The latest 2015 survey by the National Sample Survey Office also suggests that due to
the dismal condition of public healthcare services people depend on private facilities for the
treatment of more than 70 per cent of ailments-72 per cent in rural areas and 79 per cent in urban
areas. And the private health sector is not shying away from cashing in on this mad rush. Projections
by global market research analyst Frost & Sullivan show that the worth of private healthcare
industry is expected to reach US $280 billion in 2020 from the current $45 billion.

Pinto cites another reason for this growing clout of the private health care sector. “Several
politicians have invested in private health care industry and are hand in glove with the money-
minting private hospitals.” For instance, Chief Justice of India Dipak Mishra is facing serious
allegation over his alleged involvement in a controversial medical college scam.
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As of now, CEA has been adopted in 14 states and Union Territories, including Assam,
Jharkhand, Arunachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Uttarakhand and Sikkim. But
no one has enforced it as yet.

Even states like Karnataka and West Bengal that took their own initiative to regulate the
private healthcare sector are feeling the heat. The former was the first state to introduce such a
law, the Karnataka Private Medical Establishments Act, 2007, even before CEA was introduced.
But not a single case has been registered under it in the past 10 years. To make it stringent, the
government in December 2017 amended the law. But this spurred protests, following which the
state government has diluted it. The law that is in force now states that no state-level authority
can monitor the performance of private health establishments.

So far, West Bengal is the only state that has managed to rein in private hospitals and
clinics through the West Bengal Clinical Establishments (Registration, Regulation and Transparency)
Act, 2017. The commission established under the law has so far penalised two private
establishments-Kothari Medical Centre and the svs Marwari Hospital-for lapses in service and
unethical trade practice. But the law is applicable to only those hospitals with over 100 beds.

As states are dilly-dallying the implementation of laws to regulate the health sector, the
Centre should establish an authority on the lines of the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India or
the National Green Tribunal, which can ensure their proper implementation and take action
against defaulters, says Pinto. CEA, if implemented in letter and spirit, can go a long way in

checking corruption in the health care industry.

DOWN TO EARTH,
February 16-28, 2018.
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Book ReviEw
Quick Fix to ‘Explaining India’

(A Review of the Book “The Superfast Primetime Ultimate Nation : The Relentless
Invention of Modern India” by Adam Roberts)
Michiel Baas

There are probably few countries that evoke stronger opinions than India. Especially
among foreigners, this can sometimes result in an almost competitive atmosphere of who
understands the country better and who has learned its lessons the hardest way. India means
“maximum experience points.” If India were a computer game, levelling up could not be more of
a challenge. There always seems to be one more quest to embark on, one more bastion to
conquer, and one more beast to slay. It is perhaps no surprise that in recent years, there has been
a burgeoning of literature focusing on “explaining” India. A frequent starting point here is the
economic liberalisation of 1991, which not only ushered in a new economic era but also saw a
speeding up of all sort of related developments of a political, social and cultural nature. Change
is clearly of the essence in such studies. India is assumed to be changing and not just that, this
change itself seems to be a deviation from what India was held to be in the past: unchanging, ata
standstill, and worse, locked up in its own past and history, with the keys seemingly having been
tossed into the Ganga. Authors even propose to see this as having resulted in a new India, one that
neatly juxtaposes with an old India and one that heralds a departure of sorts.
Explaining India

Gurcharan Das (2000) and Pavan K Varma (2004) were among the first to engage with
this idea of a new India. Others were quick to follow suit, often with well crafted and detailed
studies of India and its rapidly changing socio-economic landscape. Writer and politician Shashi
Tharoor searched for answers in his illuminating The Elephant, the Tiger, and the Cell Phone: Reflections

on India, the Emerging 21% Century Power (2007). Two years later there was entrepreneur, bureaucrat
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and politician Nandan Nilekani’s Imagining India: The Idea of a Renewed Nation (2009). Sudhir Kakar
and Katharina Kakar’s The Indians: Portrait of a People (2011) should not be omitted in this list as
well, nor Patrick French’s insightful account of the country in India: A Portrait (2011). Akash
Kapur’s ethnographically rich study India Becoming: A Portrait of Life in Modern India (2012) was
written after a prolonged absence from the country and as a way of coming to terms with how
much it had changed. Like Siddhartha Deb’s The Beautiful and the Damned: A Portrait of the New India
(2011), Palash Krishna Mehrotra’s The Butterfly Generation: A Personal Journey into the Passions and
Follies of India’s Technicolour Youth (2011), or Somini Sengupta’s The End of Karma: Hope and Fury among
India’s Young (2016), these books often specifically focus on India’s youth.

The question at the heart of such studies is usually how “change” is truly experienced, if
people are profiting from economic growth, and how this can be linked to social and cultural
transformation underway. What stands out also is that such explorations not only deserve, but
decidedly also, require time. Kapur, for instance, spent considerable time with his informants to
better understand the way they live their lives amidst change. Reconnecting with them over time
also provided him with a detailed picture of how lives change, how perspectives shift and ambitions
change course and direction. As also becomes clear from Sengupta’s book, a more recent
publication, the quest to “understand India” is something that should not be hurried, perhaps in
contrast to the speed of developments observed itself. As fast as India might seem to be
developing, the lesson we learn from the burgeoning literature on this topic is that change is often
also slow and sometimes, paper-thin.

