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Minutes of the study tour programme of the Subject Committee for the
period from 17-10-2022 to 24-10-2022 in the States of Maharashtra, Gujarat and
Assam.

The Committee met at 5 A.M. on 17-10-2022 in the Conference Hall,
M.L.A. Hostel, Thiruvananthapuram before the starting of study tour. Minister for
Forest & Wildlife and the Chairman of the Committee Shri. A.K. Saseendran
presided over the meeting.

Members Present:

Shri Sunny Joseph
Shri C.K. Hareendran (Via Google meet)
Shri Najeeb Kanthapuram

Legislature Secretariat:

Shri B. Reji, Additional Secretary
(Accompanying Officer)

The Committee discussed the study tour programme and the accompanying
officer gave a brief description of the arrangements made for the transportation,
accommodation and the meetings scheduled in the respective states. Shri. C.K. Hareendran,
M.L.A. informed the Committee that he would join the tour programme on 18-10-
2022 at Pune.

The Committee proceeded to International Airport, Thiruvananthapuram
(Terminal 1) at 5.50 A.M. and left for Bengaluru by Indigo 6E 6501 and for Pune
by Indigo 6E 6104. The Committee arrived at International Airport, Pune at 12.30 P.M.,
where the tour Co-ordinator deputed by Maharashtra Forest Department
Shri. Deepak Pawar, Assistant Conservator of Forest, Pune welcomed the Committee
and led to V.V.LLP. Rest House Camp in Koregoan Park Road, Pune where
accommodation was arranged. The Committee reached the rest house at 1.30 P.M.

The Committee visited forest tourist spot 'Lions point' at Lonovala at 5.40 P.M.
where Shri Hanumant Jadhav, Range Forest Officer (RFO) of Maval,
Shri. Santhosh Dhondu Margale, Chairman of the Joint Forest Management
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Committee (JFMC) welcomed the Committee. The RFO explained that JFMC
was constituted in the year 2012 with an aim to generate employment
opportunities to the villagers, so that maximum participation of villagers are
ensured in Forest protection and tourism promotion activities. The Chairman of
JFEMC is chosen by the villagers themselves and Secretary of JFMC is appointed
by Forest Department. An average of 2000 tourist visit Lonovala per day and the
parking fee of vehicles thus collected were annually deposited in the account of
JFMC which in turn utilised for developmental activities in tourist spots. Most of
the villagers are residing in the boundaries of reserve forest and they were not
involved in farming and related activities.

After watching sunset at 'Lions Point' in Lonovala, the Committee returned
to V.V.L.P. Rest House, Camp for halt and reached at 8.35 P.M.

Shri. C.K. Hareendran, M.L.A. joined the Committee on 18-10-2022.

The Committee held a meeting with the officials of Maharashtra Forest
Department in the Conference Hall of V.V.I.LP. Rest House Camp, Pune on
18-10-2022 at 10 A.M. Minister for Forest and wildlife, Govt. of Kerala

Shri A.K. Saseendran presided over the meeting.

Members Present:

1. Shri Sunny Joseph, M.L.A.
2. Shri C.K. Hareendran, M.L.A.
3. Shri Najeeb Kanthapuram, M.L.A.

Legislature Secretariat:

Shri B. Reji, Additional Secretary

Office of Maharashtra Forest Department:

1. Shri Naresh Zurmure IFS, Additional Principal Chief Conservator of

Forests

2. Shri Praveen N.R., Chief Conservator of Forests (Territorial)
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3. Shri Patil Rahul, Deputy Conservator of Forests (Territorial)
4. Shri Deepak Pawar, Assistant Conservator of Forests, Pune.

Shri Naresh Zurmure PCCF delivered a warm welcome to the Chairman and
the members of Kerala Legislative Assembly. The Chairman introduced the
members of the subject Committee to the officials of Forest Department and the
officers introduced themselves. The accompanying officer explained the scope
and functions of Subject Committees in general and the intention of present study
tour in detail. Through this study tour, the Committee decided to make an in
depth study on various forest protection measures, solutions to mitigate
man- animal conflicts, Schemes introduced for the welfare of people depending on
forests, issues relating to the implementation on buffer zone, management of
visitors, facilities provided and other tourism promotion activities.

