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A cv. V. 5. SUNiL KUMAR
M IN ISTCF ICR AGRICI'ITURT

GOVERNMINI OT |(fRALA
1i.11) li)

Dea r -,
,,' .'" ',', t

I would likc to dra!^, lour kind anention lo the distiess causcd 10 the

economy o[ Kerala consequent {o the price fall of the major agriculturdl

commodities in the state. Kerala is a state \^,hich gives importance to

agriculture aud has many seasoral, annual and perennial agricultural crops,

both in the food as well as non food category providing income to farmets

through domestic sale and export. The cash crops of Kerala contfibutc

significantly lo lhe county's agricultural exports. The ntalor cash ctops

grown in the State are coconut, natural rubber, coffee, arecanut, tea, cashew

and glnger.

tn the post WTO reginre the instability/ uncertainty of the agricultulal

connodity prices put the farmers lnto distress. Consequent to the w'lo
agreements and varioirs other Free i'rade Agreements inrport i.-s alother

major factor that determines rhe Dfice. l,owering the tariffs and dismantlirrg

the quantitative restrictions under the ninirnum access commitmerts oI the

AgreemeDt on Agriculture had orly adversely affecred the agriculture in the

State, A surge in imports from otlrer countries is seen especially in the case

of rubber, pepper, tea, edible oils, cardamon etc. Various Free Tradc

Agreements and the advance iicensing systern lead to a crash tn ilte ciomestrc

pfice of these commodities. 'fhe iowering of domestic price of ag CuLrulal

(ornrnodities consequenl to the imporls lead the pfodllctiolr to ellccononlrc

lc'vels thercbl, iimiting their cap.r,: lt\, to adopt bencr Ilrn rnanaqerncnr

Se€retarteti Annexe-ll, I

lel 04]l .rll lO.rl ,/1J5075 Fi:
Ftoor, Thiruvananthapuram,695 OOI

A4ll 21),:,1 t\ t:; t)r171 itrt44j5 2lt.4.tt6
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pfobienr .rf loh pfoductivrl\', high cosl ol productron

and phyt0saritary measures etc.

About 98 percenl of our fafmers are snall ard marginal farmers with

Iimited resources and our crops are perennial with ecolomic life varyrng

between 10-50 years with no flexibiliry to shift along with rhe market

slgra ls.

Kerala Government has represented to Goveroment of India on many

occasions to take proactive measures to cu$ imports that cause distress to

farming community. This includes enhancing thd tariffs to the bound levels

agreed upon as well as excluding the Kerala's sensitive crops from the

purview of duty free imports.

Kerala Accounts for 96% of the total produciion of rubber in rhe

country. Over 8 lakhs small growers contribute 87o/o of Lhe total rubber

production of the state. As lndia has achieved self sufficiency in production

it is illogical to allow impon of natural rubber even against export

entitlement. The prices of Natural rubber after touching a high level of

Rs.223 per kilogram for RSS-4 grade during January 2011 declined steadily

and now the price has come down to Rs.118 per kilo$am

Due to the price fall of Natural Rubber, the farmers in the state are ln a

distress. The State Government therefore strongly recommend that the

following measures may be taken to save the Rubber cultivators in Kerala

ftom the distress caused due to the fall in prices consequenr to imports.

1. Commerce Ministry may iniriare steps to suspend the duty free

impon of Natural Rubber under advance Aurhorization.

2. The impon duty of all dry forms of Natural Rubber may be raised

equivalent to the Natural Rubber latex import dutv of 70olo
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, 1..,',1 \ttl)',lJ\ :ltr\ i)L qL\,-, , lL,: 'r\l I I Lr" I

qudnillali\ I fo\tl ll I l( rLlr

I RLrbber mat bt included in tht tr{:ke tn ltrdia PLop,Lrnrnle

5 Minrstly of Suriace lranspofi mav be directed to use \.]ttiral i{rirl)rr ril

their road projects.

6. As in the case of Jute and Colton, Minimum Suppon Price (NISP) .nal,'

be fixed for Natural Rubber also.