Adam Roberts’ Superfast Prime time Ultimate Nation: The Relentless Invention of Modern India
(2017) fits in well with this rapidly expanding collection of books on changing India and of
which, | have only mentioned a select few that have come out in recent years. For Roberts, a
former South Asia correspondent for the Economist who resided in India for a few years, the main
question seems to be about India’s future: where is it going, where does it seem to be heading,
and what should be done to change course? He seeks to answer these questions by engaging

with India’s economy;, politics, foreign affairs, and the political reality at home in the four sections
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that make up this book. While this promises a thorough analysis, what the reader is offered,
however, is often a rather shallow and most of all “quick” assessment that lacks the necessary
depth and sensitivity to make for a convincing argument in the way that related studies have.

Perhaps the title of the book itself should already have been an indication of this. Intended
as a somewhat frivolous take on India’s alleged addiction to exaggeration, it serves as little more
than a “fun” description of a country which apparently cannot be described without hyperbole
and a sense of grandiosity. Roberts himself notes at the very beginning of his book that:
“Understatement gets you nowhere in crowded, noisy, easily distracted India” (p xiii). Yet if we
examine some of the other studies that have attempted to make sense of what Roberts grapples
with in this book (for instance, Deb, Kapur, or Sengupta’s), we see that “nuance” is often the
answer to the predicament of understanding change in India.

In his “Introduction,” Roberts goes on to sketch the over the top way advertisements
and billboards make use of over statements to describe their size, might, and capabilities. Hospitals
are “max clinics,” a new power plant is an “ultra mega power project,” and even its tourist slogan
embraces the “incredible.” Here he is certainly not wrong to note how India’s urban space seems
to have an ostensive love affair with overstatements and superfluities. To the author these claims
are best taken with a pinch of salt (p xv), but what does not occur to him is that they might also
be rooted in India’s long and complex history with the English language. In fact, throughout his
analysis of India’s many socio-economic ailments, he seems to have little interest in how they are
connected to and influenced by socio-historical developments. As such, it often comes across as
if the notion of a “new India” is contrasted with an older one, which merely exists as stage and
props in a Bollywood production.

India’s Future and Cherry-picking

Roberts’ book is ultimately set up to engage with the idea of India’s future. In the “Preface,”
the author meets a fortune teller who uses parrots to predict the future. Roberts asks the man
about the future and receives the chipper answer that India’s place in the world will be number

one. He even says that “the stars ordain that India will become the greatest power on earth” (p
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x). Although it makes for a colourful and anecdotal introduction, half a page later Roberts points
out that this fortune teller is a “benign con-artist and charlatan.” He is, therefore, “as likely to be
rightas anyone else, or as the flip of a coin” (p x). Reflecting on some of the predictions made by
the fortune teller, he finds most of them to have proven “comically wrong” (p xi). Yet, Roberts
wonders, what would it take for the fortune teller to be right? “What is keeping his prophecy
from coming true?” (p xi).

Roberts is keen to stress that he wants India to succeed, “not least because of the fun |
have had and the genuine welcome from Indians, during my several years as the Economist’s
bureau chief in the country” (p xi). While this may be interpreted as a “thank you” for the pleasant
time he has had in India, it did leave me wondering if Roberts sees the irony of this statement
considering the enormity of issues India is still faced with, ranging from environmental degradation
to immense poverty. Should not the main reason for wanting India to succeed be that it could
potentially improve the lives of millions? Furthermore, should its success not be well-deserved
and justified considering the way it was exploited during colonial days, something itis still paying
aprice for?

Roberts’ claims and suggestions are often bold and striking, even if he offers almost no
insight into his actual analysis or research. “Much of my grasp of India .....comes from reading
and reviewing others’ books, research reports, and articles.” His shelves are, therefore, “stuffed
with thoughtful assessments of India.” However, he adds, “I have not included a bibliography,
nor-to avoid too many tedious footnotes-have referenced all the books.” He wants it to be clear
though that he has read quite a few of those and that “[o]ne of the great pleasures of reporting
from South Asia is the chance to learn from others’ work” (p 292). That some of these works
must have been by authors who are far more informed about India’s various issues, and the result
of long-term extensive research, apparently did not necessitate it for the author to acknowledge
this. Although, he does occasionally mention (Indian) authors, businessmen and politicians whom
he met and/or interviewed over time, his arguments build almost entirely on so called “big names,”

ordinary Indians (for lack of a better term) are almost entirely absent from the account (unless
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they are “fun” characters such as the above-mentioned fortune teller).