Shri Naresh Zurmure, APCCF, Maharashtra made a detailed speech about
the man-elephant conflict in Maharashtra based on his experience during his
tenure in Sindhudurg district where wild elephant attacks frequently reported. He
said that Maharashtra is not the original habitat of elephants but they entered from
Dehari Portion of Karnataka to Sindhudurg district and they were raiding crops
heavily such as bananas, coconut and mangoes trees. The Govt. of Maharashtra
tranquilized elephants and sent back to Karnataka after obtaining consent from
Govt. of Karnataka. Chilli powder paste coated ropes are also used to tie across
the boarders to keep away the elephants. In Maharashtra, elephant proof trenches
are also dug to prevent the entry of elephants and TCM (Trench Cum Mound) is
made to protect the forest area and to prevent encroachment of villagers. Elephant
trenches are common in Dodamarg area, the boarder between Karnataka and
Maharashtra.

The Committee discussed about the rate of compensation allowed to victims
of man-animal conflict and in the cases of crops damage and cattle loss. In
Maharashtra the compensation is decided according to the type of crops that is
being damaged. The compensation is Rs.500 per banana tree, Rs.2000 per
coconut tree and Rs.1000 per mango tree. When buffaloes are attacked and
killed, compensation amount allowed is Rs.70,000 per buffalo. In cases of
man -animal conflicts and affected person is seriously injured, Government pays
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compensation amount of Rs. 5 Lakhs and when the injury is not serious
compensation is Rs. 1.5 lakhs plus the expenditure incurred for the treatment.
Government of Maharashtra pays an amount of Rs. 20 Lakhs as compensation to
the next of kin of those who killed in wildlife attack. The compensation amount in
2007 was 2 lakhs which was enhanced to 10 lakhs in 2014 and 20 lakhs at
present. In Maharashtra government allows negative budget distribution system
for the payment of compensation on wildlife attack under which the payment is
allowed even if there is no money in Government account. Chairman said that
almost same method is followed in Kerala except the rate of compensation which
is much better than that of Maharashtra.

The Committee discussed about the eco-tourism activities in Maharashtra.
The Eco Development Committees (EDC) developed in and around 6 National
Parks and 42 Sancturies create enough employment oppurtunitites for the people.
Outside vehicles are not permitted in these places and the Gypsies provided for
jungle tourism in which driver and guides are from EDC. Thus local people have
enough employment and income for their living.

The Committee also discussed the issues related to the implementation of
Hon'ble Supreme Court directions in maintaing buffer zone. Shri Praveen N. R.,
CCF(T) said that the intial resistance of local people due to the notification of
buffer zone in their areas have decreased following in introduction of 'Jan Van
Yojana' Scheme. Through this Scheme Government will provide Rs. 25 Lakhs to
each of the villages that are included in buffer zone. The amount may be utilised
for developmental activities and hence livelihood generation activites can be
created to help villagers.

Mabharashtra Government has declared both Wild Boar and Nilgai (Blue
Bull) as Vermin because of the heavy crop damage by them. But there is no
permission for hunting and prior permission from the competent authority should
be obtained to kill the Vermin.

Shri Naresh Zurmure, APCCF also explained the measures and schemes
adopted by Government of Maharashtra to reduce the chances of man-animal
conflicts and crop damages and promote tourism. 'Living with Leopards'/'Living
with Panthers' is a new scheme implemented in Maharashtra through which

1097/2023.
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villagers are convinced that their earnings are enhanced with the survival of wild
animals. They have been provided skill training with job opportunitites. As the
employment opportunitites are increased people are interested in this scheme and
accepted the same. The government also conducted a detailed study and suggested
people to change their crop pattern such as medicinal plants and give aid to
cultivate medicinal plants in areas where crop raiding is high. This method also
yields good results as due to the aroma and fragrance of medicinal plants, wild
animals are kept away from the crop under 'Bed and Breakfast' Scheme
implemented in Konkan area, any person can approach government to construct
two or three rooms along with his residence for the use of tourists without a hotel
license. Due to Eco Sensitive Zone and Coastal Zone regulations, construction of
big hotels and other constructions are banned in Konkan area where the above
scheme is found to be useful to promote tourism.

