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SPEAKER

C.H. MOHAMMED  KOYA

“One unmistakable mark of a Great Man,” it has been 
said, “is the power of making durable impression upon 
people he meets; a second is to have handled matters 
in such a manner that the course of events is continually 
influenced by what he did.” Judged by these yardsticks,  
Shri C.H. Mohammed Koya was truly one of the most outstanding 
personalities in the history of modern Kerala.

Adorning the seat of the Speaker of the second Kerala Legislative 
Assembly, after the unexpected demise of Janab K.M. Seethi 
Sahib, Shri Mohammed Koya played many parts with distinction 
– Journalist, Editor, Author, Orator, Legislator and Administrator.

Born on July 15, 1927 as the son of Payampunathil Shri Ali 
Musaliar and Smt. Mariyumma at Atholi in Calicut District, he 
had his early education in the Kongannur Aided Elementary 
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School, Velur Mappila Elementary School 
and Quilandy Board High School.

In his early years, Shri C.H. Mohammed 
Koya served for a short term in the 
Kozhikode District Muslim League 
Committee and in the Municipal Office in 
Calicut. Subsequently, he  served in the 
editorial staff of  ‘Chandrika’. In 1951, Shri 
C.H. Mohammed Koya was elected to the 
national executive of IUML and shortly 
afterwards , was elected as Councillor of 
Calicut Municipality.

Shri C.H. Mohammed Koya was elected 
to the Kerala Legislative Assembly in 
1957  from Tanur Constituency. He was 
again elected to the second KLA from the 
same constituency in 1960. Leader of the 
Muslim League Parliamentary Party in 
the Assembly, Shri C.H. Mohammed Koya 
became Speaker on June 9, 1961 on the 
demise of Shri Seethi Sahib and continued 
till November 10, 1961.

Though the youngest of Presiding Officers, 
he conducted the business with flair and 
distinction. In the midst, he found time to 
indulge in his favourite pastimes of reading 
and writing.

When Muslim League quit the political 
alliance at State level, Shri Mohammed 
Koya resigned Speakership and contested 
the election successfully from the Calicut 
Lok Sabha Constituency.

Again, in the State Assembly elections 
held in 1967, Shri C.H. Mohammed Koya 
won by a vast majority, contesting from 
Mankada Constituency. In the ministry 
headed by Shri E.M.S. Namboodiripad, 
Shri C.H. Mohammed Koya handled the 
portfolio of Education. He continued as 
Minister for Education in the succeeding 
ministries headed by Shri C. Achutha 
Menon,  Shri K.Karunakaran and Shri A.K. 
Antony, right up to the Nineth Ministry 

headed by  Shri P. K. Vasudevan Nair. As 
Minister for Education, Shri Mohammed 
Koya was instrumental in formulating many 
progressive reforms. He had also handled 
the portfolios of Home and Finance.

On October 12, 1979, Shri Mohammed 
Koya became the Chief Minister of 
Kerala and continued up to December 1, 
1979. In the next UDF Ministry headed 
by Shri K. Karunakaran, Shri Mohammed 
Koya adorned the seat of Deputy Chief 
Minister. Continuing in the seat even 
after the ministry was re-constituted in 
1982, after the General Elections, Shri 
C.H. Mohammed Koya stayed there till his 
untimely demise in the ensuing year.

Shri Mohammed Koya had also served as 
Chairman of Assurance Committee during 
1958-59 and Public Accounts Committee 
during 1980-82.

A gifted writer with an amazing sense of 
humour, Shri C.H. Mohammed Koya also 
has to his credit no less than eight delightful 
volumes, like ‘My Haj Pilgrimage’, ‘Caux – 
London – Cairo’, ‘The Malaysia I saw’, ‘How 
Legislative Assembly Works’, ‘Soviet Union’, 
‘Muslim Rule in India through Stories’, 
‘Five Days in Sri Lanka’ and ‘Travel Around 
the World’. Along with, Shri Mohammed 
Koya continued to remain Chief Editor of  
‘Chandrika’ in the midst of a tight schedule.

In the course of an illustrious public life 
spanning over three decades, Shri C.H. 
Mohammed Koya played many roles with 
distinction.

His wife was Smt. Amina and they have 
three children, Dr. M.K. Muneer, former 
Minister and MLA for five terms representing 
Kozhikode South Constituency in the 14th 
KLA being his only son.