From the start, the book reads like a Wikipedia summary of India’s most “notorious”
developments. The first chapter kicks off in Cherrapuniji, allegedly the world’s wettest place
(though without a footnote to explain that this has not been the case in a while), only to use the
North East to make a case about how the region often gets left out of reflections on “mainland”
India; only to then (literally) embark on the Vivek Express’ that allows the author to connect his
place of departure with various historical developments. Vivekananda’s biography itself here
gets reduced to that of a “Bengali aristocrat revered by Hindu nationalists” and one who *“did
more than anyone to promote Hinduism globally in the nineteenth century” (p 5). Indeed, there is
not possibly more to be said about the topic of Vivekananda’s impact on Hinduism and various
related reform movements. Much faster than the actual Vivek Express, however, the reader is
catapulted into the very history of India’s railways and the way “[r]ail is a symbol of wider
problems” (p 6). The chapter then goes on to combine a perspective on the North East with the
importance of the spread of cell phones in India, the average quantity of calories consumed, and
the “heavy burden” of colonial rule (p 13). Reflecting on the book’s title, the author finishes the
first chapter with:

The journey was not Superfast [referring to the Vivek Express], but it revealed

some significant changes unfolding across the length of India (p.19)
The Truth and Its Opposite Also

Roberts starts his third chapter with the observation that “[a]lmost anything you

say about India could be true-and the opposite, too” (p 38). While this reduces India to slippery
untrustworthiness, something colonial officers were all too keen to emphasise, there is perhaps a
point to be made about the complex nature of its politics. Although occasionally witty, Roberts
seems to be unaware of how insensitive some of his descriptions are, especially considering that
they are made by a white man who hails from India’s former coloniser. For instance, what is one
to make of the following description of the country’s Prime Minister and one of the architects of

its economic revival:

39



—FOCUS '

[Manmohan] Singh, who reliably wore a pale blue turban and a pleasant but
some-what docile expression, would serve for a decade as her [Sonia Gandhi’s]
front man. He was bright, kind and timid, more functionary than politician, often
mute in public.(p.40)

Roberts concludes that: “The ten years under Singh up to 2014 were mixed, but they
undoubtedly gave rise to real improvements for many” (p 41). From Singh’s troublesome
relationship with Sonia Gandhi, we are quickly ushered on towards the dramatic outcome of the
2014 elections, a detour into the disastrously run Coal India, and finally end up with Narendra
Modi’s demonetisation efforts.

Throughout, the book is clearly in a hurry to cover the whole gamut of “maddening” India
with its deeply corrupt politicians, friendly but slightly mental local population, and of course, the
influence of Bollywood (as per usual any other regional movie industry remains unmentioned).
Indiais all masala, holi colour, and traffic that never stops honking. How can any of this not be
“superfast,” how can it not be a “prime- time” feature, and how can this “nation” not be typified
as anything but maddening? Roberts has an endless amount of advice to give while casually
coasting through a variety of topics that touch upon India’s economic, cultural and social ailments.
India’s democracy, for one, “is potentially a huge advantage, rather than a curse or atax.” Elections
in India are so entertaining that allegedly “tour companies started bringing foreign visitors to
watch them” (p 92). But reflecting on environmental ruin-reducing Dalits “to human waste clearers
(p 161)-he summarises that: “there is more that India can do to improve its environment” (p
162). Only a few pages later, we are informed that “partition was horrific” (p 171) or that
“[w]armer relations with Pakistan would bring India other benefits” (p 173). Leaving aside what
those might be, at no point does the book offer a deeper analysis of the various circumstances
that have culminated into where India finds itself at present.

Superfast Prime time Ultimate Nation caters to an international audience that wants a

quick fix; how to understand the exasperating reality of India? Well, this is how. It makes no

efforts substantiating its many claims with footnotes or references nor does it seem keen to
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actually critically engage with the many discussions that previous publications build on. This
would have definitely helped to provide the much necessary nuance to the many painfully
stereotypical descriptions that the author employs throughout the text. But perhaps, more
importantly, it would have layered the book with the kind of depth that it sorely lacks. While
Roberts is certainly not wrong about India’s many ailments, there are many books that have
offered a much sharper and at the same time, nuanced analysis of these. One wishes that Roberts

had occasionally taken a slower train to appreciate the complexity as well as richness of India.

Economic & Political Weekly
February 3, 2018.
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RESUME OF BUSINESS TRANSACTED DURING
THE 13" SESSION OF THE 16" LOK SABHA

The Thirteenth Session of the Sixteenth Lok Sabha commenced on 15 December 2017
and concluded on 5 January 2018. Inall, the House held 13 sittings spread over 61 hours.

On the first day of the Session, i.e. 15 December, Shri Sunil Kumar Jakhar, member
elected in a bye-election from Gurdaspur Parliamentary Constituency of Punjab took oath and
signed the Roll of Members. Thereafter, the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi introduced
newly appointed colleagues of his Council of Ministers to the House. Subsequently, the Hon “ble
Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan made references to the passing away of Sarvashri Sultan Ahmed,
Chand Nath and Taslim Uddin, sitting members of the Lok Sabha and Sarvashri Vikram Mahajan,
Ram Singh, R. Keishing, P.C. Barman, Dhanraj Singh, Amal Datta and Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi,
all former members of Lok Sabha. The members then stood in silence for a short while as a mark
of respect to the memory of the departed and thereafter, the House was adjourned for the day.

On 22 December 2017, a Short Duration Discussion under Rule 193 was held on the
subject of natural calamities in various parts of the country with special reference to cyclone Ockhi
in South India. Shri K.C. Venugopal, on behalf of Shri P.R. Sundaram and with the permission of
the Hon’ble Speaker, initiated the discussion on the subject. Fourteen members participated in the
discussion which concluded with the reply of the Minister of HomeAffairs, Shri Rajnath Singh.