Shri Sunny Joseph MLA expressed vote of thanks and the meeting dispersed
at 11 AM.

The Committee then headed to Bhramburda Forest Park in Pune where the
garbage and dirt deposited area in central place of Pune City which has been
transformed into beautiful forest park having multiple gardens including 108
medicinal plants. The Committee returned to VVIP Rest House Camp at 1.30 P.M.
and proceeded to Ahmedabad by Spicejet SG 1083.

The Committee arrived Sardar Vallabai Patel International Airport,
Ahmedabad at 6.40 P.M., where Dr. T. Karuppasamy IFS, Deputy Conservator of
Forest, Social Forestry Division Nadiad welcomed the Committee and led to
circuit House, Ahmedabad.

The Committee reached Circuit House, Ahmedabad at 7 P.M. where
Shri S.K. Chaturvedi LF.S., Principal Chief Conservator of Forest Gujarat was
present to receive the Committee. The Committee departed from Circuit House,
Ahmedabad at 8.30 P.M. and proceeded to Railway Station, Ahmedabad and from
there to Junagadh by train Saurashtra Janata Express (No.19217) at 10.40 P.M.

On 19-10-2022, the Committee arrived at Railway Station, Junagadh at 9.10
A.M., where Liaison Officer Shri R. Senthil Kumaran IFS, Deputy Conservator of
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Forest, Marine National Park, Jam Nagar was present to welcome the Committee
and led to Sinh Sadan Guest House at Gir Wildlife Sanctuary where accomodation

was arranged for the Committee and arrived by 11.30 A.M.

The Committee held a meeting with the Officials of Junagadh and Jamnagar
Wildlife Circles in the Seminar Hall, Sinh Sadan Guest House, Sasan Gir at
12.30 P.M. Minister for Forest and Wildlife, Government of Kerala,
Shri. A. K. Saseendran presided over the meeting.

Members Present :
1. Shri Sunny Joseph, M.L.A.
2. Shri C. K. Hareendran, M.L.A.
3. Shri Najeeb Kanthapuram, M.L.A.

Legislature Secretariat :

Shri B. Reji, Additional Secretary

Officers, Forest Department, Gujarat :

1. Dr. Mohan Ram L.F.S.,
Sancturary Superintendent, Sasan Gir &
Deputy Conservator & Forest, Junagadh.
2. Shri R. Senthil Kumaran LF.S.,
Deputy Conservator of Forests,
Marine National Park, Jamnagar.

The Chairman introduced the Members of Kerala Legislative Assembly
present in the meeting and the Officers introduced themselves. The accompanying
officer briefed the objective of present study tour program. Dr. Mohan Ram
delivered a warm welcome to the Committee and gave a powerpoint presentation
regarding various Schemes, and Missions of Gujarat Forest Department with
particular importance to Gir, where Asiatic Lions are conserved. Through the
presentation, Asiatic Lions, Population Growth, Floral and Fauna, Diversity in
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Gir, Wildlife corridors in Gir, Ecosystem Services, Habitat Management and
Conservation aspects, Management of Water Points, Monitoring and technology
driven scientific intiatives in Gir, Stratagies for Human Wildlife-Management etc.
are shown and detailed to the Committee.

There are 674 Asiatic Lions in Gir according to the Census in 2020 and the
rate of population growth is 28.87%. The population of Wild boars and Blue
bulls are being controlled by Lions and Leopards and thus reduce the chances of
crop raiding. The major reason for man-animal conflict during summer season is
due to the scarcity of water and hence Gujarat Forest Department have taken
measures to construct many artificial water points inside the forest. There are
387 water points are inside the Gir forest which are filled with ground water with
the help of windmills and solar pumps. They are also maintained a considerable
area of grasslands at the periphery of forests where Herbivores get their food and
hence agricultural fields are spared from the wild life. All interior roads in and
around Gir are equipped with fire lines on both sides and the total length of fire
line is 1117 Kms. Radio Collars are fitted to Lions and Leopards to study their
track, territories habitat preferences and to identify the animal corridors. There are
a human population of nearby 3770 who have settled inside the Gir and they earn
their livelihood by rearing cattle. They so mentioned Maldhari families are
supported by government by providing eco- development works for their
livelihood. They have also been provided adequate drinking water and education

facilities in their Nesses.