Shri C.H. Mohammed Koya passed away on 
September 28, 1983. The Assembly paid 
homage to him on November 25, 1983.
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kv]o¡À

kn. F¨v. apl½ZvtImb

CS-]-g-Ip-¶-h-cpsS a\-Êp-I-fnÂ ambm¯ ap{Z 
]Xn-¸n-¡p-Ibpw CS-s]-Sp¶ kml-N-c-y-§sf 
DS-\ofw kzm-[o-\n-¡m³ Ign-bp-Ibpw sN¿p-
¶Xv alXv  hy-àn-I-fpsS e£-W-ambn ]d-bm-
dp-ïv. tIcf cmjv{So-b-¯nÂ C¯-c-¯n-sem-cp- 
A]qÀÆ {]Xn-`-bm-bn-cp¶p {io. kn.- F-¨v.  
apl-½ZvtImb.

P\m_v sI. Fw. koXnkmln_nsâ BIkvanI 
amb A´yt¯msS cïmw tIcf\nbak`bpsS 
kv]o¡À ]Zhnbnse¯nb {io. apl½ZvtImb  
]{X{]hÀ¯I³, ]{Xm[n]À, Fgp¯pImc³,  
{]mkw-KnI³, ]mÀesatâdnb³, `cWX{´Ú³ 
F¶o hyXykvX \neIfnÂ Xsâ IgnhpIÄ 
{]ISam¡n.



26

1927 Pqembv 15þ\v tImgnt¡mSv 
PnÃbnse At¯mfnbnÂ ]¿mw-]p-\-
¯nÂ {io. Aen apkenbmcpsSbpw 
{ioaXn adnbp½bpsSbpw aI\mbn 
At±lw P\n¨p. sIm§¶qÀ 
FbvUUv Fensaâdn kvIqfnÂ {]mY 
anI hnZym`ymkw Ignª At±lw 
theqÀ am¸nf Fensaâdn kvIqfnepw 
sImbnemïn t_mÀUv sslkvIqfnepw 
]T\w XpSÀ¶p. sNdp¸¯nÂ Ipd¨p 
Imew tIm-gn-t¡mSv PnÃm apÉow eoKv 
I½nänbnepw tImgnt¡mSv ap\nkn¸Â 
Hm^oknepw tPmen t\m¡nbn«pïv. 
XpSÀ¶v At±lw "N{µnI'bpsS FUn-täm-
dn-bÂ kv-äm-^nepw tkh\a\pjvTn¨p.  
1951þÂ C´y³ bqWnb³ apÉow eoKnsâ 
tZiob FIv-kn-Iyq-«o-hnÂ AwKambn. 
A[nIw XmaknbmsX tImgnt¡mSv ap\n 
kn¸menänbnte¡v Iu¬knedmbn 
sXcsªSp¡s¸Spbpw sNbvXp.

1957þepw 1960þepw Xm\qÀ \ntbmPIaWvU 
e¯nÂ \n¶v {io. apl½ZvtImb tIcf 
\nbak`bnte¡v sXcsªSp¡s¸«p. 
apÉow eoKv \nbak`m I£nbpsS t\Xm 
hmb At±lw {io. koXnkmln_nsâ 
\ncymWs¯ XpSÀ¶v 1961 Pq¬ 9-þ\v \nba 
k`mkv]o¡À ]Zhnbnse¯nt¨À¶p.

\nbak`mkv]o¡À ]Zhnbnse¯p¶ 
Gähpw {]mbw Ipdª hyànbmbncp 
s¶¦nepw XnIª sshZKv[yt¯msS  
k`m\S]SnIÄ kpKaambn \nb{´n 
¡m³ At±l¯n\v Ignªp. Xnc¡n\n 
Sbnepw Xsâ CjvShnt\mZamb {KÙ 
]mcmbW¯n\pw {KÙcN\bv¡pw 
kabw Isï¯pIbpw sNbvXp. 

apÉow eoKv, kwØm\Xe¯nepïm 
¡nb cmjv{Sob kJyw Ahkm\n¨ 

t¸mÄ 1961 \-hw-_À 10þ\v {io. apl-½Zv 
tImb kv]o¡À ]Zw cmPnh¨p. XpSÀ¶p 
h¶ temIvk`m sXcsªSp¸nÂ 
tImgnt¡mSv \ntbmPIaWvUe¯nÂ 
\n¶v At±lw hnPbw hcn¨p. 