On 27 December, four members, namely, Shri Arvind Sawant, Prof. Saugata Roy, Shri
Mallikarjun Kharge and Dr. M. Thambi Durai made a submission regarding illtreatment by Pakistani
officials to the wife and mother of Shri Kulbhushan Jadhav during their meeting at Islamabad.
Twelve other members associated themselves with the submission. The Minister of External
Affairs, Smt. Sushma Swaraj responded to the issue. Next day, on 28 December, the Minister of
External Affairs, Smt. Sushma Swaraj made a Statement in the House regarding situation arising
out of a meeting with the family of Shri Kulbhushan Jadhav in Pakistan. She said that there was
a serious and gross violation of human rights of the family members of Shri Jadhav and an

intimidating atmosphere was created for them during this meeting.
42



On 2 January, Shri Jyotiraditya M. Scindia, by way of submission, raised the issue of
attack on Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) training centre in Pulwama killing five security
personnel of CRPF. Shri Mullappally Ramachandran also associated himself with the submission.
The Minister of Parliamentary Affairs, Shri Ananth Kumar responded to the issue. The Minister

of State in the Ministry of Home Affairs, Shri Hansraj Gangaram Ahir also responded.

Prof. Saugata Roy, member, made a submission on 4 January regarding reported
mass expulsion of a section of the society from the recently published National Register
of Citizens in Assam. Shri Rabindra Kumar Jena also associated himself with the submission.

The Minister of Home Affairs, Shri Rajnath Singh responded to the issue.

In addition, members were also permitted by the Speaker to make submissions
regarding: (i) retention of Head Office of Hindustan Steelworks Construction Limited at
Kolkata; (ii) need to take up with China on the issue of contamination of River Siang in
Arunachal Pradesh; (iii) Martyrdom day of two sons of Guru Govind Singh; (iv) need to
establish a separate High Court for Telangana; and (v) need to resolve drinking water

problem in Karnataka.

On 3 January 2018, when the Rajya Sabha Amendment to the Constitution
(One Hundred and Twenty- Third Amendment) Bill, 2017, was taken up for consideration, Shri
N.K. Premachandran raised a Point of Order under Rule 100(2) of the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha. He sought to know how the clause 3 which is the heart and soul
of the Constitution 123rd Amendment Bill, 2017 has been deleted and asked whether the proposed
amendment is an alternative amendment and sought specific ruling in this regard, from the Chair.

In this respect, the Speaker made the following observation:

“Hon’ble Members, a point of order has been raised that the new clause 3 being now
proposed by the Government in place of amendment made by the Council for omission of clause
3 does not fall within the meaning of amendment alternative to the amendment made by Rajya

Sabha. Inregard to Bills returned by Rajya Sabha with amendments, sub-rule (2) of Rule 100 of
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the Rules of Procedure provides that three types of amendments to an amendment made by
Rajya Sabha can be moved in Lok Sabha. The first being amendment relevant to the subject-
matter of an amendment made by Rajya Sabha, the second being amendment consequential
upon an amendment made by Rajya Sabha and the last being an amendment alternative to an
amendment made by Rajya Sabha. In the instant case, the Rajya Sabha has returned the Bill with
amendment seeking omission of a clause from the Bill. Hon ‘ble Members would appreciate that
to an amendment seeking omission of a clause, no amendment or consequential amendment can
be moved since there is no text before us for agreeing or disagreeing to such amendment. The
dictionary defines the word “alternative” as “available as another possibility or choice”. The
Government has proposed that in place of omission of clause from the Bill, the same clause be
restored with some changes. In away, the Government has proposed another choice in place of
clause being omitted. In my opinion, therefore, the amendment tabled by the Hon’ble Minister
for restoring clause 3 with some changes falls within the category of amendment alternative to the
amendment made by Rajya Sabha. 1, therefore, rule out the point of order.”

Thereafter Speaker made the following observation:

“Hon “ble members, the House would now take up consideration of amendment made
by Rajya Sabha in the Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty third Amendment) Bill, 2017, as
passed by Lok Sabha. As you are aware, the Hon’ble Minister has given notice to move an
amendment alternative to the amendment made by Rajya Sabha and also further amendment
regarding change of year from 2017 to 2018. I may inform you that in case the House adopts
the alternative amendment, the original amendment made by Rajya Sabha would stand substituted
by the alternative amendment. As such, the original amendment made by Rajya Sabha will not
be proposed for vote of the House. Hon ‘ble Members, the alternative amendment seeks to
insert a new clause 3 in the Bill. In this regard, | would like to invite your attention to Direction
31, which provides that “when an amendment for insertion of a new
clause in a Bill is adopted by the House, the Speaker shall put the question that the new clause

be added to the Bill”. Therefore, in case the alternative amendment is adopted by the House, |
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shall also propose the new clause 3 to the vote of the House. Hon’ble Members, since we are
to consider a Constitution (Amendment) Bill, I shall propose the Motion for consideration of
Rajya Sabha amendment, the motion for adoption of amendment alternative to the amendment
made by Rajya Sabha, adoption of new clause 3, adoption of further amendment for change of
year and the motion for passing of the Bill to the vote of the House by division through special
majority as required under article 368 of the Constitution. Keeping in view the spirit of Rule
156, amendments given notice of by private Members to the alternative amendment proposed

to be moved by the Hon’ble Minister shall be decided by simple majority.”