A project known as 'Vanya Prani Mitra' is implemented in Gujarat in which
one enthusiastic local person from each village in neighbouring forest area is
selected and given trainings and field kit by Forest Department. The main
responsibility of the person is to monitor and report the presence of wild animals
in his area. This helps forest staff in their rescue and relief works of wild life and
thus ensures peoples participation in the wild life conservation. Nilgai (Blue bull)
is the major cause for crop raiding in Saurashtra region and Government
authorised Village Sarpanch to shoot and kill them. But the villagers won't kill
animals and they inform forest department to catch them. Chairman said that the
situation in Kerala is entirely different. Man-animal conflicts are common in the
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forest boundaries of kerala and multiple casualty and murder cases are happening
day-by-day. Because of this, people cannot go friendly with them and urged the
Government to kill the wild animal that entered into human habitat.

The Committee then discussed about the compensation amount given to
victims of man-animal conflict. The compensation amount given to the next of
kin of those who deceased by wild life attack is Rs.5 lakh in Gujarat. The
compensation is issued within a day after the death. In the case of injury, the
compensation amount would be determined on the basis of the seriousness of the
injury and the number of days of hospitalisation of the victim. When cattle is
attacked and killed by wild animals, the compensation amount allowed is
Rs. 50000 per cattle. The Eco Sensible Zone has not finalised in Gir.
Gir National Park is very famous for Asiatic Lion and hence an average of 5.5
lakh tourists visits per year. The authorities arrange tourism promotion activities
such as Jungle safari, Nature Education campsites, Souvenir shop. All the vehicle
used for Jungle safari are operated by local people, who are registered with forest

department.

Shri C.K. Hareendran, M.L.A. enquired about the precedence of donation of
lions to other states and he also requested to donate two lions to the Kerala state.
Dr. Mohan Ram explained that the donation of lions to other states is purely based
on Government decision and suggested that it would be better to approach
Government of Gujarat through a formal request for obtaining lions. He informed
the Committee that 8 lions were given to 8 states in 2009 based on the
Government decision in that period. The Committee decided that it would inform
the Kerala Government for transfer of Asiatic lions to the State. Shri Najeeb

Kanthapuram, M.L.A. expressed vote of thanks and the meeting concluded at 1.45 p.m.

The Committee conducted Jungle Safari in Gir National Park and watched

Lions, Blue bull, Deer, Wild boar etc. were roaming freely in their natural habitat.

The Committee departed Sinh Sadan Guest House, Gir at 8.45 p.m. and
proceeded to Railway Station, Junagadh and went to Ahmedabad by train
Somnath SF Express (No. 22958) at 11.12 p.m.
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The Committee arrived Railway Station, Ahmedabad on 20-10-2022 at
5.50 am. and proceeded to Circuit House, Ahamadabad where refreshment
facilities are arranged. The Committee departed from the Circuit House and
proceeded to Sardar Vallabai Patel International Airport Ahamedabad and left for
New Delhi by Air Indigo 6E2146 at 12.25 p.m. and arrived Indira Gandhi
International Airport, New Delhi at 2.55 p.m. The Protocol Officer of Kerala
House in New Delhi welcomed the Committee and lead to Kerala House, New
Delhi.

The Committee held a meeting at 5 p.m. on 20-10-2022 in Chairman's suit,
Kerala House, New Delhi. Minister for Forests and wildlife and the Chairman of
the Committee Shri A.K. Saseendran presided over the meeting.

