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AMENDMEND BILL, MT7

A

BILL

fwther to anend the Code oJ Cnhinat prccedure, tgi'3, in its apptication to
the Sue of Kerala.

Prcamble.-Wt#JJ,^s, it js expdienr furttler ro dnend rtle Cod€ of Criminal
Procedure, 1973, ia irs application to the Stare of Kerala, for th€ purposes
her€inafter apperring;

- BE it enacted ilr the Sixty-eighrh .1ear of the Republic of India as
follows:*

l. Sho4 title, eie and cotnmencenenr {l) This Act may be calted lhe
Code of Criminal Procedur€ (S€cond Kenla Anendnenr) Act, 2017.

(2) It extctrd! to the whole of the Staie of Kerala.

(3) Ii shall come into force ar once.

2. Insertion of nev/ sectian 267A.- tn t\e Code of Crininal procedure,
1973 (Centsal Act 2 of l9?4), after secrion 26?, the fotlowing section shall be
ins€rt€d, namely:-

"267 A. Power to seaur. attendance of persotl, conlhed o/ de,ained in
prisons through the medtum of etecttunic video tintaa€. In addition to and
without prejudic€ to the poeers of the Criminal Courts under this Code, the
court may, in the course of any inquiry, trial or oaher proccedings, if it is
expedi€nt in the circumstances, order that the atteodaoce of a person cotrfined
or detained h prison b€ secured through the medium of electronic video
liok6ge.".

STAIEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The Honourable High Court has directed rh€ Stat€ cov€mmenr ro
inroduce vid€o conferencing syst€m io couds and jails. Various prison Refonns
Comrnissions, Conmitree! and Humatr Rights Commissioo hav€ also made
simileLr rccommendations.
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2. Seclion 167 of the Code of Criminal Prccedure. 19?3 (Cenr.al Act 2 of
1974) provides for productiofl of an accused in j'rdicial custody rirough the
medium of electroni€ video linkage.

3. The inhoduction of video conferercing slstem wil tead to considerable
saving of time, energy, mon€y and manpower to judioiat as well as prison
authorities for the reasor thar the pres€nt system of undertaking th€ trial by
taking the prisoners and und€rtrials to produce before the Judge and back to
prison can be given up. Tlre chances of the prisonerc or und€nrials geuing
access to prohibited articles such as oarcotic drugs, currency, weapons,
communi€ation €quipm€nts and to antisocial elements may also be ruled out once
their physical presenc€ is dispenseal with.

4. In the above circumstances, for rh€ pu4rose of enabling producrion of
ihe prisorcrs referred to in section 267 of the said Code. thc covcrnmenr hsve
decided to iiNert a new secrion 267,4. in th€ Code of Criminsl procedure, 1973
(Central Act 2 of 1974).

5. The Bill seeks ro achieve the above object.

FINANCIAL MEMORANDUM

Exp€nditure to the tune of Rs. 98.89 lakfr, Rs. 4.12 lakh. Rs. 3.?? taktr.
R5. 112.75 lakh. Rs. 2.57 lakb and Rs.2.t4 la.kh waa ircurred durirc rhe finaocial
year 201 0- t I to 20I 5- I 6 r€sp€crively. lowsrds the insrallarjon and iraplemen rarion
of video conferencing sysr,em connecrmg couns ad jails in Kerala. It inctudes
the advance amouIrl ofRs. 11.25 crores deposited wirh p.W.D. dwing 2013-14,
ISDN rental charge paid ro BSNL erc. for th€ insta ation of rhe system, all over
the State. Durins 2016-17, an amount of Rs. 1.34 lakh has b€€rl expended on
accontrr of ISDN renral chtrge. as oD 30-t I-20t6.

PINARA\'I IV'IJAYAN.
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EXTRACI FROM TIIE CODE OF CRIMIN{ PROCEDURE, 1973

(CENTRAL ACT 2 OF 1974)

267. Power to requte attendance o/r,"trorers -( I) Whenever, in the

cours€ of any inquiry Aial or other proceeding under this Code, ii app€an to a

Criminal Coun,-

(a) that a person confined or detained in a prison should be brought

b€fore th€ Court for answe.ing to a charge of an offerrce, or for the purpose of
any proceedings agaidst him, of

O) that it is necessary for the ends ofjustice to €xamin€ such p€rson as

The Coutt may make an onder requiring the ofiic€r in charge of the prisor

to produce such pcrson beforc $e Court for answering to the charge or for the

purpose of such proceeding or, as the case may be, for giving €vidence.

(2) Wlere an order undet sub-section (l) is made by a Magis&at€ of
the second class. it shall not be forwarded to, or acted upor bv the ofhcer ifl
charge of th€ prison unless it is countersiSned by the Chief Judicial Masistrate

to whom such Magistrste is subordinate.

(3) Every ord€r submitt€d for countenigning under sub-s€ction (2) shall

be accompanied by a statement of the facts which, in the opinion of the

Magistrate, r€trder the o(der necessary, and the Chi€f Judicial Magistrate to

whom it is submitted may, after consid€ring such statemeni, d€clitre to
countersign th€ order.