With best regards

Yours Sincerely

Adv.VS.SLlnil Kurar

To

Smt.Nirmala Sitharamao
Hon'ble lvlinister of State (independenl charge) ior commefce anci lnlu--ir_'
UdyogBhawan, New Delhi 11010



,f

,)n 16
.'^.,omber""

"{\^,"-J"'

(Nirmala 
Sitharaman)

\t'
ly'1r,'

\iffi*
l

i

;'-- 
-=;;G*t" ;: I l;:"ffi 'll o''"0"'""1""."*."i:;;;i]

---^ 
"*1": ^'"'"o',.riil''1'""''' 

"""" 
-"

r;,"'"""*"' ""' -



.t

r
r

\('r rn rs'rf\ | rFr(l l)\

ittlrr ri rril l_1 1lr'lrll{\

l(\rt

r,r. ' r i rruil l''un'rf-\lrIFr"
r q rr rlir! 'us. $ri"its !tr \ atron'

' " "'l K!' rlr\t'll
l, r \':rL r rMr' -

,..0(. '.1 'rins l'r 
! ut'l)(l

( orrrrtcnt'

I ( (,rrli\ltr.t \1rrlislf\ r|i)

rniliirtf nrfr t(r suJPlind lhe

dut\ lrt' lnrn'fl oi rriilufilr

rut'h.r i\l{ I unJcr:\d\ir$cc

A01ht)rllxlion

, , ,,.,,,,,,,,,\ , ,1' t ' 1 " )' il '::; ,l:,ll. 
,'':.l;]:;.'" 

'

,i":i;i:rnr :il l, 
il,f 

",',, 1,1,, i,;il:r. ;:i, i::r.lL.rJrJr'\ tl\'r,]' l -.,,.r.!,!rrrrL\lur,..nu.,r0Lrr) 
rr(r I

l.rlqtl'tr,r l r r:1t,. J$,!',"'"' '", 
trrr<. urr.lr. \.\

rul l .\n"'l'lrrl l!l

,,l fi l,Tl I:.'i 1: ll':;li l ] i $ ::i illi'1'li:liil:ili*:
,,i*rr'11 ",,r' rc;'r'l r'' tl'e rr;""

Aul[olisarR irrt]

, ,. .'.,,-. ."riorl:
i AUL''

' ' -' _"'Yl _ lleduccd e\!on l

I i glgc1q il r.:3rl-r-b*,* fii* r.rom the dirc ol
!

I I oblgrriL)tr pcrron I(' :'\ ' 
. . . . , . , , , 

" 
, ,. , , , undcr Ail\arct

i qq!!Lc!l!il ir' !'\ll=4 -1-i** fi * trom the ditc ol I

i oblrg,rion o.,i* ':',,]:' 'f.,,,,,r,,n,.,,, undcr Ail\anc. i

L I .l"ur*." "r '"''l ,.1 -11,.' ri()m glamLarylol).l

I I AurhorisarL'n Dl l.\ >r:hcnt.r' rrttt' ' "" 
rr,,.r,;4,91,- t,"pnrr nt l

I :'bhg'ti.)n pcrrod I(! :r\ ' -. '""'l 'ndcr 
Adt'

chrrantc .i -,i"., rn'h g JanlLary\ i ilH,IJ'JJ*,*:**ixfC*[l;"1;i
i 1 r[s*a5.otalloir'<ddur]ltlii.ll,l.","*"r,*,i*ulr*"0o.
i
i i , tll,'tt"t* l0i(' undtr^. \'lriirtt 'r"""