During the Session, out of the 280 Starred Questions that were listed, 45 Questions
were answered orally; written replies to the remaining Starred Questions along with 3,220

Unstarred Questions were laid on the Table of the House.

Hon’ble Members raised 226 matters relating to their constituencies under
Rule 377. Besides, as many as 198 matters of urgent public importance were raised by the members

after the Question Hour and after completion of the formal business of the House.

During the Session, 41 Reports of the Parliamentary Committees were presented in
the House including six reports of the Committee of Privileges and three of the Committee
on Violation of Protocol Norms and Contemptuous Behaviour of Government Officers with
Members of Lok Sabha. All these Reports are available on the Lok Sabha Homepage

loksabha. nic. in

As many as 55 statements were made by the Ministers under Rule 372. These
included Statements: (i) by the Minister of Finance and Minister of Corporate Affairs,
Shri. Arun Jaitley on introduction of the Scheme of Electoral Bonds; (ii) by the Minister of
Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution, Shri Ramvilas Paswan (a) correcting the reply
givenon 19.12.2017 to Starred Question No. 55 regarding ‘Rise in Prices of Pulses’ and (b)
giving reasons for delay in correcting the reply; (iii) by the Minister of State (Independent Charge)

of the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, Shri Giriraj Singh, on behalf of the
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Minister of State in the Ministry of Rural Development, Shri Ram Kripal Yadav correcting the reply
given on 04.01.2018 to Unstarred Question No. 2831 regarding Implementation of Digital India
Land Records Modernisation Programme (DILRMP) in Andhra Pradesh; (iv) by the Minister of
Commerce and Industry, Shri Suresh Prabhu on the Outcomes of 11" Ministerial Conference of

the World Trade Organization held in Buenos Aries, Argentina from 10 to 13 December 2017.

During the course of the Session, Shri Nagendra Kumar Pradhan presented a petition
for consideration of the House requesting for amendment to Service Rules in Railways in respect

of Junior Engineers and Senior Section Engineers.

During the Winter Session, more than 14 hours and 51 minutes of time of the
House were lost due to interruptions followed by forced adjournments. However, the House
compensated for the time lost by sitting late for about 8 hours and 10 minutes to transact important

financial, legislative and other business.

As regards Financial Business, the Minister of Finance, Shri Arun Jaitley presented a
statement showing Supplementary Demands for Grants - Second Batch for the year 20 17 -18 to
the House on 18 December 2017. On 21 December, Shri Rajen Gohain, Minister of State in the
Ministry of Railways, on behalf of Shri Piyush Goyal, Minister of Railways, moved the Resolution
seeking approval of the House for the recommendations contained in Paras 9, 10 (to the extent that
reimbursement oflosses on operation of “strategic lines’ is made by General Revenues to Ministry
of Railways), 11, 12, 13, 14, 15,16 and 17 (the rate of interest will be paid on the basis of average
cost of borrowing) of the Sixth Report of Railway Convention Committee (2014) which was
presented in Lok Sabha and laid in the Rajya Sabha on 2 December 2016. The combined discussion
on the Government Resolution and Supplementary Demands for Grants Second Batch (General)
for 2017-18 was taken up together. In all, 57 members participated in the discussion that lasted 5
hours and 30 minutes. The Minister of Finance, Shri Arun Jaitley replied to the combined debate.
All the Demands were voted in full and the relevant Appropriation Bill was passed the same day.

The Resolution moved by Shri Rajen Gohain was put to vote and adopted.
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On 2 January, the Minister of State in the Ministry of Finance, Shri Shiv Pratap
Shukla, on behalf of the Minister of Finance, Shri Arun Jaitley, moved a Resolution seeking
approval of the House to enhance the Basic Customs Duty (BCD) applicable to certain category
of goods by amending the statutory rate under the provisions of sub-section (1) of Section 8Aof
the Customs Tariff Act, 1975 read with sub-section (3) of Section 7 of the said Act and the
Resolution was adopted.

On 4 January, on behalf of the Minister of Finance, Shri Arun Jaitley, Shri P.P. Chaudhary,
Minister of State in the Ministry of Corporate Affairs presented a statement
showing Supplementary Demands for Grants - Third Batch for the year 2017-18. The
discussion on the Supplementary Demands for Grants No. 31 in respect of Supplementary
Demands for Grants - Third Batch for 2017-18 was held the same day. The Demands were

voted in full and the relevant Appropriation Bill was passed.

In the sphere of Legislative Business, seventeen Bills were introduced and thirteen Bills
were passed by the House. Some of the important Bills passed during the Session include: (i)
The Central Road Fund (Amendment) Bill, 2017;(ii) The National Capital Territory of
Delhi Laws (Special Provisions) Second (Amendment) Bill, 2017; (iii) The Goods and
Services Tax (Compensation to States) Amendment Bill, 2017; (iv) The Muslim Women
(Protection of Rights on Marriage) Bill, 2017; and (v) The Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (Amendment) Bill, 2017.