1967þÂ \S¶ kwØm\ \nb-a-k`msXc 
sªSp¸nÂ a¦S \ntbmPIaWvUe 
¯nÂ \n¶v h¼n¨ `qcn]£t¯msS 
bmWv At±lw sXcsªSp¡s¸«Xv. 
{io. C.Fw.Fkv. \¼qXncn¸mSnsâ  
t\XrXz¯nÂ cq]oIrXamb a{´nk` 
bnÂ hnZym`ymk hIp¸v ssIImcyw  
sN¿m³ At±l¯n\v Ahkcw 
e`n¡pIbpw sNbvXp. XpSÀ¶v {io. kn. 
A¨pXtat\m³, {io. sI. IcpWmIc³, 
{io. F. sI. BâWn, {io. ]n. sI. 
hmkptZh³ \mbÀ F¶nhcpsS t\
XrXz¯nepïmb a{´nk`Ifnepw 
At±lw hnZym`ymk a{´nbmbn. 
C¡me¯v ]ptcmKa\]camb \nch[n 
]cnjvImc§Ä \S¸nem¡m³ At±l 
¯n\v Ignªp. B`y´c, [\ImcyhIp 
¸pIfpsS NpaXebpw At±lw 
hln¨n«pïv.

1979 HtÎm_À 12þmw XobXn {io. kn. 
F¨v. apl½ZvtImb tIcf¯nsâ 
apJya{´n ]Zhnbnse¯pIbpw 1979 
Unkw_À 1 hsc B ]ZhnbnÂ 
XpScpIbpw sNbvXp. ]n¶oSv {io. sI. 
IcpWmIcsâ t\XrXz¯nÂ cq]w 
sImï a{´nk`bnÂ At±lw D]apJy 
a{´nbmbncp¶p. ]n¶oSv s]mXpsXcsª 
Sp¸ns\¯pSÀ¶v 1982þÂ a{´nk` ]p\x 
kwLSn¸n¡s¸«t¸mÄ apXÂ ASp¯ 
hÀjw B alXv PohnXw AIme¯nÂ 
AkvXan¡pw hscbpw At±lw 
D]apJya{´nbmbncp¶p. 
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1958þ59 ImebfhnÂ Ajzd³kv 
I½nänbpsSbpw 1980þ82 ImebfhnÂ 
]»nIv A¡uïvkv I½nänbpsSbpw 
sNbÀam\mbncp¶p At±lw. hiyamb 
\À½t_m[¯n\v DS-a-bmb At±lw 
A\pKrloX\mb Hscgp¯pImc³ 
IqSnbmbncp¶p "Fsâ lÖv bm{X', 
"tImIvkvþeï³þsIbvtdm', "Rm³ 
Iï atejy', "\nbak` {]hÀ¯n¡p¶ 
sX§s\', "tkmhnbäv bqWnb³', 
"C´ybnse apÉow hmgvN IYIfneqsS', 
"{ioe¦bnÂ A©p Znhkw', "temIw 
Npän Hcp bm{X' F¶n§s\ F«v {]ikvX 
IrXnIfpsS IÀ¯mhmWv At±lw. 
FÃm Xnc¡pIÄ¡pw CSbnÂ "N{µnI' 
bpsS No v̂ FUnäÀ Øm\w XpSÀ¨bmbn 
\ne\ndp¯pIbpw sNbvXp. aq¶v  

]Xnämïv \oïp\n¶ {]im´amb B 
s]mXpPohnX¯n\nSbnÂ hyXykvX 
]ZhnIfnencp¶psImïv kvXpXyÀl 
ambn {]hÀ¯n¡m³ At±l¯n\v 
Ignªp. 

{ioaXn Ban\bmbncp¶p At±l 
¯nsâ `mcy. AhÀ¡v aq¶v Ip«nIfpïv.  
ap³ a-{´n-bpw 14þmw tI-c-f \n-b-a-k-̀ -bnÂ 
tIm-gn-t¡m-Sv ku-¯v \n-tbm-P-I-a-Þ-e- 
¯nÂ \n-¶p-Å Aw-K-hp-amb tUm. 
Fw.sI. ap-\oÀ A-t±-l-¯n-sâ G-I 
a-I-\mWv. 

1983 sk]vXw_À 28-þ\v {io. kn. F¨v. 
apl½ZvtImb A´cn¨p. AtX hÀjw 
\hw_À 25þ\mWv \nbak` At±-l-
¯n\v Nctam]Nmcw AÀ¸n¨Xv.