).$i i#f il'#:ffi***li',1*,*'I r-rr,.- i"tP"tr dul\ nl rrr u*

I tott"' ,'f NR ma) be rarscL

L.,,n,.rlcnr r'i the nirlu..al Itttrhe

"1,'.'^. 
."" i. ,.-*.r'"t'n rhr()uff t rr 'tl folrL] 5r

:l:::'-;i.r',r-:','^, I Iq'J{ rtrni'nrnr' Io bfr*i,iH""l"5*- t 

'H'.i;",ijli;llli; 
:l;:.:Tilff:'l'lllil;l

lal('\ inrnon dul\ /r '' 
ol

I

' il;,ii "#l'l f:';,,,,1;"'Hl l?:;H ::'|'1lii

oTi]""i'Ji"*r.+*,"*':l-':-T:f ,1l:1'"lf":"

::l;iil];l:;;:: :l::;::*ril ii' :H:' ;"'i';;
orrs ws_F

i Affir''lol)

'!r h' lri\cd l') 70oo as lhrr J
' t' 

"u' 
I r dn Inlr ' ol \R ' rnr'

r l i uu " 
. 
" l_-.-" x. ,.i;.,l al ,,rc rhe boutto rrtl_ '' _ "

I

a) t'. g,\
NR \\ir, : ...",ir1: :::: li' i ]i:ijt"tt*li'nt'll

L-,rPtx

rull f
sul

N ."'' 
i :::;Ii'j;il i',,:" il;' li'r ^'Nsi\' 

e\Po( ofp(rfi
fo



)\

i *i,r.t"i,,,,,r,.,*.t:j-::rl" .,.,,, i::: 
: i'li"ri- ;-,I:*:,lq\i[;

I 
' :'.iu ,n',,,, 1',,s"',''". 'l 

; li i, . . ,:,.. ,11, :; :.1 ,ll';l;,.,.r.,^ tr,'h(',,<',,e" ' '

' )i::i i: ;;1":::f ":::l'l 
;i,,,' l*,,, i :,- $--f,q;ll,{i-.i:i'.'

, , ,,,.1, ., ., 1,., . , .,,,,','. \,:,. 'ti I '

1.,.. .' ..,,1,,,'i; ,. ;, 
'" 

" " "l;ill:1",.',.,, ,

, .. ,.- r 'ii Ll' 
,' ,.,...,.,,..,,,,'+."

,,,,,i n.u,,".'..l,,'u"\r(tn.,,,,,...,*.*,'"'.'',]:T]:,';i ;;;,,,,"'rdr".'rrrJJrrh{J.n',i.,, 
,,,.. n.',".''. ""0 ',..'..'.'''"'''."'"llll;,,",,1,;*,.,,"0,'".l'ihi'|r'n'i'ro'r'ir'r'r,"r.,j.h1,...{,,xJ:..,,,(..,.,,,_ 

. 
rtrrsrJ r,. <. rr,,,,rr ,t,r

: i u r'l lrnr'Pon ha btt" a

j th. tlu,s!). ' _ .,.i. i..! lrctud€ the tk'ssihrlll\ ,rnl,r \1u,r'^,n Knxu ".]. -;,,,. ,."r ,n.1',,1. ttrc P"'''"" 
,.

...1r it.rn t"l ":':']]:.. j'1:'".;, ,. 0""". '", ..u ,'"""*i"r \r''IL '..

' J.\("'Prr'" nr\' n\ """ - 
;

, 

ilii,i'lllj'' 
_., .,.:.-aif o,.ria.i6. i.u6*! ".'a_::,,iJ,:$

';' ;1qg,-gli. l:'l s.' 
l:"' i:':":il'li:::l :l' 

T:'l'* ;l.":ll.'"': 
ilq,* - ;*n'" *#ril.Itlt'*ll}1$lfii*"";"]J];,i;lr';i':x'

)y
)y

l

Ld

r i t\M'rw 
lii'o *r,.,**'r:,^.^:,:T"'i;'i;;ii""rl,,pi;."*"a. i

; i , ,"' *''";u' p"'"' *'rr9 
'ror 

or ' -- 
, --*,",,i"r rr,n"shoia t",'*r i. i

ioa-ntiutnPoll fro'urem( tt) Bvn"" -

L'".', .."in""t'.. " nn ) !o '9ttl"jlt:'

d)nJusJ n'