The Central Road Fund (Amendment) Bill, 2017 sought to rationalise the allocation
of various percentage of the cess on high speed diesel and petrol thereby providing two and
one-half per cent of the cess of high speed diesel and petrol for the development and maintenance

of national waterways.

The National Capital Territory of Delhi Laws (Special Provisions) Second
(Amendment) Bill, 2017, sought to amend the National Capital Territory of Delhi Laws

(Special Provisions) Second Act, 2011, inter-alia, to extend the provisions of the Act for
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a further period of three years from 1 January 2018 to 31 December 2020.

The Goods and Services Tax (Compensation to States) Amendment Bill, 2017,
sought to amend the Goods and Services Taxes (Compensation to States) Act, 2017 to
allow increasing the maximum rate at which the Compensation Cess can be levied, from

15% to 25% on certain categories of motor vehicles.

The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Bill, 2017, sought to protect
the rights of married Muslim women and to prohibit divorce by pronouncing talag-e-biddat by

their husbands.

The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment) Bill, 2017, sought to amend the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 inter-alia to provide for prohibition of certain persons
from submitting an insolvency resolution plan who, on account of their antecedents, may adversely
impact the processes under the code; and to make provisions to specify certain additional
requirements for submission and consideration of the resolution plan before its approval by the

committee of creditors.

Coming to the Private Members Business, 98 Private Members’ Bills on different
subjects were introduced. The Motion for consideration of the Sixth Schedule to the
Constitution (Amendment) Bill, 2015 moved by Shri Vincent H. Pala, was taken up for

further discussion on 29 December 2017. However, the discussion could not be concluded.

As regards Private Members’ Resolutions, two Private Members’ Resolutions were
discussed by the House during the Session. The Resolution regarding renovation of buildings
located in the vicinity of various Defence establishments in the country moved by Shri Gopal
Chinayya Shetty on 28 July 2017 was further discussed on 22 December and was withdrawn by
leave of the House. Another Resolution was moved by Shri Raghav Lakhanpal on 22 December
2017 urging the Government for implementation of a stringent population control policy and

remained part discussed.
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During the Session, the Speaker informed the House of the receipt of resignation
letters from Shri Yogi Adityanath, an elected member from the Gorakhpur Parliamentary
Constituency of Uttar Pradesh (21 September); Shri Keshav Prasad Maurya, an elected
member from the Phulpur Parliamentary Constituency of Uttar Pradesh (21 September)
and Shri Nana Patole, an elected member from the Bhandara-Gondiya Parliamentary
Constituency of Maharashtra (8 December) resigning their membership of Lok Sabha and that

their resignations had been accepted.

Apart from the obituary references made on the opening day, the Hon’ble Speaker
made references to the passing away of Sarvashri Mahendra Singh, Purushottam Kaushik

and S.S. Kothari, all former members.

The Hon’ble Speaker further made references to: (i) reported loss of lives of 21 persons
and injuries to several others in a boat mishap in Krishna River in Vijaywada,
Andhra Pradesh on 12 November 2017; (ii) reported loss of lives of several persons and
injuries to many others and also causing widespread loss of property due to Cyclone Ockhi
lashing several parts of Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Lakshadweep, Maharashtra and Gujarat during the
first week of December; (iii) recent terrorist attacks in United States of America, United Kingdom,
France, Spain, Afghanistan, Egypt and Nigeria and also at other places throughout the world
resulting in the loss of lives of innocent people and causing serious injuries and damage to property;
(iv) loss oflives 0f348 persons in two massive earthquakes that struck Mexico on 7 and 19
September 2017, and another devastating earthquake that struck the Iran-1raq border on 12
November 2017 resulting in the death of several persons; (v) to amajor Typhoon named “Tembin/
Vinta’ affecting southern parts of the Philippines and the neighbouring region causing more than
266 fatalities and large scale damage of property; (vi) reported loss of lives of 33 persons and
injuries to several others when a bus fell into the Banas river in Sawai Madhopur district of
Rajasthan; and (vii) a dastardly terrorist attack at a security camp in Pulwama district of Jammu

and Kashmir on 31 December 2017 causing loss of lives of 5 CRPF security personnel.
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Atasolemn function held in Parliament House on 13 December 2017, the Vice-President
of Indiaand Chairman, Rajya Sabha, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu; the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra
Modi and the Lok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan led the nation in paying tributes to
those who sacrificed their lives in the terrorist attack on Parliament. The Indian Red Cross Society

organised a blood donation camp in the Parliament House on the occasion.

On 18 December, the Speaker, on behalf of the House, congratulated (i) the Indian
Men’s Hockey Team for winning the Asia Cup by beating Malaysia in the final on 22 October
2017 at Dhaka, Bangladesh; (ii) the Indian Women’s Hockey Team for winning the Asia Cup by
beating China on 5 November 2017 at Kakamigahara, Japan; (iii) Indian boxer and Member of
Rajya Sabha, Mary Kom for winning gold medal in the Asian Boxing Championship at Ho Chi
Minh City, Vietnam; and (iv) Indian weightlifter, Mirabai Chanu for winning gold medal at the
World Weightlifting Championship in Anaheim, United States of America on 30 November 2017.