Committee Members Present

1. Shri. Sunny Joseph, M.L.A.
2. Shri C.K. Hareendran M.L.A.
3. Shri Najeeb Kanthapuram, M.L.A.

Legislature Secretariat

Shri B. Reji, Additional Secretary

The Committee evaluated the experience gained through the study tour and
recollected the information gathered during the discussions with the forest officials
of the state of Maharashtra and Gujarat. The Committee is of the view that the
study tour was informative. The Accompanying Officer explained the Committee
about the arrangements made for the rest of the journey. Shri Sunny Joseph,
M.L.A. asked permission to leave the study tour program due to private affairs.
The meeting dispersed at 5.30 P.M. The Committee halted in Kerala House, New
Delhi for the rest of the day.

The Committee departed from Kerala House, New Delhi at 5.50 A.M. on
21-10-2022 and proceeded to Indira Gandhi Intrnational Airport, New Delhi.
Through air by Flight Indigo 6E 2513. The Committee travelled to International
Airport, Kolkata at 10.50 A.M. and from there to International Airport Jorhat,
Assam by Indigo 6E 442. The Committee reached at International Airport, Jorhat
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at 1.45 P.M., where Shri Ashok Kumar Basman I.A.S., Deputy Commissioner
Jorhat, Sri Nandha kumar I.F.S., Divisional Forest Officer, Jorhat Division were
present to welcome the Committee. The Committee then proceeded to Aranya
Tourist Lodge,Kohara, Kaziranga, Assam where accommodation was arranged
and reached there at 5.15 P.M . and halted at Aranya Tourist Lodge Assam for the
rest of the day.

The Committee proceeded to Forest Range Office in Western Range, Bagori,
Assam and went to 'Jungle Safari' in Kaziranga National park at 8.15 A.M. on
22-10-2022. Kaziranga National Park is having world's largest number of One
Horned Rhinoceros and UNESCO declared Kaziranga a world Heritage site in
1985. The Kaziranga National park is estimated to have 2413 Rhinoceros as per
the census data in 2018. Elephants, Buffaloes, Swamp Deer, Wild Boar, Birds
like Lesser white fronted goose, Ferruginous duck, Baer's pochard duck, Black
necked stork, Asian openbill stork etc. are seen in the National park. An average
of 2 lakhs Tourists visit this national park every year. At 11 A.M., Committee
visited Abode of the Unicorns Memorials at Mihimukh in Kohora, where three
Rhino Sculptures were built using the ash collected by burning a stock pile of
2479 rhino horns which are seized from poachers and smugglers and kept in
Govt. Treassury. The Committee also visited Tea factory in Hathikuli and

Handloom weavers village and returned to Aranya Tourist Lodge at 1.10 P.M.

The Committee held a meeting with the officials of Forest department of
Assam on 22-10-2022 at 3 P.M. in the Centenery Convention Centre, Kaziranga,
Assam. Minister for Forests and wild life Kerala and the Chairman of the

Committee Shri. A.K Saseendran presided over the meeting.

Members present:

1. Shri C.K. Hareendran, M.L.A.
2. Shri Najeeb Kanthapuram, M.L.A.

Legislature Secretariat:

Shri B.Reji, Additional Secretary.
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Officers, Forest Department, Assam

1. Shri Ramesh Kumar Gogori,
Divisional Forest Officer, Eastern Assam
Wild life Division, Bolcakhat.
2 Shri Chiranjeevi Jain,
Assistant Director cum A.C.F., Eastern Assam,
Wild life Division.
3. Shri Rabindra Sharma, Research officer,
Kaziranga National park.
4. Shri Igbal Hussain, Range Forest officer,
Barapahar Range, Eastern Assam, Wild life Division.
5. Shri Bidyat Bikash Borah,Range Forest officer,
Eastern Range, Agoratoli.
6. Shri Bibuthi Ranjan Gogoi, Range Forest officer,
Kaziranga National park.

The Chairman, Members and Officials introduced themselves, and the
Accompanying Officer explained about the Subject Committee of the Kerala
Legislative Assembly and the intention of present study tour programme. He
mentioned about the growing menace of human-wild animal conflicts in the state.