On 22 December, the Speaker, on behalf of the House, congratulated the Indian
contingent for winning 17 gold, 14 silver and 13 bronze medals in the Asian Youth Para
Games held in Dubai from 8 to 14 December 2017.

On 2 January 2018, the Hon’ble Speaker extended New Year greetings to all the

Members of the House.

During the Session, the Speaker’s Research Initiative (SRI) organized four Workshops
for the benefit of the members of Parliament on the subjects: (i) Goods and Services Tax; (ii)
Indian Education System (private vs. public) - Issues and Challenges; (iii) Simultaneous Elections;
and (iv) Organic Farming. Besides, two interactive Sessions on the subjects (i) Aadhaar- Issues
and Implications and (i) Stunting and Wasting- Issues and Challenges were also held.

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu released the Lok Sabha Calendar
2018 in Parliament Library Building on 28 December 2017. Lok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra
Mahajan; Deputy Chairman, Rajya Sabha Prof. PJ. Kurien; Union Minister of Parliamentary

Affairs and Chemicals & Fertilizers, Shri Ananth Kumar; Members of Indian Parliamentary Group
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(IPG) and other dignitaries attended the event. Releasing the Calendar, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu
said that the theme of the Lok Sabha Calendar 2018 is unique and motivating. He opined that the
sublime messages, universal and timeless, in these inscriptions are rare pearls of wisdom in
themselves and an authentic source of our history and philosophical traditions. Shri Naidu observed
that itis in Parliament that the entire range of activities of a nation is discussed and its destinies are
shaped and moulded. As such, the deliberations of that august body are naturally to be inspired
by the highest traditions of truth and righteousness. Earlier, delivering the Welcome Address,
Hon “ble Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan observed that the Calendar 2018 provides glimpses
of inscriptions nestled on domes, arches, Chambers and other places in the Parliament House
building. She noted that these ennobling thoughts - from Rigveda, Mahabharata, Shrimad Bhagwad
Gita, the Holy Quran, Manusmriti, Panchatantra and Kautilya’ s Arthshastra - extol the virtues of
charity, kindness to fellow beings and brotherhood. A short film on Lok Sabha Calendars since
1999, produced by LSTV, was screened on the occasion.

Apuppet show based on the life and teachings of Swami Vivekananda was organized on
3 January 2018 by the Ramakrishna Mission, New Delhi in collaboration with the Bhartiya Lok
Kala Mandal, Udaipur in the Parliament Library Building. Lok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra
Mahajan; Members of Parliament and other dignitaries watched the show. The puppet show depicted
various incidents and stories from the life of Swami Vivekananda, known in his pre-monastic life as
Narendra Nath Datta. The unique show, with high-class background music and special effects,
conceptualized colourful performances by life like puppets through the nimble fingers of the dedicated
team of puppeteers which enlivened the message of the great saint. The puppet show was specially
commissioned to commemorate the 150th Birth Anniversary of Swami Vivekananda in the year
2013. Since then, the show has been staged in different parts of India and the world. Lok Sabha
Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan presented Mementoes to Swami Shantatmananda, Secretary,
Ramakrishna Mission and Shri Salil Singhal, Bhartiya Lok Kala Mandal.

Earlier during the inter-session period, Lok Sabha Speaker and Chairperson of
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Commaonwealth Parliamentary Association India Region, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan led an Indian
Parliamentary Delegation to the 63rd Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference held in Dhaka
from 1 to 8 November 2017. The other members of the delegation were Shri Devendra Bhole
Singh, MP (Lok Sabha); Shri Subhash Patel, MP (Lok Sabha); Smt. Roopa Ganguly, MP
(Rajya Sabha); Smt. Meenakashi Lekhi, MP (Lok Sabha) and Member of Commonwealth
Women Parliamentarians (CWP) Steering Committee. The Conference was also attended by
Presiding Officers from State CPA Branches. Dr. Sitasaran Sharma, Speaker, Madhya Pradesh
Vidhan Sabha and Shri Kavinder Gupta, Speaker, Jammu and Kashmir Legislative Assembly
attended the Executive Committee Meetings of CPA. Shri Kavinder Gupta, Speaker, Jammu
and Kashmir Legislative Assembly and Shri Hitendra Nath Goswami, Speaker, Assam Legislative

Assembly attended the New Executive Committee Meeting.

Smt. Sumitra Mahajan, Hon’ble Speaker, Lok Sabha was a lead speaker on the topic
‘Giving Voice to the Youth: Mechanisms for Ensuring Effective Participation of Youth in
the Governance Process’. Smt. Mahajan said that youth are engine to take the vehicle of
family, society or nation forward. She said that youth are a great promise to each nation and
additional efforts need to be made to expose them to their immediate surroundings and realities
- reality around them, reality within the country and, of course, beyond borders, around their
immediate neighbourhood. Smt. Mahajan opined that surroundings and realities bring in greater
appreciation for different cultures, different ways of life and expose them to the idea of pluralities
and beauty of different colours. She said that this exposure would bring in the value of ‘One

World’ in their minds and thoughts.