A brief presentation regarding Kaziranga National park was displayed
Shri Ramesh kumar Gogori explained about the human-animal conflict faced in
the state mainly due to elephants. They have formed ADS (Anti Depradation
Squads) in identified districts to tackle the issues related to human-elephants
conflict. A team of six persons out of which four from the local people and two
from forest department are included in the squad and the local people in the squad
will be given a nominal rate of remuneration. The two types of ADS are FADS
( Fixed Anti Depradation Squad) and MADS (Mobile Anti Depradation Squad)
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out of which FADS are active and constantly monitor the movement of elephants.
The squad are equipped with crackers, torch light, hunter shoes, reflectors and
logistic support by the forest department. Tiger attacks are also there and the
conflicts are common in the periphery of villages where cattles are plenty.
Cattles are the easy prey for the tigers.

The compensation given to the families of victims are very meagre in
Assam. The compensation amount issued to the family of the deceased person due
to wildlife attack is Rs. 4 lakhs only and there is also delay in giving
compensation due to the rules and procedures to be followed in such cases. The
compensation allowed for the death of a single cow is Rs. 3700 only which is
very low while comparing the market value of a cow in the range of Rs. 40,000
to Rs. 50,000. A project has been implemented by the WWF (World Wildlife Fund)
along with NGO's to protect the cowsheds from tiger attacks by securing it with
chain link fencing. Cases of killing of wild animals by human were reported by
poisoning them. Animals especially elephants are being killed by electrocution
and railway accidents also. They are encouraging the use of solar powered light
systems in Kaziranga to get rid of the accidents due to electric lines. Information
shared mechanism is employed at vulnerable points in railway tracks to track
movements of elephants. They have indentified multiple animal corridors in National
Highways and Sensors and Cameras are installed as per the directions of NGT
(National Green Tribunal) and penalized those vehicles crosses the speed limit of
40 Kmph at the animal corridors so identified with a fine of Rs. 5,000. Due to the
complicated structure of Kaziranga National Park, Eco Sensitive Zones have not
been notified. But they are not permitting new constructions in the proposed ESZ
(Eco Sensitive Zone). Chairman enquired the management of wildlife during flood
in Assam. The reply was that they have made artificial highlands to protect
animals from flood and they came through animal corridors to those highlands and
would return after the flood. DFO mentioned that this is not a permanent solution
but gave relief to animals. They have developed their own SOP (Standard
Operating Procedures) at divisional level due to the unique nature of large animals
like Rhinos and Elephants. They are following NPCA (National Plan for
Conservation of Aquatic Eco-systems) protocol for Tigers. Shri C.K. Hareendran,
M.L.A. expressed vote of thanks and the meeting dispersed at 4 P.M.

1097/2023.
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The Committee halted in Aranya Tourist Lodge for the rest of the day.

The Committee held a meeting at Sunday 23 October 2022 at 8§ A.M. in
the Chairman's Suit, Aranya Tourist Lodge Kaziranga, Assam. Minister for
Forests and Wildlife of the Government of Kerala and the Chairman of the

Committee Shri A. K. Saseendran presided over the meeting.
Members Present:

1. Shri C. K. Hareendran, M.L.A.

2. Shri Najeeb Kanthapuram, M.L.A.

Legislature Secretariat:

Shri B. Reji, Additional Secretary.

The Committee discussed about the experiences and knowledge gathered
through the study tour programme. The Committee also evaluated the meetings held
with forest officials of the state of Maharashtra, Gujarat and Assam. The Committee
has the view that the study tour program was informative and useful to manage the
issue faced in Kerala due to man-animal conflicts and crop damages to a great
extent. The Committee also opined that the compensation amount given to the
victims of man-animal conflict and for crop and cattle damage is meagre when
compared to that of Maharashtra. The Committee expressed its regards to the forest
officials in the States of Maharashtra, Gujarat and Assam who took great efforts for
the arrangements for reception, travel and accommodation needs of the members of
the Committee. The Committee dispersed at 9 A.M. and reached Thiruvananthapuram

on 24" October 2022 after completing the study tour programme.
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