In October, an Indian Parliamentary Delegation led by Hon’ble Speaker, Lok Sabha,
Smt. Sumitra Mahajan attended the 137" Assembly of the IPU held in St.Petersburg, Russian
Federation from 14 to 18 October 2017. The Delegation consisted of Sarvashri Basawaraj
Patil, Anil Desai, Nagendra Singh, Dr. Hari Babu Kambhampati, Km. Sushmita Dev, Smt. Sasikala
Pushpa and Smt. Raksha Nikhil Khadse. Hon “ble Speaker, Lok Sabha participated in the
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general debate on the overall theme of ‘Promoting cultural pluralism and peace through
inter-faith and inter-ethnic dialogue’, Members of the delegation also attended the meeting
of the Asia-Pacific Geo Political Group (APG) of IPU, meetings of the Governing Council of
IPU and meetings ofthe Four Standing Committees of IPU. Meetings of the Forum of Young
Parliamentarians and Forum of WWomen Parliamentarians were also attended by some Members
of the delegation. A meeting of BRICS Parliamentary Forum was held on the sidelines of the
Assembly. Hon “ble Speaker, Lok Sabha and Shri Nagendra Singh, MP attended the forum.

The Lok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan also led an Indian Parliamentary
Delegation to the 8th Conference of the Association of SAARC Speakers and
Parliamentarians held in Colombo from 4 to 6 October 2017. Speakers and delegates from the
SAARC countries attended the Conference. The Young Parliamentarians Committee Meeting
was held for the first time in the event. Smt. Mahajan delivered the lead speech on the topic
‘Association of the SAARC Speakers and Parliamentarians- a platform for the
Parliamentarians of South Asia to work together to reach the 2030 agenda for Sustainable
Development’. Smt. Mahajan also attended the Special Parliamentary Session of Sri Lanka to
celebrate the 70th Anniversary of the establishment of Parliament of Sri Lanka. After the conclusion
of the Conference, the Indian Parliamentary Delegation led by Lok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Mahajan
met the Sri Lankan Delegation led by Speaker of Parliament of Sri Lanka, Mr. Karu Jayasuriya.

Both Delegations expressed interest in consolidating closer ties between the two Parliaments.

Earlier in September, Lok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan led an Indian
Parliamentary Delegation to the World Parliamentary Forum Meeting in Nusa Dua, Bali,
Indonesia from 5 to 7 September 2017. The Delegation included Sarvashri Rakesh Singh,
Jose K. Mani, La. Ganesan and Smt. Riti Pathak, all Members of Parliament. The Forum
deliberated on the several subjects of topical relevance focusing on Sustainable Development
Goals, including Inclusive and Equitable Development, Climate Change, Peaceful Co- existence,

Women and Land Rights, Contribution of Women Leaders, Post Legislative Scrutiny on SDGs
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Issues, Regional Cooperation, etc.

As usual, functions were held under the auspices of Indian Parliamentary Group
(IPG) to mark the birth anniversaries of Mahatma Gandhi and Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri
(2 October); Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel (31 October); Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das
(5 November); Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (11 November); Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
(14 November); Smt. Indira Gandhi (19 November); Dr. Rajendra Prasad (3 December);
Shri C. Rajagopalachari (10 December); Chaudhary Charan Singh (23 December); Pandit
Madan Mohan Malaviya (25 December) and Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose (23 January) in
the Central Hall of Parliament House where portraits of these illustrious leaders are put
up. Presiding Officers, Union Ministers, Members of Parliament and other dignitaries paid floral
tributes on these occasions. Besides, floral tribute functions on the birth anniversaries of former
Speakers ofLok Sabha, Sardar Hukum Singh (30 August); Shri G.M.C. Balayogi (1 October);
Shri Bali Ram Bhagat (7 October); and Shri G.\V Mavalankar (27 November) were held in the
Central Hall of Parliament. Booklets containing the profile of the former Speakers, brought outin
Hindi and English by the Lok Sabha Secretariat, were distributed to the dignitaries present on

the occasion.

The Bureau of Parliamentary Studies and Training continued to organise various

Courses and Programmes during the period.

An Orientation Programme in Legislative Matters for the officials of Lok Sabha
Secretariat was organized from 20 to 22 November 2017. The Programme was attended by 19
participants. Another Orientation Programme for Lok Sabha Secretariat Officials working in Parliamentary

Committees was organized from 18 to 22 December which was attended by 19 participants.

Five Appreciation Courses in Parliamentary Process and Procedures for the
probationers of All India and Central Services and for middle and senior level officials of
the Government of India were organised by the Bureau. In all, 431 participants attended

these Courses. The Bureau also organized nine Training Courses in Parliamentary Processes and
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Procedures, Noting and Drafting, ACR writing, LIBSYS Programme for the officers

of the Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha and State Legislature Secretariats which were attended by
189 participants. In addition, 111 Personal Assistants and Private Secretaries of Members
of Parliament attended Training Programme on Information Management in Parliament

and Members portal and Reference/Research Support.

The Bureau also organized 13 International Study Visits for the benefit of 262 participants.
Besides, 43 Study Visits were organized for educational and other institutions from within the
country covering 1,841 participants. Further, Professional Development Programmes for 85

Officers of Lok Sabha Secretariat were organised by the Bureau from time to time.

The Thirteenth Session of the Sixteenth Lok Sabha was adjourned sine die on 5 January 2018

after the playing of the National Song. The President of India prorogued the House the same day.
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